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Abstract of Proceedings 


FOR THE YEAR 1872-73, 


OF 


THE GRAND COMMANDERY. 


SEMI-ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 


May 29, 1873. 


,HE SEMI-ANNUAL ASSEMBLY of the Granp 
CoMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE AP- 
* PENDANT ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE 

IsLAND was held in the Masonic Temple, in the 
city of Boston, Mass., on Thursday, May 29, 1873. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened at ten o’clock, A. M. 


Grand Officers Present. 


Sir NicwoLas Van SLYCK............ R. E. Grand Commander. 
Sir CnaRues A. Stotr............... V.E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
Sir Horace DANIELS................ E. Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir HENRY CHICKERING.............. E. Grand Captain-Gencral. 
Sir Rev. GEorGE 8. Noves........... FE. Grand Prelate. 

Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER.............. FE. Grand Senior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN.............. E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN............. E. Grand Recorder. 

Sir Starrorp W. Razer.............E. Grand Sword Bearer. 

Sir Jonn ELDRED................... E. Grand Standard Bearer. 
Sir GeorvE E. Sracy,............-.. E. Grand Captain of Guards. 
Sir FREDERIc A. PIERCE..... ....... Grand Sentinel. 

Sir Epwarp L. FREEMAN.......... ) 

Sir E. Dana BANCROFT............ Grand Lecturers. 


Sir CHar es M. AVERY...... ..... 
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Permanent Members, being Past Grand Officers. 


Sir ABRAHAM A. DAME.............0.0000. Sir WILLIAM 8. GARDNER, 
Sir CHARLES W. MOORE.............-00005 Sir WiLiram W. BAKER, 
Sir WINSLOW LEWIS,...........000000 cee Sir THomas A. DoyLe. 


Members, being Past Commanders of Subordinate Command- 
eries, not elsewhere represented. 


Sir JOHN SHWEPLEY........ 0.000000 ce cece ees Sir Joun BuRNEY, 

Sir Rev. Henry W. Ruaa...............6. Sir SAMUEL B. THAXTER, 
Sir WyzEMAN MARSHALL.............0000. Sir D. McBean THAXTER, 
Sir Lucius R. Paige, D. D................. Sir F. J. Foss, 

Sir LyMAN WINSHIP.............00. 00 eeu ee Sir Danie. E. CHASE. 

Sir M. WILLIAMB. «0.0.00... 0c ccc eee ee ees Sir WILLIAM SuTTON, 

Sir E. J. NIGHTINGALE... .........0..0 0000 Sir Jonn A. LEE, 

Sir JonNn P. LUTHER..........0000 ccs cece Sir 8. 8. BRADFORD. 


The Sir Knights were ordered to their devotions, and 
prayer was offered by the E. Grand Prelate. 


The records having been printed and distributed, it was, 
on motion, voted, that the reading be dispensed with. 


E. Sir H. W. Rugg, E. Sir Wyzeman Marshall, and V. E. 
Sir Charles A. Stott, were appointed a committee, who 
repaired to an adjoining apartment, received and escorted 
R. E. Sir John W. Ballou, Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of Knights Templars of Maine, into the Grand 
Asylum, where he was officially introduced and welcomed 
by R. E. Grand Commander Van Slyck, with the high hon- 
ors due his rank and station. 


The R. E. Grand Commander delivered the following 


ADDRESS. 
Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery : 


ANOTHER Semi-Annual Assembly is permitted us wherein 
to take an account of the past, to consider of the present, 
and to provide for the future. May your action be such that 
the future will show its wisdom. 

There are many matters of interest that have been referred 
to this assembly for consideration, and which it is sincerely 
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hoped will be now decided. That of the greatest importance, 
is the matter of “ Regalia,”—a subject that is justly receiving 
consideration throughout the United States, and that from 
Grand and Subordinate bodies as well as eminent knights. 
The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
has not spoken. To us are very many looking, and our voice 
will carry with it a weight that it is believed will go far toward 
the settlement of this question. The views of your Grand 
Commander entirely accord with the decision of the late M. E. 
Grand Master of Templars as expressed by him officially, while 
Grand Master, not only because he has so decided, but because 
the history of this subject renders it difficult to come to any other 
conclusion. This decision is now before a committee of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, and will be passed 
upon by the United States Grand Encampment at its next 
triennial. It is to be deprecated that the question of the effect 
of the action of the assembly of 1862, upon the subject of 
regalia, could not have been allowed to rest upon the decision 
of Grand Master Gardner, at least, until the Grand Body 
approved or disapproved thereof. I will not urge this matter 
further, as I hope to have a report from the very able commit- 
tee that has this subject before it. 


The next subject, of scarce less importance than the last, is 
the matter of increasing the “Dues” of our Subordinates and 
the “U.S. Grand Encampment Tax.” I again urge the im- 
portance of this subject, and trust this assembly will not close 
before action may be had agreeable to my recommendations in 
the past. 


Again the subject of “Parades” will be brought to your 
attention, a subject deserving careful consideration at your 
hands. It should be decided now, that your action may bea 
guide for the future. I will not repeat my views at this time 
as they have been sufficiently stated in the past—but must add 
that the want of action here will be taken as an approval of the 
“views” I have heretofgre officially given. 


There are some other matters of business continued to this 
assembly, of importance it is true, but not deemed as important 
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as those matters I have named, which will not be more particu- 
larly referred to at this time. 


This is the assembly which by constitutional provision is set 
apart for the “Exemplification of the Work and Ritual,” and 
in view thereof I have directed such exemplification to be made 
by Ca:ur de Lion Commandery, the youngest of our constitu- 
ted commanderies. Thus you will have an opportunity to judge 
of its capabilities, and I know your criticism need not be feared. 
It will be seen that the mode of exemplification has been varied 
from that of the last semi-annual, and we will be enabled to 
determine which best accomplishes the object desired. 


VISITATIONS. 

On the evening of December 2d, A. D. 1872, accompanied by 
our E. Grand Generalissimo, and Sir Knights Luther, Sellew, 
Charles B. Webster, and Tourtellot, of Calvary Commandery, 
I visited St. John’s Commandery, and presided during the 
election of officers, and thereafter, with the assistance of the 
aforegoing knights, installed the officers elect. As I have 
retained this commandery for my own special visitation, and as 
I intend to make a visitation with special reference to its condi- 
tion, I shall now refrain from any remarks concerning it be- 
yond saying that it remains in its usual prosperous condition. 


The next evening, accompanied by our E. Grand General- 
issimo and our E. Grand Sword Bearer, together with Sir 
Knights Edward A. Smith and Walter Blodgett, of St. John’s 
Commandery, I visited Calvary Commandery, and assisted by 
the Sir Knights named, presided during the election of officers 
and installed the officers elect. I need not speak of this body 
us it is assigned to our E. Grand Captain General to visit and 
report upon its condition, which duty like all duty assigned to 
him will doubtless be faithfully attended to. 


On the evening of the 12th of March, A. D. 1873, by reason 
of a most pressing invitation of the committee of the command- 
ery, supplemented by a cordial and earnest note of its Eminent 
Commander, I was present in Ceenr De Lion Commandery 
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upon the occasion of “a presentation of banners by Emiuent 
Sir Daniel E. Chase to the Commandery.” 

This the youngest of onr constituted commanderies is in a 
most flourishing condition. Strong in numbers, but stronger 
in the warm hearts and clear heads of its members. Upon this 
occasion the ranks were full, and the hall was graced by the 
presence of the “fair ladies” of the vicinity. The ceremony of 
presentation consisted mainly in a speech replete with good 
feeling, and breathing forth love for the members of Ceur De 
Lion and for our beloved orders, by the donor, (Sir Daniel E. 
Chase, of Palestine Commandery,) which was replied to by one 
of E. Sir Knight Kent’s vigorous and graceful speeches. There 
was afterward an occasion for more speeches, when Eminent 
Sir Knights Cheever, Parkman, and many others, including 
our worthy companion Knight B. P. Shillaber (Mrs. Parting- 
ton), delighted and instrncted those present. I have begged of 
Sir B. P. Shillaber a copy of the poem by him read upon this 
occasion, and by reason of persistent urging have succeeded in 
obtaining it. This I did that you who were not present might 
be pleasured by its reading. It was read as follows: 


MODERN CHIVALRY. 


The days of chivalry have not departed — 
The glory of the olden time remains : 

Speaking through Manhood, strong and noble-hearted, 
Endowed with muscle, energy and brains. 


No whit decrying ancient knightly glory, 
We urge a claim commanding for our own, 
*That writes on current fields more grand a story 
’ Than aught achieved in ages that have flown. 


What sense was it to hack and cut and harry, 
And live in constant peril of the life, 

Through tribulation dire to court and marry, 
And in an iron suit espouse a wife ? 


What merit was it to carve up a Paynim, 
And hang his head upon the saddle-bow ? 

Or catch a Jew and of his ducats drain him, 
Then slit his nose and let the Hebrew go ? 
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What merit was it to go galivanting, 
—With lance in rest and armed all cap-a-pie,— 
The fearful folk with fierce assumption daunting, 
And stealing every thing that they could see ? 


What was the sense of their continual straying, 
By paths with constant violence bestrewed, 
Running the risk, while seeking heathen slaying, 

Of getting, maybe, full as often slewed ° 


°T was chivalric to deprecate all labor, 
—The land divided into feudal farms,— 

With each man’s hand upraised against his neighbor, 
And even infants always up in arms. 


The social qualities were ne'er paraded : 

My lady sat, shut in 0 cage-like tower, 
Within a deep seclusion, uninvaded, 

No friend with scandal to beguile the hour ; 


Unless some troubadour, his strains outpouring, 
Came to her bower with euphonistic rhyme, 

Or some young knight, his queen of love imploring, 
The lady passed a very sorry time. 


Arrayed in richest silks, with many a jewel, 
With maidens plenty to do her behesi, 

Her fate was like her working worsteds, crewel, 
Her days, the semblance of a past unblest. 

No concerts, theatres, operas, or dances, 
To female life gave buoyancy and zest ; 

The girls made banners for their heroes’ lances, 
Or handkerchiefs to wear upon their crest. 


The tournament was then the great occasion, 
Where Queens of Beauty gave the meed of fame; 

When cracking heads and murderous abrasion 
Were but incentives to love's tender flame. 


And bright eyes flashed at the exploits of valor, 
As horse and rider floundered on the ground, 

Nor bore their part with aught of fear or pallor, 
Where blows, for fun, promiscuous blew around, 
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Werc it in earnest, they, perhaps, might shrink it, 
But simply cutting off a head or two, 

Or carving folks with swords, they did n’t think it 
A thing about which to make much ado. 


Then every knight, who held a sphere respected, 
Kept in his train a jester, full of jokes, 

Whose jibes, to criticism ne'er subjected, 
Made lots of laughter ’mong the gentlefolks. 


Then was a time when oxen whole were roasted, 
And saltless, pepperless, in junks devoured, 
And when the knightly gentlemen were toasted, 

"In quarts of wine the deep libation poured. 


Then knightly heads did all the needed thinking ; 
The people in benightedness were hid : 

Fighting and robbing, sleeping, eating, drinking, 
Was all the active business that they did. 


The people were not much in scale of being ; 

Once born, the whole in life they had in view 
Was but to see just as their lords were seeing, 

And do just what their lords would have them do. 


They had no souls then reckoned worth the saving, 
No souls their own at any point of time ; 

No higher fortune e’er thought they of craving, 
Nor for the future cared a single dime. 


But noble men were there the age redeeming, 
Who gave to Chivalry its grandest fame, ; 
Whose names, from out that past in lustre beaming, 
Our warmest meed of admiration claim. 


These rise before us for our emulation — 
In principle and duty ever bright ; 

And may our course in honest imitation, 
Secure their epitaph at last ——Goop KNIGHT. 


We need no armor for our head’s protection 
Beyond the good sword hanging at our side, 
One ‘‘jab” of which, if given in right direction, 
Settles the hash for him on whom ‘tis tried. 


17 


18 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


A Paynim vile, who dares provoke our anger, 
Never again the outrage will renew; 

For, with the offence, out comes the trenchant banger, 
And in a moment we have rnn him through! 


If any heathen round are disappearing, 
Their friends need make no worrying or fuss ; 

They "ve doubtless gone the way the bad are steering, 
And let the mourners send the bill to us. 


But there be Paynins whom the sword can’t settle, 
Met with in streets and lanes, than heathens worse, 

Who more than try the heart’s determined metal, 
And draw_upon the sympathies and purse. 


Here gaunt-eyed Want, its famished form uprearing, 
Makes, in sad moans, its eloquent appeals; 

Here Sin and Wrong, in varied guise appearing, 
The way contest, with Misery at their heels. 


Here Virtue shrieks for aid against oppression ; 
Here Honor constant vindication claims; 

Here Shoddy flaunts o’er Worth, in strong possession ; 
Ilere brazen Impudence scarce hides its aims. 


Here Lust and Pride, a constant warfare waging, 
Summon to guard each intervening gate ; 

While Frand and Theft, in subtle fight engaging, 
Like Israel Samson’s, foemen, lie in wait. 


All call for vigilance and knightly duty, 
_To keep true Manhood’s ’scutcheon ever bright; 
And here our lists, and here our Queens of Beauty 
Award our meed in smiles this festal night. 


We make no raids on neighbors who offend us, 
Or wrathful vials on their sconces empt ; 

We take the weapons prudent counsels lend us, 
And kill them off by kindness or — contempt. 


We sport no steeds like those which bore to battle 
The fierce Paladins in chivalric days; 

We patronize a different sort of cattle, 
That draw our horsecars through our public ways. 
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But though we own no chargers that inherit 
The fire that coursed through ancient equine veins, 
We think we ’ve chargers that show equal merit, 
Where groceries and things affect our gains. 


We quaff no flagons like our predecessors — 
As such big measures are not often round ; 

We roast no oxen whole, as their possessors 
Claim for a sirloin forty cents per pound. 


It does n’t take so much to make us merry 
As it did those in that rum age sublime ; 
We sip our glass of lager, or of sherry, 
Or neither do, and have as good a time. 


Our Dames of Chivalry have no restriction ; 
A sad temerity were his who'd dare 

To strive to hold the reins of jurisdiction, 
And not of government give them a share. 


No shutting them ir cloister and seclusion, 
No moping they for want of due employ ; 

The world pours at their feet its vast profusion, 
With us their knights, all days, to seek their joy. 


And in their praise our troubadours are hymning, 
Pouring like pullets their enraptured lays; 

And, quite forgetting bills for extra trimming, 
We hail them pride and glory of our days. 


How grand they are in all that’s grand, comparing 
With those insipid dames who banners wove, 

Worthy of all true knighthood equal sharing, 
The Queens of Beauty and the Queens of Love. 


Thus, Then and Now, in candidness contrasting, 
Shows better light and deeds this day of ours, 

With guarantees, like buttons, that are lasting, 
And scope for all our elevated powers, 


The Cross the ancients reared we still do cherish, 
And keep as ours its venerated sign, 

That ne'er through disrespect shall fall or perish, 
Sustained by Coeur de Lion and Puleatine. 
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Its motto ever —‘‘Zn hoc signo vinces”— 
Draws from its scabbard every glistening steel, 
And the same glow inspiring Christian princes 
Does the most humble of our brethren feel. 


Then to the Present give your best endeavor, 
To help the Truth and benefit your race ; 
Fight the good fight with zeal and might forever, 
And follow virtue with an earnest CHasE.* 


*Daniel EK. Chase. 


Monday, April 7th, 1873, in pursuance of the requirement of 
our Grand Constitution, I visited Joseph Warren Commandery. 
I was there met by our E. Grand Treasurer, Sir William Park- 
man, and Eminent Sirs Wyzeman Marshall, John D. Coolidge, 
Marlborough Williams, John M. Clark, William S. Anderson, 
Charles B. Lancaster, and Samuel Mason, Jr., all of whom 
uccompanied me and formed my suite during the visitation. 
The work exemplified was upon the order of the Temple, and 
was rendered to the satisfaction of all the visiting brethren. 
This body numbers rising ninety members, and it was evident 
to all that a large membership had not rendered the members 
strangers to each other, on the other hand it seemed more like 
a family wherein each member was interested in the welfare of 
each other member, and all striving to make and preserve a 
good name. Here J found a unity of heart and purpose that 
by mere contact made the visitor feel proud of his connection 
with an organization capable of producing such results. 

During the exercises of the afterpart of the evening several 
short speeches were made, all of which abounded in words of 
praise and cheer to Joseph Warren Commandery. 


OLIVET COMMANDERY (U. D.) 


Since the Semi-Annual Assembly I received a petition for a 
dispensation to form a new commandery at Lynn, Massachu- 
setts. On the 13th of March, A. D. 1873, I issued a dispensa- 
tion therefor by the name of Olivet Commandery, appointing 
as the first three officers under said dispensation, 
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Sir GrEorRGE W. KEENE....... E. Commander. 
Sir JoHN SHAW, 2d.......... Generalissimo. 
Sir HarMon HALL.......... Captain General. 


The most of the petitioners are members of Winslow Lewis 
Commandery, which commandery recommended the grant- 
ing of the dispensation. I could not hesitate in my action as 
so many knights asked to be permitted to form a separate 
organization, and also because the locality is one that promives 
to maintain such organization in a manner to do credit to the 
order. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

The revolution adopted at the last, Annual Assembly, author- 
izing the “Right Eminent Grand Commander, for the time 
being,” to receive and acknowledge representatives near this 
Grand Commandery, &c., as also to appoint, in his discretion, 
representatives of this Grand Commandery, near other State 
Grand Commanderies, was immediately after said assembly 
communicated to the different State Grand Commanders by 
our E. Grand Recorder, and now it is my duty to report what 
action has been taken thereunder. 


The first representative appointed near this Grand Com- 
mandery, and by me acknowledged, was that of our R. E. Sir 
Knight Benjamin Dean, such appointment having been made 
by the R. E. Grand Commander of Kansas. It was indeed this 
appointment that brought the subject of Grand Representatives 
before us, and which led to the adoption of the resolution 
referred to. Ideemed it therefore meet, that such appointment 
should be first acknowledged. E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman hav- 
ing, on the 8th day of November, A. D. 1872, been appointed 
Representative for the Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania, 
was duly acknowledged as such, and having, on the 10th of the 
same month, been appointed Representative for the Grand Com- 
mandery of Vermont, with the rank of Grand Captain General, 
he was acknowledged accordingly. 


I have also acknowledged our E. Companion, Wyzeman Mar- 
shall, as Representative of the Grand Commandery of Kentucky, 
with the rank of Grand Generalissimo, he having been commis- 
sioned as such by commission dated December 23d, A. D. 1872. 
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Our E. Grand Captain General having been by commission 
dated January 30th, A. D. 1873, appointed Representative near 
this Grand Commandery by the Grand Commandery of Indi- 
ana, with the rank of Grand Generalissimo, has been duly 
acknowledged as such representative. 


R. E. Sir Charles H. Titus, being commissioned by the Grand 
Commandery of California, has been acknowledged as such 
representative, near this Grand Commandery. 


I have also acknowledged as the Representative of the Grand 
Commandery of Nebraska, near this Grand Commandery, E. 
Sir Henry W. Rugg, he having been duly commissioned as 
such. 


Past Grand Master E. Sir William Sewall Gardner, has been 
commissioned as the Representative of the Grand Command- 
eries of New Jersey and New York, with the rank, in both 
cases, of Past Grand Commander; and also, of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Illinois, each of these has been by me duly recog- 
nized. 


The following appointments of representatives have been 
made, near the Grand Commanderies named : 


Sir James M. Porter, of Easton, Penn................ November, 1872, 
Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania. 


Sir W. H. 8S. Wuitcoms, Burlington, Vt............... November, 1872, 
For Grand Commandery of Vermont. 


Sir Winuiam ALVA WARNER, Louisville, Kentucky. ...November, 1872, 
For Grand Commandery of Kentucky. 


Sir GeoreEe FrRanK Gouky, St. Louis, Mo.............. Dec. 11, 1872, 
For Grand Commandery of Missouri. 

Sir JosEpn P. Hornor, New Orleans, La................ Dec. 11, 1872, 
For Grand Commandery of Louisiana. 

Sir CHARLES R. ARmstTroneG, Macon, Ga............ ... Dec. 21, 1872, 
For Grand Commandery of Georgia. 

Sir Ropert (. JorDAN, Brownsville, Neb............... Dec. 21, 1872, 
For Grand Commandery of Nebraska. 

Sir Davin P. WHEDON, Fort Wayne, Ind................. Feb. 12, 1873, 


For Grand Commandery of Indiana. 
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Sir Wi.usaM B. Isaacs, Richmond, Va................. March 11, 1873, 
For Grand Commandery of Virginia. 


Sir Vincent L. HuURLBuRT, Chicago, Ill........ ....... March 11, 1873, 
For Grand Commandery of Ilinois. 


Sir Ropert H. Waterman, Albany, N Y .............65 March, 1872, 
For Grand Commandery of New York. 


GETHSEMANE COMMANDERY, (U. D.) 


It will be remembered that at the last Annual Assembly, 
certain Sir Knights who had been working under dispensation 
at Newtonville, Mass., applied for a charter for a commandery, 
to be located at that place, to be known as “ Gethsemane Com- 
mandery,” and that it was voted, that “a charter issue to those 
of the petitioners knighted prior to the date of application for 
dispensation.” Inimediately after the session I received the 
following communication : 


Boston, October 29, 1872. 
NicHOLAs VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander of Knights Templars of Mussachusetts and Rhode 
Island. 


Rient EMINENT Sir :—In behalf of the petitioners to the Grand Com- 
mandery for a charter for a commandery to be called Gethsemane, | 
beg leave to call your attention to the report of the committee adopted 
at the regular communication of the Grand Commandery, on the 25th 
instant. 


The report is as follows: 


In GRAND COMMANDERY, 
PROVIDENCE, R. L., October 25, 1872. 


Your committee to whom was referred the records, by-laws and peti- 
tion of certain Sir Knights who bave been working under dispensation 
at Newtonville, Mass., for a charter for a commandery to be held at that 
place, to be known as Gethsemane Commandery, respectfully report ; 
That they have attended to that duty and find the records correctly kept, 
the by-laws in accordance with the provisions of our constitutions, with 
one or two suggestions which the committee have made. Considerable 
work has been done and everything promises well. We recommend that 
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when the changes in the by-laws suggested, be madc, a charter issue to 
those of the petitioners knighted prior to the date of application for dis- 
pensation. 
Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY CHICKERING, 
CHARLES T. GAY, 
4. V.. BICKNELL. 


The above is a correct copy of the report, and as originally written, 
ending with the word “issue,” was proper and consistent, but some happy 
after thought during the acceptance of the report, was gently whispered 
into the ears of the committee and the result the lines interlined in the 
document after the word “issue” were adopted. Now I submit, 


1. That the petitioners have been regularly created Knights Templars 
and Knights of Malta, by virtue of a power issued by the Grand Body. 


2. That they are justly and constitutionally entitled to sit in any com- 
mandery while open as an asylum of Knights Templars and are legally 
qualified to receive from the Grand Commandery a certificate or diploma 
to that effect. 


3. That these petitioners are suitable persons to petition for a charter, 
and there is nothing in the constitution to prevent the Grand Command- 
ery from granting their request. 


4. That these knights in conformity with the usage among templar 
masons have selected from their number, as one of the council, to hold 
the office of Captain General, one who had received his orders from Geth- 
semane Commandery while acting under a dispensation. 


I contend that these petitioners have a constitutional right to be recog- 
nized by the Grand Body, and as such desire to be invested with a charter. 
The petition should be accepted or rejected as a whole, and if rejected 
another must be drawn up and signed by a different number, thereby 
depriving the petitioners of the satisfaction of having their names incor- 
porated in the document, and will be «a source of great disappointment 
to those who esteem it an honor to rank as the original members under 
the charter. 

It has been urged as a reason, that Grand Lodges constitutionally 
refuse to grant charters to Master Masons who have received their degrees 
under a dispensation—which I deny—but admiting the same, it forms 
no rule for the Grand Commandery, which is an independent body. 

It seems to me that at this particular assembly there was a sort of snap 
judgment,—which I contend was unconstitutional—by some of the mem- 
bers of the Grand Body, and has no force whatever though entered upon 
the records, and that the words “to those of the petitioners knighted 
prior to the date of application for dispensation,” are not binding, and 
that the Grand Recorder may be instructed by yoy to Gill out the charter 
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in the names of the petitioners. They are fully entitled to receive the 
charter and the only thing they would desire in case the charter may not 
issue is, that the commandery may be continued under dispensation until 
the next assembly of the Grand Commandery as they are not willing to 
supplant the knight whom they have chosen as Captain General. 


Your committee state that they find the “by-laws in accordance with 
the provisions of our constitutions with one or two suggestions which 
the committee have made.” 


The by-laws amended are as follows; the amendments being in slic. 


ARTICLE V. 
VACANCIES. 


Should any clective office become vacant from any cause whatever the 
commander in consultation with the council ‘shall fill such vacancies by 
appointment, &c. 


ARTICLE XI. 
CANDIDATES FOR ORDERS. 


Every candidate for the orders shall make application in writing in the 
form presented by the Grand Commandery, &c. 


ARTICLE XVI. 
FORFEITURE OF MEMBERSHIP. 


Any member who neglects to pay his quarterages or assessments for 
one year after the same are due may be discharged from membership by 
vote of the commandery, they having had at least four weeks notice from the 
Recorder of the amount and time when they may be paid. 


These by-laws were drawn with great care and with a regard to simplic- 
ity, that they might not be hampered with unnecessary verbiage. The 
suggestion to the fifth by-law is cntirely unnecessary as the head of the 
council is the commander, and his authority though not expressed is fully 
understood. There is no objection however to this suggestion. 


The alteration of the eleventh by-law is entirely superfluous, for if the 
Grand Body adopt a form, it must be followed by the subordinate bodies 
whether incorporated in their by-laws or not. 


The amendment to by-law XVI, I contend is not binding, as I submit 
that each body has power to discharge its members for any breach of 
regulations, and when a member has for one year neglected to pay his 
dues it does seem proper that he may be discharged, though I doubt if 
any conmandery throughout the whole jurisdiction would discharge a 
worthy and desirable member who had for one year delayed the payment 
of his dues. 


I trust, Right Eminent Sir, that the subject matter of the charter and 
by-laws may he decided upon by you in your fyll discretion as the grand 
4 
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head of the templar fraternity in this part of the country, and I have no 
doubt of the result constitutionally, impartially and candidly, and to such 
decision I entertain no doubt that they will conform as true and courte- 
ous knights, who are now deprived of their anticipated pleasure by the 
passage of a vote that is in entire contravention with all precedents of 
the Grand Commandery. 


With knightly courtesy, I remain very truly, 
F. LYMAN WINSHIP, 


Commander of Gethsemane Commandery, (U. D.) 


To this communication I made the following answer: 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND Ruops# IsLanpD. 


OFFICE OF THE R. E. GRAND COMMANDER, 
ProvipEence, R. [., November 9th, 1872. 


To Eminent F. Lyman Winship, 


DEAR Sirk AND BRoTUER :—Your communication of October 29, 1872, 
per hand of Sir Knight Greenwood; has been fully considered, and my 
conclusion is as follows: 


By our constitution the Grand Commander has only the right in the 
forming of new bodies to grant dispensations, and dispensations only during 
the recess of the Grand Commandery, and provides in express terms that 
“charters shall be granted by vote of the Grand Commandery alone, and 
at a stated assembly,” and it further provides ‘that a commandery 
formed within this jurisdiction without a dispensation or charter as 
above provided, shall be deemed illegal, and all communications between 
commanderies under this jurisdiction, and the members of such illegal 
ones are hereby strictly forbidden.” 


Thus you will see that by express constitutional law the sole power 
to grant a charter is retained in the Grand Body and prohibited the 
Grand Commander. Now the power to grant a charter carries with it 
the right to grant it upon such conditions as to it seems meet nor can 
such condition be abrogated by the Grand Commander. Such a claim 
if sustained would give to the Grand Commander the right to annul any 
vote of the Grand Body and to act in direct contravention of its expressed 
will. 


In this case we find that a charter was voted “to those of the petitioners 
knighted prior to the date of application for dispensation” that is, the 
Grand Commander is authorized to issue a charter to such of the peti- 
tioners as were knights at time of granting dispensation, but it does not 
authorize him to issue it to anyone else, and by implication forbids him to 
issue jt to any other or others of the petitioners. 
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It follows from this that I would properly subject myself to impeach- 
ment, were such a trial known in a Grand Body of Templars, should I allow 
any name to be inserted in the charter save as aforesaid, aye, more than 
this, the very charter would be void, and all commanderies within this 
jurisdiction should hold no communication with the members thereunder, 
the same being strictly forbidden. 

It has been suggested that should the Grand Commander comply with 
your request to have the names of knights created under dispensation 
inserted in charter, notwithstanding the vote of the Grand Commandery, 
that when the subject is brought before the Grand Body it will recognize 
such action and thereby render it legal. 

T entertain but little doubt what the action of the Grand Body would be, 
yet I am opposed to taking such action, as it tends to teach a very 
pernicious doctrine, viz.: the want of obligation resting upon all to obey 
the law. If I do that which I know I have no right to do, trusting to 
the Grand Body to ratify my action when to do otherwise would work a 
great wrong upon innocent parties, how could I complain if commanders 
should take upon themselves to do as they see fit, and after the fact to 
apply to me for ratification ? There are emergencies when extraordinary 
power, (particularly in masonry) may be exercised, but snch emergencies 
do not consist.in acting counter to the expressed will of the governing 
body, but rather in aid of it. 

It seems to be a matter of great importance to you to have a different 
ordering than has been had, and I am desirous of siding you in everyway 
in my power, and to convince you of that desire I am willing, if so be you 
decline to take a charter under present vote, to bring the matter before 
the Grand Commandery at its semi-annual assembly, and to recommend 
the granting of a charter in accordance with your wish, nor do I doubt 
that upon a full representation of the facts, such action will be had. 

I say nothing upon the subject of your by-laws as they only become 
important upon your acceptance of acharter. If you do not pray for the 
issuing of a charter in accordance with vote of Grand Body, you will of 
course be permitted to continue your action under dispensation until the 
semi-annual assembly. 

It is to be regretted that the wish of your body cannot be complied 
with, or that the action of last month was counter to that wish, yet I 
trust that your restraint will be only temporary. 

Permit me to acknowledge the spirit of fairness and consideration with 
which this question has been approached, and the assurance of confidence 
in my action from the commander elect of Gethsemane as well as your- - 
self. 

Entertaining the highest consideration toward you and those you 


represent, I am in knightly bonds, 
N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander, 
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It was determined to await your action at this assembly, in 
the hope that the charter prayed for may be authorized to be 
issued. The reasons for the desire are so fully set forth in the 
communication of E. Sir Knight Winship, that it will be 
unprofitable to say anything further, and I conclude, therefore, 
this subject, by a recommendation to grant the original petition 
without the qualifying clause in the vote made thereon at the 
last assembly. 


In reference to the by-laws of Gethsemane, approved by this 
body, (ag said commandery has not been constituted) I desire 
to call your attention thereto more particularly than was or 
could well have been done last fall. Article V, entitled “vacan- 
cies,” reads as follows: 

“Should any elective office become vacant from any cause whatever, 
“the Commander, in consultation with the council, shall fill such vacancy 
“by appointment until the succeeding annual election. Any officer ap- 
“ pointed by the Commander who wilfully neglects his duties for three 
“‘ successive assemblies, shall be considered as having relinquished his 
“ office, and a successor shall be appointed.” 

Such a by-law is objectionable, and ought to be disapproved 
by this Grand Body. It gives to the commander of a subordi- 
nate commandery a power that is even greater than that of the 
(trand Commander, to wit, the power,’ among other things, of 
appointing a Generalissimo and Captain-General, both of whom 
would have votes in the Grand Body as representing the subor- 
dinate commandery and taking away from the members of that 
commandery the right of selection. There is no need of such 
a by-law, as it is the duty of the commander to notify the Grand 
Commander of such vacancy, should it exist, and if it is desir- 
able to fill the office permanently, or by a new election and 
installation, a dispensation can be asked for, and if proper, 
obtained. In case such vacancy is not filled by election and 
installation no harm can arise, because the right is inherent in 
the office of commander, as analagous to the office of master of 
a lodge, to fill such vacancy temporarily; such filling, however, 
does not make such appointee such officer, but simply author- 
izes him to discharge the duties of the office for the time being. 
It is therefore recommended that this by-law be stricken out of 
the by-laws of Gethsemane Commandery. 
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DIPLOMAS. 


This Grand Commandery has never owned a plate from which 
diplomas could be printed, nor has it ever adopted a form of 
diploma, but heretofore has relied upon Boston Commandery 
for the blanks used for the purpose of issue. 

It should never have been permitted by this Grand Body that 
it should have been thus dependent, nor indeed should any 
diploma be permitted to issue except by the authority or direc- 
tion of the Grand Body. This proposition, however, need not 
be elaborated, for the source from which our supply has been 
obtained has failed, and now there is neither form adopted nor 
plate from which to print. Boston Commandery suffered a loss 
of its plate by the fire. This information was conveyed to me 
on the 25th of November last, and I therefore immediately 
appointed our R. E. Past Grand Commanders Winslow Lewis, 
Charles W. Moore, and William W. Baker, a committee, (and 
whose appointment I ask you to-day to reiiffirm,) to take into 
consideration this subject and to report at this Assembly 
design, cost, &c., for a diploma and plate. I did this that there 
might be no delay in our being provided in this respect in 
accordance with our requirements. 


BOSTON FIRE. 


Since our last assembly a great calamity has befallen the city 
of Boston, resulting in the destruction of property (so well 
known to most of you bow much) in a sum unequalled, save, 
perhaps, once in our history, yet as large and as extensive as 
was this conflagration, the loss to Masonic or Templar organi- 
zations was but trifling. Many, however, of our companions 
who were affluent, so contributed to this loss as to have been 
reduced to, poverty, still no voice of complaint has come up to 
us from any. Boston masons have stood forth proud in their 
misfortunes it may be, yet strong, administering to their own 
needy, dependent only upon themselves. It is, however, pleas- 
ant to know that the hearts of our brethren distant from the 
scene of suffering were quick to feel the misfortunes of the Bos- 
ton brethren and that their hands were ready to aid and assist 
them. As was natural the tender of aid was generally made 
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to the M. W. Grand Master of Masons of Massachusetts. One, 
however, came to me, and that from one of our younger organ- 
izations. It was as follows: 


Masonic ORDERS, STATE OF NEBRASKA. 


Nebraska City, November 14, 1872. 
To the Masonic fraternity of Massachusetis - 

BROTHERS, COMPANIONS AND Sir Knicuts :—Hearing, with sorrow, 
the terrible calamity which recently befell the city of Boston, and know- 
ing that our beloved fraternity must have suffered in common with 
others, by reason of the late conflagration, and desirous of doing our 
duty in such an emergency, we hereby, in behalf of the craft in this 
young State, extend our sincere and heartfelt sympathies, and ask that in 
the event of our brethren in Boston absolutely needing assistance, we be 
permitted to contribute material aid to the suffering and needy, from our 
granaries, storehouses and purses. We are ready and anxious to aid the 
distressed to the extent of our ability. 

Be kind enough to indicate in what manner we can best serve those in 
want, if such there be. 


Address William E. Hill, Grand Master, Nebraska City, Nebraska. 
Fraternally, , 


WILLIAM E. HILL, Grand Master. 
ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, Grand High Priest. 
ROBERT W. FURNAS, Grand Commander. 


Having ascertained the feelings and position of the Sir 
Knights of Eastern Massachusetts, I made to this communica- 
tion the following answer : 


GrRanpn CoMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


OFFICE OF THE R. E. GRAND COMMANDER, 
PRovIpDENcE, R. I., December 7th, A. D. 1872. 
To R. H. Robert W. Furnas, Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery 
of Nebraska : 

Rient Eminent Srr:—A communication signed by you in conjunction 
with the M. W. Grand Master and the M. E. High Priest of your State, 
addressed, “ To the Masonic Fraternity of Massachusetts,” has been for- 
warded to me by our Grand Recorder and is now before me. 

The city of Boston has indeed undergone a great calamity, and many 
of our companion Knights: have suffered thereby ; yet I am not advised 
of any needs that can not or will not be supplied by the Sir Knights of 
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Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Notwithstanding this, it is still grati- 
fying to be able to record the fact of your generous offer and to gratefully 
acknowledge your kind words of sympathy. 

Well have you conned the lessons taught in our splendid ritual and 
faithfully do you strive to give vitality to those lessons, and although we 
dip not our hands in your ‘‘ granaries, storehouses and purses,” yet will 
we draw, and that liberally, upon your kind feelings, and return you 
therefor our sincerest thanks. Such offers as you have made to the 
Masonic fraternity of Massachusetts gives another of the many proofs of 
the “ oneness” of our institution. 

In behalf of the Sir Knights of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, I am 
yours in knightly bonds. ee 

N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander. 


GRAND ENCAMPMENT TAX. 


I am again under the necessity of calling your attention to 
the United States Grand Encampment tax, a necessity imposed 
by a correspondence had with the E. Grand Recorder of the 
Grand Encampment, which correspondence I herewith submit. 


OrvicE GRAND RECORDER GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNiGHTS TEMPLAR, 
U. 8. 


Iowa Crty, Iowa, November 4th, 1872. 
Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Commander, Providence, Rhode Island : 


Dear Sir Knicat:—I desire to call your attention to the construction 7 
of Paragraph 1, Section I, Article Fourth, Constitution, page 25; and 
page 252 of the Proceedings of 1871. In the protracted labor of the prep-.—. 
aration of those volumes I had overlooked the matter, and therefore sent 
out no blanks or circulars in relation thereto. In the mean time, as I only 
learned at a later period, some few of the Grand Commanderies forwarded 
to the Grand Treasurer, direct, (instead of this office) the dues for 1871. 
so in reporting to this office, in response to my blanks of 1872, several 
(one-fourth) of the Grand Commanderies have, besides the dues of August, 
1872, forwarded also the dues of 1871. 

This led to an examination of the law and to a consultation with the 
Grand Master (Fellows) as to the true meaning and intent, and he prompt- 
ly decided that the matter was fully understood at Baltimore, and the 
letter and spirit of the law contemplates that the dues of 1871 accrued 
from that date, September 22, 1871, and were based in amount upon the 
returns of the several Grand Commanderies by their subordinates of Au- 
gust Ist, 1871. Such being the case, those officers that Jooked at the law 
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themselves at once sent in the dues of 1871, and since then others have 
with those of 1872. 


I regret that through my neglect to send out at the proper time a circu- 
lar, or blank returns for 1871, that several of the Grand Commanderies, 
yours among the number, have omitted to send up the dues — five cents 
for each member of the jurisdiction, August Ist, 1871 — for 1871 with 
those of 1872, as others of the Grand Cummanderies have promptly done. 
So it seems that those officers and bodies that have for themselves ex- 
amined the law have intuitively construed it as has the M. E. Grand 
Master —-that dues for 1871 ought and sl.ould be paid to the Grand En- 
campment. 


There is a good and sufficient reason for this, in the necessity of the 
case, to support the wisdom and the evident intention of the law-makers, 
in that funds are imperatively needed to meet the greatly increased ex- 
penditure of the Grand Encampment, consequent upon the greatly 
increased interest in the body itself and the Order of Templars, growing 
out of the Baltimore session. The Grand Encampment has given to its 
constituents a volume of proceedings, costing more to itself in the num- 
ber sent to each than the annual dues received therefrom; so that each 
Grand Commandery gets at once value received. This volume, in its cost 
of quality, quantity and illustrations, is but a legitimate outgrowth of the 
times, and I labored for nine months to make it honorable and creditable 
to the Grand Encampment, its constituent Grand and Subordinate Com- 
manderies, and have the vain hope that I was not unsuccessful. This 
volume cost a large sum and is a creditable monument of the time and 
the occasion. 


Besides, it became necessary to issue a new edition of the Constitution, 
and I seized the occasion to make it a vade mecum to the officers ot the 
Grand and Subordinate Bodies. It needs no commendation, even if I did 
it and bespeak its praise, as it fill) a want long and seriously felt. Com- 
‘pare it with the edition of 1869, of sixteen pages. This too has increased 
the expenditures largely. 


The “ Proceedings” were issued without the “Book of Templar 
Masonry,” (see preface) so as to avoid delay. The latter was promised at 
an early day ; it is prepared, and its publication withheld now for want of 
funds. If the remaining Grand Commanderies promptly respond upon 
this call, as did several voluntarily, it will be sent to press, and the his- 
tory of that session and the past made complete. 


Courteously, 


T. 8S. PARVIN, 


My answer to the foregoing was us follows; 
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GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISIAND. 


OFFICE OF THE R. E. GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, R. I., December 7tb, 1872. 


DevR Sir KniGut:—I have delayed answering yours of November 
4th, A. D. 1872, for, among other reasons, the reason that my copy of the 
amended Constitution was being bound and therefore not accessible. 


Upon an examination of tbe question raised, my view is as follows: 
that the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island should 
have paid to the Grand Encampment dues of five cents upon each knight 
in the jurisdiction, the same to be based upon the returns made to our 
Grand Commandery preceding our annual assembly in October, 1871 ; 
which sum, with our returns, should be forwarded to the Grand Recorder, 
previous to August 1st, 1872. This sum and return, I am advised, was 
forwarded. Our next dues are founded upon returns made to our 
next annual assembly, in October, 1872, and should be forwarded, with 
returns, to you before next August, and the same will be forwarded to 
you next month. To give any other construction to the Constitution is 
forced. 


The Grand Encampment acted upon this matter September 22, A. D. 
1871, and nothing in the language indicates that the provision was intended 
to be retroactive, and, therefore, by all rules of construction it must be 
future in its intendment. Applying this rule, we find that on and after 
September 22, A. D. 1871, State Grand Commanderies shall pay, etc., 
for each knight returned, etc., at the meeting of the Grand Commandery 
preceding August the first in each year; therefore, at the annual assem- 
bly of our Grand Commandery, after adjournment of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island owed 
and should have paid and did pay a sum equal to returns to it, at the rate 
of five cents per knight. And so of the next, or this, year, it again should 
pay in the same manner, according to returns made at its annual session 
in October last. 


Our Grand Body intends to meet all its obligations, and you may rely 
upon its early action in reference to this matter. 


I am yours in knightly bonds, 
N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander. 
To T. 8. Parvin, Esq., 


Eminent Grand Recorder of Grand Encampment. 


This correspondence was continued and ended by the receipt 
of the following : 
5 
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Orrice GRAND RECORDER GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS 
TEMPLAR, U. 8. 


Iowa City, Iowa, January 4th, 1873. 


Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Commander Grand Commandery Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, Providence, R. Lf. 
Dear Sir Knigut :—I had occasion to write you relative to the dues 


of your Grand Commandery for 1871,to which your reply was duly 
received. 


I have submitted my report to the Grand Master for September 1st 
and supplemented to December 31st, 1872, and reported no dues received 
from Massachusetts and Rhode Island, (Georgia and Texas.) 


My attention has just been called, by looking over my letter files, toa 
letter of John W. Simmons, Grand Treasurer, of September 21st, 1872, 
in which he says that “the assessment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
for 1871 was received by me last year. I have not my book here, but 
will send you a special voucher for both (Massachusetts and New York, 
which had also been paid him,) at an early day.” 


I hold his receipt for $2,000 paid him by me including for 


New: York;:1871 5.32 esc nie: Gacwieeee eek Feed $282 55 
dO: “AST? 54 ciccimasia teed oaaceeaan. eae $299 45 


but not a word of any sum received from Massachusetts, because I knew 
nothing of the amount, the date, and had even overlooked the passage in 
his letter. 


This has embarrassed me very much, caused my letter to you and thus 
an omission of credit to your Grand Commandery in my report. 


Please consult Cush. Art. First, Sec. V, (1) Art. Second, Sec. V, Div. 4, 
(8) and Art. Fourth, Sec. I, (1) (2) designed to guard against such irregu- 


larities. 
T. 8S. PARVIN, 
Grand Recorder. 


It will be seen that the point of difference is this. That it is 
claimed that under the provision of the constitution adopted at 
Baltimore, that this Grand Body should pay tax upon returns 
made prior to August, 1871, and before the adoption of the 
clause referred to, thus making a liability prior to said adop- 
tion, and that too with words so plain and unequivocal that I 
find it impossible to imagine by what rule such construction 
can be claimed. The claim which was made by your Grand 
Commander is that at the “ meeting of the Grand Commandery 
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preceding August the first,” after the adoption of the provision, 
this Grand Body should collect the sum required by the returns 
made to that Assembly, and that said amount should be for- 
warded to the Grand Recorder on or before the ensuing August. 
That is, there should have been paid on or before August first, 
A. D. 1872, our first dues. 

This being a matter of some importance, and being unwill- 
ing that it should rest upon aay uncertainty, or upon my own 
views, I ask that this matter may be referred to a committee to 
report thereon. 

You will perceive by my letter last above referred to, that 
it was intended to forward in January last the dues which we 
have the right to retain unti] August next, this has not been 
done, 


Ist. Because I thought it advisable to retain them so as to 
give you an opportunity to affirm or disaffirm my above ex- 
pressed views, and 


2d. Because the manner of collecting them was before a com- 
mittee, and a report thereon was expected at this assembly. 


PORTRAITS. 


At the Semi-Annual Assembly, held at Providence, in May 
Jast, the following resolution was passed : 


‘* Voted, That the Grand Recorder be authorized to procure a portrait 
“of Sir Winslow Lewis, to be published with the next printed proceed- 
“ings of this Grand Commandery.” 


In view of this resolution it may have appeared strange that 
the portrait of our R. E. Brother did not appear in the last 
Abstract of Proceedings, and it seems to me that an explana- 
tion is demanded. 

It will be remembered that at the time of action upon this 
matter it was stated by the mover, that “a plate is in the pos- 
“session of Winslow Lewis Ibodge, from which these portraits 
“can be struck,” &c. Our Grand Recorder supposing that such 
plate could be used, did not attempt its possession until a little 
before the time that it was required for use, and when he 
sought it, it was found that it could not be used without some 


36 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


change, which change could not be made without great danger 
of destroying the plate. This he reported to me. I then direc- 
ted that he make an effort to have a new plate engraved, but 
this, for want of time, and also because (although the language 
of the resolution gave sufficient authority) it was remembered 
that when motion was made it was stated that the expense 
would be simply the expense of printing, was not done. 

It isa matter of great regret that the object of the resolution 
was not attained, both on account of the worth of him whose 
portrait was desired, but also because it was hoped that such 
action would be but the commencement of that, which in the 
future at least, would be of great value. Our Abstract of Pro- 
ceedings may be regarded as a settled part of Templarism in 
this jurisdiction, and a most valuable part, not alone for to-day, 
but for all time, as therein can be obtained a full, perfect, and 
accurate history of the order within that jurisdiction. How 
much value will be given to such abstracts if every year one or 
more portraits of Past Grand Masters and Commanders shall 
form a part of them. We have now the opportunity of obtain- 
ing such portraits of many from life. Such opportunity will 
soon be lost. Many have already been lost. If we may not 
entirely remedy what is past we can provide against the future. 
There is but one objection to what is here proposed, and that 
objection is that it is taking too much of the funds of the Grand 
Body. There is force in such objection, and can only be avoid- 
ed by the action of subordinate commanderies. If a subordi- 
nate commandery will furnish a plate of any Past Grand Master 
or Commander, member of such commandery when holding 
the position of Grand Master or Commander, this Grand Body 
should and would go to such other expense as may be necessary 
te procure the portraits for the purpose suggested. I therefore 
recommend that authority be given for this purpose upon a 
plate being furnished as aforesaid. If such authority is given, 
I will call the attention of one or two subordinates thereto, and 
I feel that I can pledge a quick response. 


It is with great gratification that I am able to again avouch 
for the well being of the order, that peace and harmony exists 
throughout our jurisdiction, that everywhere is prosperity, 
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with no diminution of interest in the success and continued 
growth of the principles of our institution. 


T end the record of such matters as have come before or to 
me (which is deemed of sufficient interest to report), by invok- 
ing upon this assembly the blessing of Almighty God. May 
he grant us grace so to live as to reflect honor upon our insti- 
tution, and so to act as to assure its continued prosperity. May 
he unite us more closely by the cement of brotherly love, build- 
ing up within us a juster appreciation of, and a more exalted 
love for, those sublime principles that characterize our order. 


—_——()—_—____—_—_—- 


On motion of E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle, it was resolved, 


1. That so much of the address of the R. E. Grand Commander as 
refers to Gethsemane Commandery, (U. D.) be referred to a committee of 
three; and E. Sirs Henry Chickering, Wyzeman Marshall and E. L. Free- 
man were appointed said committee. 


2. That so much thereof as refers to “diplomas” be referred to R. E. 
Winslow Lewis, Charles W. Moore and William W. Baker and that tlie 
duty imposed upon them by the R. E. Grand Commander, upon the sub- 
ject of diplomas be ratified. 


3. That so much of said address as refers to correspondence with the 
V. E. Grand Recorder of the M. E. Grand Encampment of the United 
States be referred to a committee of three; E. Sirs Thomas A. Doyle, 
William Parkman and W. W. Baker were appointed said committee. 


4. That so much thereof as refers to portraits of Past Grand Masters 
and Commanders be referred to a committee of three; E. Sirs Tracy P. 
Cheever, Charles H. Titus and G. E. Stacy were appointed said com- 
mittee. 


5. That the remainder thereof be referred to a committee of three; 
V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, E. Sirs H. W. Rugg and John Eldred were 
appointed said committee. 


E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle, on behalf of committee No. 2, 
on address of May, 1872, known as committee on Costume 
and Regalia, moved and it was 


Voted, That two be added to the Committee. 
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Past Grand Masters, E. Sirs Charles W. Moore and Wins- 
low Lewis, were added acordingly. 


The committee subsequently submitted the following 
report : 


To the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 


The committee to whom was referred so much of the address of the 
R. E. Grand Commander delivered May 1872, in relation to costume and 
the order of the M. E. Grand Master, entitled General Order No. 8, re- 
spectfully submit the following partial report : 


In view of the great importance of the subject matter submitted to your 
committee, and in view of the fact that the Grand Commandery at this 
assembly has seen fit to increase the committee by the addition of two of 
its oldest Grand Masters, with whom the original menibers have not yet 
had opportunity to consult and advise, your committee recommend the 
passage of the following : 


Ordered, That the committee report in print to the Grand Commander 
on or before the firat day of September next, and that the Grand Com- 
mander cause copies of the report to be generously circulated not only 
among the officers and members of this Grand Commandery, but also 
among the members of the several subordinate commanderies through- 
out our jurisdiction, to the end that the Grand Commandery at its next 
annual assembly may act upon said report, calmly and understandingly. 


Ordered, That during the recess of our Grand Commandery and until 
the next annua] assembly, each and all of our Grand Officers be instructed 
not to pass or transmit any order, decree or direction of any kind relative 
to costume or regalia to be worn by our subordinates or their members, 
or by any Knight in our jurisdiction. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM SEWALL GARDNER, 
W. W. BAKER, 

THOMAS A. DOYLE, 
WINSLOW LEWIS, 

CHARLES W. MOORE, 

JOHN ELDRED. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the orders adopted. 


On motion of E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle it was 
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Voted, That the committee on Costume and Regalia have leave to sit 
during adjournment of the Grand Commandery. 


It was ordered that the report of committee on jewels, 
(see p. 121, proceedings 1872,) be read by the Grand 
Recorder ; and on motion it was 


Voted, That further consideration of the subject be postponed until the 
Annual Assembly in October next. 


The committee on Finance submitted the following 


REPORT. 


In GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 
Sem1-ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, May 29, 1878. 


The committee to whom was referred so much of the address of the 
R. E. Grand Commander, delivered before the last Annual Assembly of 
this Grand Commandery, as relates to the Finances, having duly con- 
sidered the subject entrusted to them respectfully report: 


That at the Annual Assembly of this Grand Body in 1870, the dues to 
be paid by the subordinate commanderies of the jurisdiction for each can- 
didate knighted, were reduced from five dollars to three dollars, by virtue 
ofan amendment of the Grand Constitution, Article 2d, section 6th, which 
amendment was adopted at that Assembly. This amendment was appar- 
ently adopted upon the theory of a minority of the committee reporting 
upon the subject who declared as their opinion “ that after a Grand Body 
had accumulated a sum the income of which is sufficient to defray all 
needed expenses, in case their receipts from candidates should be cut off, 
there is no longer a necessity for maintaining high dues, and such is the con- 
dition of this body at the present time.” If the minority of that commit- 
tee intended by this proposition to announce as a proper financial policy, 
that whenever a Grand Body has accumulated a fund the interest of 
which will pay Its ordinary current expenses, such interest should be 
devoted solely to that purpose, with no annual taxation upon subordi- 
nates, we should regard such a policy as of at least doubtful virtue, both 
as regards the Grand Body and the subordinates. Under ordinary circum- 
stances it would seem far better for all the interests of our institution of 
such peculiar scope and character and with such an organization as ours, 
that the annual income and profit of its grand fund should be sacredly 
devoted to the highest benevolent and charitable purposes of the order, 
and that the amount necessary for the ordinary annual expenses of the 
Grand Body should be met by equal taxation of its subordinates. It can 
hardly be doubted, that as in case of cities and towns and in all organiza- 
tions and institutions which require, raise and spend money in the inter- 
est of all their constituent members, the fair and equal contribution of 
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all the constituents to the general fund, stimulates the zeal, awakens the 
interest, and fosters the affection of all who contribute. By thus adding 
to the common treasury, each member feels that he is part and parcel of 
the larger whole which gives him support, prosperity and consequence. 
Should he be relieved from the duty and privilege of paying the common tax 
to his city, town, church, or charitable institution, he would soon feel the 
sense of manhood and independence slipping as it were from under his feet, 
and all enthusiasm for or sympathy with the city, town, church, or char- 
itable institution for whose support he has not paid his manly share, would 
be darkened or perhaps extinguished. So that it would seem that what- 
ever may be the amount of the reserved and invested funds of the Grand 
Body, the yearly interest of which may be devoted to the sweet uses of 
charity, or accumulated for building or other praiseworthy purposes, the 
time should never arrive when it would be prudent or wise, for the sub- 
ordinate commanderies to be free of all annual dues to the Grand Com- 
mandery. The Grand Commandery and its subordinates, so peculiar and 
close is their relation, are almost if not wholly identical, and you may 
sever the parts of the human frame, with as little danger to the life, as to 
cut asunder the latter from the former. Each commandery when pay- 
ing its annual dues to the Grand Body in effect pays for its own support, 

™ its honor and its Nappiness, and not to a superior organization or to any 
officer thereof. 

But even if it could be conceded, that the proposition of the minority 
of the committee, to which we have referred, is financially a sound one, 
the misfortune attending it was that it was not only entirely unsupported 
by but was contrary to the facts as shown by the books and figures of 
the Grand Treasurer, and of the auditing committee, by which it appears 
that for that very year, ending October 28th, (1870), the income, apart 
from that received from candidates, was $778 00, while the expenses for 
the same year was $2,119 18. Here was a financial result in which the 
line somewhat romantically yet humorously drawn by the celebrated 
Wilkins Micawber, Esq., which separates the state of extreme happiness 
and utter misery, was quite considerably removed toward the latter state. 
Indeed the financial exhibit of the year 1870 abundantly demonstrated, 
in opposition to the proposition of the committee, the necessity not as 
the committee say, of maintaining high dues, but of reasonable and suf: 
ficient dues, so that it is almost inconceivable that the Grand Command- 
ery should have so far cast aside its ordinary prudence and sagacity, as to 
have adopted the amendment to reduce the amount of such dues. The 
passage of the amendment is however doubtless to be attributed in part 
to the lack of a general understanding on the part of the members of this 
Grand Body, of the actual financial position and perhaps in part to the 
ever welcome suggestion of retrenchment in expenditures. The opera- 
tion of this amendment soon became manifest. At the adjourned session 
of the Grand Commandery held May 26th, 1871, R. E. Sir Benjamin 
Dean, then Grand Commander, in the course of his address, observed, 
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when speaking of the effect of the amendment;—“This is a step back- 
ward, it is a step which strikes not only at the prosperity and dignity of 
the Grand Commandery, but at the dignity and prosperity. of every subor- 
dinate Commandery,” and again, “We are all one family, we sympathize 
with each other. If one of the family is sick, weak, or in want, all nurse, 
assist and pay, for the Grand Body is all of you. If the Grand Com- 
mandery is strong, the subordinates are not weak. If the Grand Com- 
mandery is rich, the subordinates are not poor, its strength is their 
strength, its wealth their wealth. In every possible aspect of the case, 
the reduction at this time is not opportune in my judgment.” Neverthe- 
less the objectionable amendment remained as before. 

At the last Annual Assembly held in Providence, the present R. E. 
Grand Commander, having had the best possible opportunity of witness- 
ing the practical effect of the reduction of the annual dues, in his address 
delivered at that assembly, after giving the details of the annual receipts 
and expenditures of the preceding year, (which was the second year of 
the operation of the amendment) and exhibiting a balance against the 
treasury and after showing how and why he has purposely reduced the 
expenses attending the visitation of the Grand Officers to the subordi- 
nate commanderies, as well as the other ordinary and necessary expenses, 
proceeds very significantly to inquire, ‘What then shall we do? Shall 
we go in this way until the Grand Body is without funds? Or, shall we 
add to tax upon subordinates ? Shall we cease printing Abstract of 
Proceedings and visitations entirely, or shall we see that the annual 
receipts from subordinates be sufficient to meet this and other expenses. 
This is no longer a question of sncreasing the funds of the Grand Body, 
but of maintaining the integrity of that fund. There must be no more 
charity, or safes, or Grand Encampment taxes, nor other expenses voted, 
or we must fill our money drawer with more funds. From this state- 
ment the mistake of changing the requirement of five dollars to three as 
a tax for-newly created knights is manifest, and having the interest, 
dignity and independence of this body at heart, we must and that at once 
restore it.” Thus it sufficiently appears that two successive Grand Com- 
manders of this body, having necessarily the amplest means of judging 
of the practical working of this unfortunate reduction of the amount of 
dues to be paid into our treasury, have in the clearest and most positive 
manner officially condemned the reduction. Your committee are 
informed by the Grand Treasurer of a circumstance which does not 
appear in the address of the R. E.Grand Commander. In consequence 
of the inadequacy of the receipts to meet the current bills against us, the 
Grand Treasurer was obliged during the last autumn to give his note for 
the printer’s bill with interest added, which note matures during the 
present month. It would seem therefore plain to the commonest under- 
standing, and even entirely apart from the weight of testimony given by 
the R. E. Sir Knights to whom reference has been made, that a financial 
exhibit like this, which is the result of the passage of the amendment 
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already so fully spoken of, should suffice to effect such change in our 
policy and regulations as will effectually relieve the difficulty. The 
affairs of this Grand Commandery should be conducted in such a man- 
ner as to avoid both the extremes of extravagance and parsimony. Its 
officers should feel assured that upon every occasion of official visitation 
to the subordinates ,they represent the historic character, intelligence and 
dignity of a jurisdiction which embraces two of the oldest and most hon- 
ored States of the Union, and they should make the representation as 
noble and imposing as their official relation requires. They should not 
be stinted as to the comparatively small additional expense which such 
a representation costs. Without such display or ostentation as would 
perhaps imply the gratification of personal vanity, let them be attended 
with a retinue of prominent and worthy Sir Knights, sufficient to invest 
them with the true dignity of these illustrious orders and of the Grand 
Body which upholds them. Such visitations by the Grand Officers who 
represent us all, will pay more than their cost, because they will give to 
each subordinate a stronger and more lasting impression of the beauty, 
force and dignity of our grand organization, its tenets and its ritual. 


Your committee in the course of their examination of this financial 
question, have failed to discover any lack of economy on the part of the 
R. E. Grand Commander or his subordinate officers, so far as their man- 
agement of the expenditures is concerned. On the contrary these officers 
seem to have been rather obliged from the meagre condition of the treas- 
ury, to lean very much to the line of parsimony, and thereby more espec- 
ially to have impaired to some extent, the just effect and impression of 
their official visitations. ° 

What then is the proper course to be taken in the premises? It is 
obvious enough that the fees for each knight created should be raised, 
but a slight increase at the present time may suffice, and a larger increase 
may be effected next year or at any other time in the future when its 
necessity shall be shown. 


From the tabular statement submitted by the Grand Recorder at the 
last Annual Assembly, the whole number of knights created in all the 
commanderies of the jurisdiction was 487, and the whole number of 
commanderies including Gethsemane, (U. D.) is 35. Assuming the num- 
ber of knights to be created this year and the next at 500, which seems 
probable, if Section 6, Article 2, of the Grand Constitution should be so 
amended as to provide for the payment of four dollars instead of three for 
every knight created, and an annual fee of fice dollars instead of three, the 
amount of our annual receipts would be increased by the sum of $570, 
and the increase would perhaps suffice to make the balance good against. 
the expenditures. Your committee would therefore respectfully recom- 
mend the adoption of this measure of relief to the Grand Treasury, which 
will be effected by the following amendment of the constitution of the 
Grand Commandery, viz.; 
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Amend Section 6, Article 2, by striking out the word three in the sixth 
line and inserting in its stead the word four, also by striking out in the 
seventh line the word three and inserting the word fire. 


For the Committee, 
TRACY P. CHEEVER, Chairman. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 


E. Sir Winslow Lewis, in behalf of the Committee on so 
much of the annual address as relates to the late E. Sir 
James Salsbury, submitted the following report: 


E. SIR JAMES SALSBURY, 


Past Grand Captain General, Past Grand Generalissimo, and Past 
Eminent Commander of’ 


St. Jomn’s CoMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE. 


“ He was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason, June 10, 1822, 
and continued to the end a devoted, consistent and exemplary Mason and 
Sir Knight.” 


“After long and faithful service, he died June 19, A. D. 1872, aged 80 
years.” 


Our Grand Commander, in announcing last year the death of Sir James 
Salsbury, in his order gave the details of his Masonic life, and of the 
varied official positions which he so faithfully performed. It is unneces- 
sary for the committee, therefore, to recapitulate the eminent services 
rendered by him for so long « period, but only to propose those resolu- 
tions which are appropriate to perpetuate on our records the estimate of 
our regard and veneration. 


Resolved, That when a Masonic patriarch and faithful veteran follower 
of the “cross” is called from our ranks by the stern order of Death, there 
remains far his companions the pleasing but solemn duty of paying their 
last tribute of affection to his memorv ; therefore, 


Ttesolcved, That we have committed to earth one who during a lengthen- 
ed and honorable life has ever evinced the high characteristics of a true, 
zealous, upright man and brother. : 


Resolved, That his long career ax a Sir Knight, and high record of per- 
sistent devotion in the cause of Templarism, positively merit our grateful 
tribute. 


Resolved, therefore, That this Grand Commandery accord to his mem- 
ory the tenderest respect und affection, and the prayer that when we shall 
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step from the ranks, our record shail be as bright and enduring as that of 
the late Sir James Salsbury. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the resolutions adopted. 


The committee to whom was referred the report of Grand 
Lecturers, made at the last annual assembly, (see page 129 
Proceedings 1872) submitted the following report, which, 
on motion, was accepted: 


In Granp CoMMANDERY, May 29, 1873. 


The committee appointed to consider the suggestions in reference to 
the ritual of the orders of knighthood, which were presented by the 
Grand Lecturers at our last convocation, have given the subject careful 
and deliberate consideration, and respectfully offer the following report. 

Believing, as we do, that the subject matter from which the work is 
dramatized should contain all of the essential points necessary to convey 
an accurate and correct understanding to the mind of every student, and 
that henceforth the completeness of the several Lectures should place the 
_ possibility of a wrong conception and execution of the work beyond any 
tissignable cause, your committee recommend the adoption of some of the 
suggestions under consideration and the rejection of others, as set forth in 
tlte accompanying schedule. 

WYZEMAN MARSHALL, 
E. H. BRAINARD, {commie 
F. J. FOSS, 


The Grand Commandery then proceeded to consider the 
recommendations made by the committee seriatim; these 
meeting with very general approval, it was, on motion of 
E. Sir George E. Stacy, 


Voted, That in all cases where the committee recommend the approval 
of the Grand Lecturers’ report, this Grand Commandery approve and 


adopt. a: 


In a few cases where the committee did not approve, 
each case was decided by vote, and the report of the Grand 
Lecturers, as amended, was adopted, as shown in the secret 
archives of this Grand Commandery. 
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The committee on remainder of address in October, 1872, 
submitted the following report: 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 
Boston, May 29, 1873. 


The committee to whom was referred so much of the R. E. Grand 
Commandery’s last “Annual Address” as was not specially referred, after 
a careful revision of it, find two subjects therein to recommend to your 
attention. 


First. The suggestion to provide by constitutional enactment for a 
permanent “‘ Committee on Credentials,"—the necessity for which com- 
mittee the Grand Commander has so forcibly set forth that we recommend 
to this.body the adoption of the following addition to Section 5 of its 
constitution : 


Under the heading “Attendance and Proxies,” Section 5, add— The 
R. E. Grand Commander, iminediately after his installation, shall appoint 
a committee of three members as a Standing Committee on Credentials, 
for the year ensuing, whose duty it shall be to ascertain and report to the 
Commandery as early as may be at every assembly, who are entitled to 
seats therein.” 


Second. The petition of certain Sir Knights for anew Commandery to 
be located at Hyannis. Your committee having decided to give all in- 
terested ample opportunity to present their views, more than ten days 
previous notice was sent by mail to each petitioner whose addréss could 
be obtained, that this committee would be in session at the Masonic Tem- 
ple in Boston, May 1st, at 12 o’clock, noon, to hear them. One petitioner 
— Sir Knight R. 8. Pope —alone appeared and testified substantially as 
recorded by a former committee (Proceedings of Grand Commandery for 
year ending October, 1872, page 112), but very evidently with diminished 
enthusiasm, and admitting that he might leave and change his present 
residence from Hyannis at any time. No other testimony was then laid 
before us. 


The individual members of the committee have from time to time em- 
braced opportunities as they have offered, to inform themselves, and have 
received, almost invariably, discouraging accounts as to the probable suc- 
cesg of this enterprise at the present time. Six months ago a majority of 
the committee then having the petition in charge were “persuaded that 
the best interests of the petitioners and the locality they represent will 
probably be subserved by the postponement of the attempt to establish 
this Commandery to a day future, not,” they trusted, “far distant, when 
the chances of a solid and permanent success may be brighter than we 
can now reasonably regard them,” and they entertained ‘‘no doubt that 
the prayer of the petitioners should be refused.” 
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Your present committee are constrained to say that, in their opinion, 
time has rather dimmed than brightened the prospects of success; that 
where then there was the most zeal, there is now evidence of very little; 
that where there were then duudtz now there are adverse certainties, and 
they recommend that the prayer of the petitioners be refused. 


D. M. B. THAXTER, | 
WINSLOW LEWIS, 
THOS. A. DOYLE, 

Z. L. BICKNELL, 


Committee. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 


The Grand Recorder announced that he had the records, 
by-laws and other papers of Gethsemane Commandery, U. 
D., and Olivet Commandery, U. D., together with a petition 
from each, praying for a charter; and they were, by order 
of the Grand Commander, referred to the following com- 
mittee: E. Sir Henry Chickering, Sir Wyzeman Marshall, 
and E. L. Freeman. 


The committee having considered the foregoing peti- 
tions, etc., subsequently reported as follows: 


In GRranp COMMANDERY, 
Boston, Mass., May 29th, 1873. 

Your committee to whom was referred the petition of William Dawes 
Coolidge and thirty other Knights Templars, for a charter for a command- 
ery to be located at Newtonville, Mass., under the name of Gethsemane 
Commandery, have attended to that duty, and find that their records are 
finely kept and show a large amount of work under dispensation, and 
indicate great prosperity. The by-laws have been examined, and we 
have stricken out Art. 5, relating to vacancies in officers and with one or 
two other slight alterations made, rgcommend their adoption and that the 
petition be granted and a charter issue. 

HENRY CHICKERING, 


WYZEMAN MARSHALL, t Gonna 
E. L. FREEMAN, \ 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 


It was also 
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Voted, That Gethsemane Commandery shall take rank and precedence 
from the date of its dispensation, to wit: May 20, 1872. 


In GRAND COMMANDERY, 
Boston, Mass., Muay 29, 1873. 

Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of George W. 
Keene and forty-four other Knights Templars, for a charter for a subor- 
dinate Commandery, to be located at Lynn, Mass., under the name of 
Olivet Commandery, together with the papers relating thereto, have 
attended to the same, and after numerous alterations to the very extended 
code of by-laws, recommend that with these alterations they be approved. 
The records are fairly kept, and your committee recommend that the 
pelition be granted and a charter issue. 


HENRY CHICKERING, 
WYZEMAN MARSHALL, | Committee. 
E. L. FREEMAN, \ 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 


On motion of E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle it was 


Voted, That one be added to the committee on the Grand Encampment 
per capita tax. 


V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott was added to the committee, 
who subsequently reported as follows: 


To tne R. E. Granp COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND 
RuoveE Isianp. 


The committee to whom, at the annual assembly in October last, was 
referred eo much of the address of the R. E. Grand Commander, delivered 
at that assembly, as relates to the ‘‘Grand Encampment tax,” make this 
report: 


The Grand Encampment tax is ‘‘an amount equal to five cents for each 
Sir Knight returned as a member of their respective subordinate com- 
manderies, at the meeting of the Grand Commandery preceding August 
the first in each year,” and is to be forwarded to the Grand Recorder of 
the Grand Encampment on or before said day, and this sum is levied and 
collected by order of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


It is clear to your committee that as this tax is levied upon each Sir 
Knight it should be paid either by the Sir Knight or by the subordinate 
commandery for him. It is not an assessment made upon this Grand Com- 
mandery but upon the Sir Knights borne upon the rolls of the subordinate 
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commanderies of this jurisdiction. Your committee, therefore, recom- 
mend that the subordinate commanderies be required to transmit to the 
Grand Recorder of this Grand Commandery, with their annual returns in 
each year, a sum equal to five cents fur each Sir Kuight borne upon their 
roll of membership, and that the subordinate commanderies be also au- 
thorized to collect this tax from their members if they desire to do so. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THOS. A. DOYLE, 
CHAS. A. STOTT, Committee. 
HENRY CHICKERING, 

Boston, May 29, 1873. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendations adopted. 


The roll was now called and the following Commanderies 
were found to be represented: 


SAINT JOHN’s, Saint BERNARD, Gop¥FREY DE BovuILLon, 
BosTon, OLD Colony, JOSEPH WARREN, 
NEWBURYPORT, SUTTON, NARRAGANSETT, 
WASHINGTON, BETHANY, WILLIAM PARKMAN, 
Worcester County, WINstow Lewin, Soutu SHORE, 
SPRINGFIELD, JERUSALEM, BRISTOL, 

Hoiy SEPULCHRE, Huey Der Payens, TRINITY, 

PILGRIM, SAINT OMER, Natick, 

PALESTINE, WoonsockKET, Cceur Der Lion, 
MILFORD, CONNECTICUT VALLEY, GETHSEMANE, (U. D.) 


OLIvET, (U. D.) 


PROXIES. 


Sir Grorcr H. BurnuamM, of Saint John’s Commandery, for E. Sir 
ALBERT H. CusHMAN, Eminent Commander. 


Sir WALTER BLoDGET, of Saint John’s Commandery, for Sir RoBeRrtT 
E. DWELLY, Generalissimo. 


Sir Samugn N. Dyer, of Old Colony Commandery, for Sir James F. 
Cox, Generalissimo. . 


The hour having arrived which was announced for the 
exemplification of the order of the Red Cross, the Grand 
Commandery was adjourned for the purpose of allowing 
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Coeur de Lion Commandery, under the direction of Sir 
Cuares M. Avery, Grand Lecturer, to proceed. 


Officers of Caur de Lion Commandery, Knights Templars. 


E. Sir Winttam H. KEnt....... sivsand Seda eiecaeiaceces E. Commander. 
Sir WILLIAM PATTERSON............0.e0ee ees Generalissimo. 
Sir JOHN B. WILSON....... 2.0.00. .0 cece eee Captain General. 
Sir Rev. Wititam T. STOWE...............6. Prelate. 

Sir Howarp F. RowE............-.c.ceeeees Senior Warden. 
Sir CALEB RAND........0 cc ccce ccc e eee eeeeees Junior Warden. 
Sir AMos STONE. ......... 0.0 ccc cece eee eeene Treasurer. 

Sir SAMUEL E. CHANDLER.............0c000 Recorder. 

Sir Witiiam C. MURRAY...........0 0.00 eee Sword Bearer. 
Sir DanrEL C. STILLBON...............0 00200: Standard Bearer. 
Sir GEorGE H. ALLEN.............. 0.0 c ce eee Warder. 

Sir James W. Pook, } ( 

Sir GeorGe L. BAxTer, *................. +, Captains of the Guard. 
Sir JouN BARTLETT, \ l é 

Sir IesRAkL F. CRAFTS........0. 00.0 cece eee ee Sentinel. 


And forty-five Knights in line, fully uniformed. 


S. E. CHANDLER, 
Recorder. 


The following certificate was also received: 


Cacr vE Lion ComMMANDERY, KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. 
CHARLESTOWN, Mass., May 27, 1873. 


This is to certify that at an assembly of Cour de Lion Commandery, 
held on the 29th day of April, 1873, Companion Joun P. H1ILton, hav- 
ing been constitutionally proposed, was balloted for and admitted to 
receive the orders of Knighthood in said Commandery. 


slttest : 8. E. CHANDLER, 
Recorder. 


During the adjournment of the Grand Commandery the 
customary banquet was served under the care of Coeur de 
Lion Commandery, at one and one-half o'clock, P. M. 
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AFTERNOON ASSEMBLY. 


After the completion of the work by Coeur de Lion Com- 
mandery the Grand Commandery was called to order at 
three o'clock, P. M. 


The committee on so much of the address in May, 1872, 
as refers to a “ Templar Manual,” submitted the following 
report. 


To THE GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE 
ISLAND. 


The committee to whom, at the semi-annual session of the Grand Com- 
mandery in 1872, was referred so much of the address of the R. E. Grand 
Commander as relates to a ‘‘ Templar ritual,” respectfully report : 


That after a careful examination of the proceedings of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States, and of the concurrent action of this Grand 
Commandery, your committee have come to the conclusion that the duties 
expected of them by their appointment have, in the main, been antici- 
pated by the higher authorities, and that in view of this condition of the 
subject, any labor or suggestions of theirs, tending to a revision of the 
ritual or any part of it, as it now stands, would be practically unavailing 
and useless. 


The ritual may, in general terms, be said to coasist of four sections or 
parts, to wit:—- 


First. The esoteric or ceremonial, including the secret work of the 
asylum. By the first article of the constitution of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States, Section V, Division 1, it is made the duty of 
the Grand Master to see that ‘‘ the dress, work and discipline of Templar 
Masonry everywhere are uniform.” And by Article IV, Rule 8, it is 
further required of him, “at each triennial meeting, if time permit, to 
cause an exemplification of the work appertaining to the orders of knight- 
_ hood, to be exhibited before the Grand Encampment; and also to correct, 
officially, all irregularities and discrepancies that exist.” These provi-_ 
sions of the general constitution of the order clearly and emphatically 
place the entire control of the sccret ritual, or esoteric work of the asylum, 
in the hands of the Grand Encampment of the United States, and beyond 
the reach of the State Grand Commanderies, except so far as it may be 
necessary for the correction of their own errors and the preservation of 
uniformity with the standard adopted by the supreme body. Whether 
that standard be the highest attainable or whether it faithfully represents 
the ritual as originally promulgated by the Masonic fathers, are questions 
which may be properly discussed before the Grand Encampment, where 


OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 51 


alone the power of correction lies, but do not fall within the duties as- 
signed to your committee. 


Second. The second part of the ritual, as your committee have divided 
it, includes the ceremonies and charges used in constituting and dedicating 
commanderies, and the installation of their officers. All these charges 
and ceremonies, with the necessary directions, have been fixed by the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, and may be found in the 
printed proceedings of the fourteenth triennial session of that body in 
1859. They were approved and authorized to be used in the commanderies 
within the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment. How far this author- 
ization is to be received as obligatory and binding on the State Grand 
Commanderies might be a question of debate were it one of material im- 
portance; but as the forms of installation in common use in all the de- 
partments of Masonry are, except in their essential particulars (in which 
all agree), usually accepted as indicating a general course of proceedings, 
rather than a strict vocabulary of words to be followed by the installing 
officer, your committee are disposed to leave the question of doubt where 
it stands. 


Third. In their third division your committee place the modern funeral 
service, used at the burial of deceased members of the order; and for this 
purpose the Grand Encampment, in 1859, adopted a formula, the use of 
which, by special order, it “enjoins upon the commanderies, grand and 
subordinate, within its jurisdiction.” This enjoinment or command your 
committee regard as final and obligatory on the subordinates until revoked 
and abrogated by the enacting power. The formula is printed with the 
proceedings of the Grand Encampment for 1859, to which your committee 
refer. 


Fourth. Your committee, for the sake of convenience, admit as a 
distinct and separate division of the ritual what is popularly known as the 
drill or military movement of the order. A manual for this purpose was 
adopted by this Grand Commandery in 1869, and is believed by your 
committee to be as full and acceptable, and as well adapted to the pur- 
poses for which it is intended as any that has heretofore been submitted 
for the general approval of the order. The subject, however, is now 
pending before the Grand Encampment of the United States, and this 
circumstance would seem to render any immediate action with a view to 
finality, if not entirely improper, at least indelicate and without any 
certainty. But, in view of the fact that the Grand Encampment will not 
be in session again until the fall of 1874, your committee decided, as a 
preliminary measure in anticipation and, perhaps, in aid of the pending 
action of the Grand Encampment, to refer the manual, as adopted by 
this grand body, to a sub-committee of their own number, for revision 
and report, which report is herewith submitted to your disposal. If ap- 
proved by this body, your committee recommend that the same be - 


52 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


printed and sent to the officers of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States and to each Grand Commandery within its jurisdiction, and that 
your delegates to the Grand Encampment in 1874 be instructed to officially 
ask for its consideration by that body. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


CHAS. W. MOORE, | 
CHAS. A. STOTT, | 

JOHN ELDRED, | committee 
WM. W. BAKER, 
E. L. FREEMAN, | 

A. F. CHAPMAN, 


Boston, May, 1873. 


On motion it was 


Voted, To accept the report, exccpt Paragriph 4, or so much as relates 
to drill, which was recommitted to the same committec. — 


The committee on diplomas reported as follows: 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of a diploma for this 
Grand Commandery report : 

That the plate of the diploma which has been used for many years was 
the property of Boston Commandery, and was destroyed in the great fire 
of Nov. 9 and 10, 1872. Your committee deem it proper and expedient 
that the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island should 
have a diploma, emanating from this appropriate official head, and there- 
fore recommend that a committee of three be appointed with full powers, 
to have a diploma prepared in accordance with the above suggestion. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WINSLOW LEWIS, ) 
CHAS. W. MOORE, - Committee. 
W. W. BAKER, $3 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 


The following communication was received, read and 
ordered to be referred to the committee on costume and 


regalia : 
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GRAND COMMANDERY OF MAINE. 
PORTLAND, May 22, 1873. 


To R. Bh. N. Van Slyck, Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 


At the annual conclave of the Grand Commandery of Maine, held May 
7, 1878, the following officers were elected: 


R. E. Jonn W. Bat.ov, of Bath............ Grand Commander. 

VY. E. GroreE M. Homes, of Gardiner...... Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. LEMUEL BrapForpD, of Bangor........Grand Generalissimo. 
E. Sets C. Gorpon, of Portland.........Grand Captain General. 
E. Ina Berry, of Portland.............. Grand Recorder. 


The following resolutions were adopted : 


Resolved, That this Grand Commandery respectfully protests against 
the M. E. Grand Master’s Order, No. 3, which, directly after the meeting 
of the Grand Encampment, to which the question was not submitted, 
abolished, by decision, the right to wear the black uniform in certain old 
commanderies, which right was guarantied them by special resolution 
when a regiflation uniform was first adopted, and which, they claim, has 
never been repealed, which opinion is apparently confirmed by the action 
of the Grand Encampment and successive Grand Masters fot over ten 
years. 


Resolved, That this Grand Commandery respectfully petitions the 
Grand Encampment to assign to the respective Grand Commanderies the 
right to prescribe the uniform, each within its own jurisdiction. 


Resolved, That our sister Grand Commanderies be solicited to join us in 
this request, and that we appeal to their high sense of chivalry not to al- 
low the righis of the weak to be trampled upon by the strong. 


I have the honor to transmit them to you, and earnestly request that 
you will present them to your Grand Commandery, and request their 
favorable action and concurrence with them. 


Most courteously yours, 


JOHN W. BALLOU, 


Grand Commander. 
Altest: IRA BERRY, 


Grand Recorder. 


On motion of V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott it was 


Voted, To dispense with the work on the order of Malta, aad also with 
the rehearsal of the lectures. 
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The Grand Commandery again adjourned, for the purpose 
of witnessing the work on the order of the Temple by Coeur 
de Lion Commandery, with the same officers, under the 
direction of Sir E. Dana Bancrort, Grand Lecturer. 


At the close of the work, as above, the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander called the Grand Commandery to order for the 
despatch of business. 


V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted : 

Resowed, That this Grand Commandery congratulate Coeur de Lion 
Commandery on the attention they have given to the instruction of the 
Grand Lecturers, and on the correct and satisfactory manner in which the 
work on the orders of the Red Cross and Temple has been this day ex- 


emplified; and that the thanks of this Grand Commandery are herby re- 
turned to that body for its zeal and skill in Templar Masonry. 


It was 


Ordered, That the Grand Recorder send a copy of the foregoing resolu- 
tion to Coeur de Lion Commandery. 


The Committee on so much of the address in October, 
1872, as relates to parades and pilgrimages, were granted 
until October, 1873, to make their report. 


There being no further business, the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander requested the Sir Knights to join in devotions with 
the E. Grand Prelate, after which the Grand Commandery 
of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island was declared adjourned. 


Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 
JuNE 12, 1873. 


A SpeciaL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island was held in Newtonville on 
Thursday afternoon, June 12, 1873, at six o’clock. 


Grand Officers Present. 


Sir NICHOLAS VAN SLYCK............ R. E. Grand Commander. 

Sir Craries A. Srorr. .. .......... V. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
Sir HorRack DANIELS.............-.. E. Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir Henry CHICKERING.............. E. Grand Captain General. 

Rev. Sir GzorGe 8. Noygs........... E. Grand Prelate. 

Sir TRacy P. CHEEVER.............. E. Grand Senior Warden. 

Sir JoHN DEAN...........0.00 0c eens E. Grand Junior Warden. 

Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN.............. E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN............. E. Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir StaFFoRD W. RAzeE.......... Grand Sword Bearer. 


E. Sir Epwin J. NIGHTINGALE, acling.Grand Standard Bearer. 

E. Sir CHARLES R. DENNIS, acting....E. Grand Warder. 

E. Sir Nevson W. ALDRICH, ucting....Grand Captain of the Guard. 
E. Sir CuarR Les M. AVERY........... 

E. Sir Joun P. LUTHER..... ........ 


Sir F. A. PreRce..............0 0000. Grand Sentinel. 


’ Past E. Grand Master Sir William Sewall Gardner accom- 
panying the R. E. Grand Commander. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened for the purpose of constitut- 
ing and dedicating Gethsemane Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders, and installing its 
officers, 
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The lines of Gethsemane Commandery were formed by 
the E. Grand Senior Warden, Sir Tracy P. Cheever. The 
R. E. Grand Commander and officers of the Grand Com- 
mandery were announced by the acting Grand Warder, 
Sir Charles R. Dennis, and entered the asylum of Geth- 
semane Commandery, where they were received with the 
honors due their rank and station. 


Gethsemane Commandery of Knights Templars and Ap- 
pendant Orders, composed of the following Sir Knights :— 


William D. Coolidge,.............. Edward Henry Fennessy, 
Adin B. Underwood,............... Revilo Leonard Hinds, 
Robert Lewis Davis,............... Moses Clark, Jr., 
William Ward Keith,.............. George Numan Noyes, 
Joho Samuel Hayes,............... Charles Wesley Cushing, 
Henry Cornelius Hayden,.......... Cephas Brigham, 
Nehemiah T. Merritt,.............. Peter Cushman Jones, 
Charles Arthur Burgess,............ Jonas Galusha Salsbury, 
Marcus Timothy Heywood,......... Jobn Adan Waldo, 

John Goodwin Tompson,...........Asahel Wheeler, 
Benjamin Franklin Brown,......... James Bliss Fuller, 

John Lovering Roberts,............ Charles Thomas Pulsiver, 
Charles Horace Bradlee,............ Silas Sanborn, Jr., 
Thomas Starr Hittinger,............ Horatio Balch Hackett, Jr., 
John Foster,...........00.002 eee Samuel Flint, 


James M. Greenwood,— 


Was then solemnly constituted and dedicated in due and 
ancient form, and proclamation thereof was made by E. Sir 
Stafford W. Razee. 


The R. E. Grand Commander administered the official 
obligation und installed Sir James Merrick, GREENWOOD as 
Eminent Commander. 


The official obligation was administered to the other 
officers by the E. Grand Prelate, and they were installed by 
the V. E. Deputy Grand Commander, Sir Charles A. Stott, 
at the request of the R. E, Grand Commander, - 
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Officers Installed. 
Sir Reh. DAVIS. srcces eee 6 oh. BV ite aide Sd Hand oh Generalissimo. 
Sir W... Wie REITs sig ckt aoecwandun bake Sek etea Vile cade Captain General. 
Sir H. C. HAYDEN.......... 2.0 ccc ccc cence tee e ee ees Prelate. 
Sir N. T. MERRITT........... 0.00 cece cece cece eeece Senior Warden. 
Sir Moses CLARK, Jr... .. 6. eee eee cee eneeees Junior Warden. 
Bir M. T. HEYWOOD......... ccc cece cece eee eee ees Treasurer. 
Sir J. G. TOMPSON. ...... 0.0 cc cece eee eee cece en aenee Recorder. 
Sir CEPHAS BRIGHAM......... 00 cc cc cece cece ueenceees Sword Bearer 
Sir GiN, NOVESs:6.ccsce0 eho ee a eee eee a oe Standard Bearer. 
Sir ASAHEL WHEELER........... 00.0.0 c cece ace eens Warder 
Sir J. A. WALDO, 
Sir C. H. BRADLEE, seed attine Madden seen Mace a wide Guards 
Sir J. 8S. Hayes, 
Sir ALEXANDER CHIBHOLM....... 0.0. cc cece cece ereves Sentinel. 


The customary official proclamation was made by the 
acting Grand Warder. 


E. Sir William Sewall Gardner then delivered a very 
interesting and appropriate address, which treated so 
closely of the ritual and was so interwoven with allusions 
to the private ceremonies of the order, that it has been 
found, after consultation with the distinguished author, to 
be impracticable to print it. 


At the close of the address, which was received with 
much approbation, the Te Deum Laudamus was finely 
chanted by the Temple Quartette of Boston. 


The benediction was invoked by the E. Grand Prelate, 
and the Grand Officers retired. 


The R. E. Grand Commander declared the Grand Asylum 
closed and the Grand Commandery adjourned. 


The ceremonies and the occasion were made more inter- 
esting by the fact that St. John’s Commandery of Provi- 
dence had tendered an escort to the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander, which was accepted; and that time-honored 
Commandery, fully clothed in the ancient costume of 

8 
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American Templar Masons, paraded with one hundred and 
four Sir Knights in line, exclusive of the famous American 
Band, accompanying them. 


On the arrival of the escort from Providence, those of 
the Grand Officers from Boston and vicinity took their 
place in line with the R. E. Grand Commander and prb- 
ceeded at once to Newtonville by the Boston and Albany 
railroad. On arriving at the depot they were received by 
the Knights of Gethsemane Commandery after the manner 
of Knights Templars in this jurisdiction. 


Each Sir Knight was presented with a choice bouquet, 
and a brief time was allowed for the interchange of civili- 
ties. The lines were then formed for a short street parade. 
Two or three halts were made in front of the mansions of 
distinguished citizens, which enhanced the pleasure, and 
prevented the fatigue incident to long marches, of all par- 
ticipating. 


The extensive grounds of Ex-Governor Claflin were in-_ 
spected; the gayly-decorated mansion of Sir Knight Rob- 
erts was beautiful to look at, and invited to repose; the 
home of Commander Greenwood was expressive of wel- 
come, but time pressed on “ treacherous inclination.” 


After the close of the official services, the E. Commander 
of Gethsemane invited all the Sir Knights to repair to a 
commodious hall, where the tables were bountifully spread, 
and seats provided thereat for all present. 


After due time excellent speeches were made by the R: ~ 
E. Grand Commander, Sir William S. Gardner, Sir Thomas 
A. Doyle, Sir Henry Chickering, Rev. Sir George S. Noyes, 
Sir William D. Coolidge, and others. Many well-deserved 
compliments were bestowed upon St. John’s Commandery 
and upon the occasion, but especially upon the E. Com- 
mander and Sir Knights of Gethsemane Commandery ; 
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and finally, when parting time came, it was with regret, yet 
with pleasure unalloyed, that nothing had in any way 
marred what was a health-giving and pleasure-giving time 
to all present. 


St. John’s Commandery returned to Providence freighted | 
with good wishes, and Gethsemane Commandery had added 


to her previous good reputation by a well dispensed hos- 
pitality. 


Attest : ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 


Grand Recorder. 


SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 
OcToBER 22, 1873. 


A SpeciaL AsseMBLY of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island was held in the city of Lynn, 
Mass., Wednesday, October 22, 1873, at six and one half 
o’clock, P. M. 


Grand Officers Present. 


Sir NicHoLaAs VAN SLYCK............ R. E. Grand Commander. 
Sir Coarugs A. STort............... V. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
Sir Horace DANIELS................ E. Grand Generalissimo. 
Sir Henry CHICKERING.............. E. Grand Captain-General. 
Rev. Sir GEorGE S. Noyves...........E. Grand Prelate. 
Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER.............. E. Grand Senior Warden. 
° Sir JoMN DEAN.......... 0 cece eee eee E. Grand Junior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN.............. E. Grand Treasurer. 
Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN............ E. Grand Recorder. 


E. Sir Wrtuiam H. KENT, acting......Grand Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir Witiiam D. SEELY, acting..... Grand Standard Bearer. 

E. Sir Cuar es M. Avery, aeting....Grand Warder. 

E Sir WitiramM PatrTerson, acting..Grand Captain of the Guard. 
Sir JoHN B. WILSON................. Grand Sentinel. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened for the purpose of constitut- 
ing and dedicating Olivet Commandery of Knights Tem- 
plars and the Appendant Orders, and installing its officers. 


The lines of Olivet Commandery were formed by the E. 


Grand Senior Warden, Sir Tracy P. Cheever. The R. E, 
9 
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Grand Commander and officers of the Grand Commandery 
were announced by the acting Grand Warder, and entered 
the asylum of Olivet Commandery, where they were re- 
ceived with the honors due their rank and station. 


Olivet Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant 
Orders, composed of the following Sir Knights :— 


George W. Keene,............. E. F. Estes, 

Jobn Shaw, 2d..............6. J. C. Eldred, 
James A. Hollis,.............. George W. Ellis, 
J. Gilbert Forman,............ J. C. Goodwin, 
Charles E. Parsons,............ Elt B. Gloyd, 
George W. Hill................ Henry Grover, 
Willlam B. Phillips,........... Charles Healey, 
George A. Breed,.............. Jobn F. Hay, 
Eben Beckford,............... A. L. Curtin, 
“George H. Allen,...........+.. Ephraim A. Ingalls, 
Nathan B. Fletcher,....... ... William Lowe, 
Joseph W. Haines,............ J. A. McArthur, 
William H. Messinger,.........D. F. Proctor, Jr., 
Thomas E. Ward,............. George E. Pollard, 
Jesse L. Atwill,....... ....... H. D. Reed, 

C. L. Aspinwall,............... Daniel Russell, 

B. B. Breed,..........06- .205- D. A. Sutherland, 
Thomas Collyer............... J. T. Sutherland, 
George B. Currier............. William F. Snow, 
William B. Chase,............. William H. Stone, 
8. EL Clough) sc s0s css sadcoiecs J. W. Wellington, 
E. H. Dunbar................ J.C. Weeks, 


Samuel A. Widger,— 


Was then solemnly constituted and dedicated in due and 
ancient form, and proclamation thereof was made by the 
Grand Warder. 


The official obligation was administered to all the officers 
by the E. Grand Prelate, and the R. KE. Grand Commander 
installed Sir George W. Keene, Eminent Commander. 


At the request of the R. E. Grand Commander, the in- 
stallation ceremonies were concluded by the V. E. Deputy 
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Grand Commander, who installed the officers of Olivet 
Commandery into their respective stations, as follows :— 


Sir JoHN SHAW, 2d......... 00: cece cece eee ees Generalissimo. 
Sir James A. HOLLIB............ ce eee cee Captain General. 
Bir J. G. FORMAN... 0.0.0.0... cc cece cece eee Prelate. 

Sir CHARLES C. FRY...............200 ce eeees Senior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES E. PARsons..............20005: Junior Warden. 
Sir Geora@e W. HILt..............00cceeeeee Treasurer. 

Sir W. B. PHILLIPs.......... 20... eee ee eee Recorder. 

Sir Grorez A. BREED............0.0000 ee ees Sword Bearer. 
Bir Espen BECKFORD...  .........0020000ee Standard Bearer. 
Sir GeoraE H. ALLEN........0 0. cc ee cece ees Warder. 

Sir N. B. FLETCHER, 

Sir W. H. MESsINGER, -................0.005 Captains of the Guards. 
Sir J. W. Harnes, 

Sir THomas E. WARD.,........... 000 e ce eeeee Sentinel. 


The customary official proclamation was then made by 
the acting Grand Warder, and the commandery was duly 
organized. 


The R. E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow 
ing practical and timely charge or 


ADDRESS. 
Sik KNIGHTS: 


You furnish the latest evidence of our growth. You form 
the last link in the circlet of the Templar chain. You rank 
the thirty-sixth of our Commanderies. 


Has the work completed here to-day, been such as will con- 
duce to the welfare of our institution? It is not every Templar 
added to our rolls, or every Commandery added to our circle, 
that gives honor to or promotes the welfare of the order. It is 
the character of the man knighted, it is the character of the 
Commandery constituted, that gives us strength and solidity, 
and insures our perpetaity; and by so much as the good char- 
acter of each renders us vigorous, by so much does the admis- 
sion of an unworthy knight, or the formation of improper 
knights into a Commandery, weaken and enfeeble us. 
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You see, therefore, that upon you, and the way in which you 
discharge your duty, rests the solution of the problem, “ whether 
you have been created for good ?” 


First let us consider your opportunities for knowledge of the 
proper way to conduct the affairs of your Commandery so 
as to reflect credit upon the order. You are made up of 
knights of many years’ standing and for many years, many of 
you have been taught the duties appertaining to your profes- 
sions, and all have so conducted themselves in the past, that a 
dispensation was freely and cheerfully given that you might 
form this association, and a charter as cheerfully granted to 
you, that you might take a permanent place in the grand sister- 
hood of Commanderies. Such action would not have been 
taken, except upon a guarantee of your intelligence, of your 
faithfulness to your vows, and more than all, of your heing im- 
bued with that spirit that gives assurance of prosperous growth. 


Conceding, however, all this, it may not be inappropriate at 
this time to offer you a few suggestions in reference to your 
conduct in the new relation in which you now find yourselves. 


My first suggestion for your guidance, is,—be not hasty or 
even ambitious to secure new recruits, that yon may add num- 
bers to your membership. 


There has more injury been done to Masonry, by a desire to 
increase in numbers than in any other way, as by that desire 
unworthy and unfit persons have passed its portals, only serv- 
ing to give point to any assertion made against it, or to go oat 
from it, mindful it may be of their depravity, yet endeavoring 
to compass the destruction of our sacred edifice, the beauty and 
holiness of which is beyond their comprehension or under- 
standing. 

It is true that founded as our institution is upon the im- 
mutable and impregnable rock of truth, its foundations have 
not been, and cannot be shaken by anything that ignorance, 
prejudice, nialice, or hatred hath done or can do; that it fears 
neither fanaticism nor anathema, neither traitors within, nor 
enemies without, neither internal dissension nor external van- 
dalism, yet many good men may be diverted from us if there is 
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found in our ranks such as will give color to base and hurtful 
accusations. 

Knowing this, how important it is to sift thoroughly the 
character of the applicant for admission, lest our temple may 
be desecrated by the entrance of an anworthy knight. 

It is too often said, and acted upon, that the fact of having 
twice passed the ordeal of an examination and ballot, is of itself 
a sufficient reason for again passing a candidate for our orders. 
Such fact is indeed a circumstance in his favor, and shonld 
weigh in his behalf, but in and of itself is no sufficient reason 
for a clear ballot. Those investigations were made by other 
bodies than ours, and at other times, and it may well be that 
what was true then, might not be true at the time you are called 
upon to act. The fact of his belonging to the Blue Lodge, or 
Chapter, should give increased facilities for making a proper 
investigation. Never forget that the Cross is the most signifi- 
cant emblem connected with our order, that it symbolizes a 
living faith, and is emblematic of a belief in the crucifixion, 
death and burial of our Lord and Saviour; that He arose from 
the dead and ascended into heaven; that He offered up His 
life as a propitiation for the sins of the world. Remembering 
this, you will see that new duties will devolve upon the Temp- 
Jar that may not rest upon and that are not demanded of the 
mere Mason, and these new duties impose upon you the neces- 
sity of ascertaining his fitness to meet these additional require- 
ments. 

On the other hand, you are to be careful that no rejection is 
made from other than proper motives. No Templar can with- 
out stultification or crime, from envy, hatred, or a desire for 
revenge, deprive the brotherhood of the society and support of 
a worthy man; but more especially is he blameworthy if done 
from mere caprice, for it has nut the excuse or palliation of a 
blinded judgment. Your duty is a solemn one, and should be 
discharged with all the care that your obligations demand of 
you. The ballot is more than a great privilege, it isa right, but 
a right that imposes great obligations, that demands of you 
the utmost caution in its exercise lest you be found faithless, 
and by your faithlessness show yourself an unworthy possessor 
of the right. 
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My second suggestion is—do not regard knighthood as the 
right of every Chapter Mason. 

This is a corollary of the last suggestion, yet its importance 
is so great that I deem it worthy of separate mention. 


It is a grave fault and much to be regretted that many 
Masons believe it a duty to encourage all men to be Masons, 
and recognize an obligation to confer its benefits indiecrimin- 
ately upon all. This feeling is perhaps a natural one, and 
arises from the great satisfaction such Mason has derived from 
_ its teachings, and from the wish that others may derive the 
same benefit ae himself. To gratify this desire however, you 
must strike at the very life of its tenets. You have no right 
to induce the profane to knock at our doors, except by living 
such a Masonic life, as to convince by your works, of its de- 
sirability. This doctrine, “that all men should be induced to 
become Masons,” except as it has been qualified, is untrue. 
Masonry is only for those who seek its privileges. We send out 
no missionaries to procure proselytes, and that Mason who at- 
tempts snch duty, but evinces his ignorance of the principles of 
Masonry, or exhibits his own unworthiness. 


Again, a man may be a good Mason and yet his presence not 
desired in the Asylum. That is, you can say nanght else but 
that he is correct in his deportment, und yet is undesirable 
asaknight; and ifsuch is the fact no Templar is bound to favor 
his admission ; he has no right to the orders, and if he receives 
them he receives them as a privilege. You as knights will re- 
gard your Asylum as your home, aud all within it as your 
family, and will watch that none be admitted that will not 
‘honor you by their association, knowing that here none can be 
thrust upon you unworthy of your association, or can come 
without your permission. None can demand entrance therein, 
but all must: seek. 


My third suggestion is—carefully watch lest your brother 
stumble and fall; removing all and placing no obstacle in his 
way. 

How frequently it happens that a word spoken at the proper 
time might have saved a fallen brother; aye, and it may be you 
refrained from the utterance of that word, from the cowardly 
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feeling that you might offend or be misunderstood. You are 
bound to speak that word of admonition, if you think it re- 
quired, and if within your power “to preserve a brother from 
falling.” Do your duty in this regard and leave the conse- 
quences to God. , 


This should be a pleasing duty, as no higher award can be 
given to any than the meed of saving a fellow. In your case, 
however, you not only save the man, but you thus save the 
reputation of your Commandery, and give it increased power 
for usefulness. Remove all obstacles from a brother’s path, and 
by so doing you will aid each other in all “ your lawful under- 
takings,” and will receive a rich compensation in the conscious- 
ness of work well done. 


My fourth suggestion is—conduct yourselves in and about 
your Asylum with proper decorum. 


The first impression made upon the neophyte, is the most 
vivid, and enduring. How important then, that that impression 
should be one favorable to the order with which he is about to 
connect himself. There is still a better reason that care should 
be taken in this regard, and that is, the effect npon yourselves. 
Carelessness and slovenness in manner, whether in work or 
conduct, soon leads to underrating the institution of Masonry 
itself, but far worse, will cause you to lose your interest in your 
Commandery, and as a sequence your Commandery will soon 
languish, maintaining a sickly existence, and it may bedie. A 
want of decorum can only spring from a want of appreciation 
of the principles of the order, or of interest in its success. There 
is no more sad sight than upon approaching an Asylum, to see 
persons lounging in ante-rooms, with cigar or otherwise, un- 
mindful of the fact that our impressive ritual is being rendered 
inside thereof; or upon entering the Asylum itself, to find out 
of the many present, but a small proportion are clothed in the 
garb of a Templar, and the rest without uniformity even of 
dress, conversing together as if they were without interest in 
the body and without a proper appreciation of the lessons being 
taught. See ye to it, that such reproach never comes near 
Olivet Commandery, 
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My fifth suggestion is—be obedient to those who are placed 
over you. 

A cardinal principle in, Masonry, and one that cannot be 
violated without the destruction of the whole fabric, is the in- 
disputable power of presiding officers, the requirement of im- 
plicit obedience to them, while occupying their stations, or act- 
ing within the line of their authority. We recognize no 
authority to dispute the ralings of a Commander in the Com- 
mandery itself, he being held responsible for his acts to the 
Grand Body alone. Except the right of appeal, you have no 
other remedy but by the election of a new Commander at the 
prescribed time. 


It is this peculiarity that gives us so much vitality. There 
can be no trouble in the Asylum, for all are obedient to the 
gavel, and the gavel will not be used arbitrarily, because if thus 
used it can be transferred to other hands. 


Carefully observe and follow these suggestions, and you will 
here build up a society whose influence will be felt for good 
throughout this enterprising and growing portion of the Com- 
monwealth, teaching all that it is a great privilege and benefit 
to a community to have a Templar Asylum in its midst. 


Are there any, that through ignorance of our tenets, or au 
unreasoning prejudice, would destroy your Temple? Make 
them honor and respect you, by so conducting yourselves the one 
towards the other as to command their admiration. Let your 
daily life give evidence that being Templars, you are also gentle- 
men. Show yourselves good citizens, obedient unto law, and 
the promoters of good order. Be known as the protectors of 
the helpless, as the strong arm to the oppressed, the sustainers 
of the poor, and the helpers of the afflicted. Stand by the 
Christian religion, and be known as its defenders. Raise high 
the banner of the Cross, and let not the refulgent rays of the ris- 
ing sun that fall thereon, be more bright, or more pure, than the 
emanations from your ‘lemplar life. Let your daily work and 
conversation be such that all shal] recognize that you are faith- 
ful followers “of those divine teachings and sublime precepts 
He has left to guide and direct us,” and which lead “in the 
paths of trath and holiness.” 
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Guard well within and you need not fear any danger from 
without, no matter whence may come your foes; whether 
from individuals, or thundered from the Vatican, all will go 
down before the flaming sword of truth. Internal dissension - 
and it alone need be feared. If the blow is ever struck that 
will destroy us, it will come from within. Like ancient Rome, 
we must become corrupt and rotten, torn by jealousy and dis- 
sension, deserving destruction, before the Goths and Vandals 
of infidelity can find a lodgement within our protecting bul- 
works. Keep the order free from sect and politics. Let the 
Asylum continue a place of refuge where all sects and men of 
all parties and political belief’ may come, free from the narrow- 
ing prejudice of the one, and it may be, the corrupting influences 
of the other. 


Blistered be the tongue that endeavors to connect our order 
with any political party in the land, and destruction to the 
man, that by its means attempts his own, or another’s political 
success. 

And now, my brethren, you have been constituted according 
to the rules and regulations of the order, and you this day 
assume control over Templar Masonry in this part of our juris- 
diction. We hereafter shall look to you to see how well you 
discharge the trust committed to your hands, how faithful you 
are to the obligations imposed upon you by your vows. Forget 
not to inculcate, enforce, and practice virtue by whatever temp- 
tations you may be surrounded, and ever diffuse the cement of 
brotherly love and friendship. Let the innocent, the helpless, 
and distressed, here ever find succor, defence, and protection. 
May the Christian religion never appeal to you in vain for sup- 
port, and should any dare attempt its destruction by force, may 
here be found knights ever ready to draw their swords in its 
defence. 


“Stand therefore with your loins gir¢ about with truth. And 
having on the breastplate of righteousness. And your feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Above all taking 
the shield of faith wherewith you shall be able to quench the 
fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation. 


And the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” And 
10 
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thus when you have finished your earthly pilgrimage, having 
discharged all your duties here below, you will enter upon that 
glorious reward promised to the righteous in the heavenly 
kingdom, where in company with the Angels, at the feet of the 
BLESSED IMMANUEL, you will forever glorify His name. 


At the close of the charge, which was received with 
evident approbation, the Te Deum Laudamus was finely 
chanted by a select choir of male and female voices. 


The Sir Knights were then ordered to their devotions 
when they united in prayer with the Grand Prelate. 


The benediction was pronounced, after which’the Grand 
officers retired, and the R. E. Grand Commander declared 
the Grand Asylum closed, and the Grand Commandery 
adjourned. 


The foregoing ceremonies were, at the request of the 
new commandery, made so far public as to admit the ladies 
of the Sir Knights to witness them. 


Olivet Commandery also desired to make the day and the 
occasion one long to be pleasantly remembered in Lynn, to 
this end they had invited the Grand Officers to participate in 
a templar parade by that body and Winslow Lewis Com- 
mandery of Salem, acting as escort to the Grand Officers, 
both of which bodies were permitted to appear in regalia 
as they desired. — 


Carriages were placed at the disposal of the Grand 
Officers and aged knights, who were received at the Krrt- 
LanD Housg, when the line of march was taken up for the 
commodious residence of Commander Keene, where his 
accomplished lady had already received the lady friends 
of the Grand Officers, and where an elegant collation was 
sumptuously served, 
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The lines were again formed, when the knight of munifi- 
cent deeds, Past Eminent Commander of Winslow Lewis 
Commandery, Sir William Sutton, stepped to the front, and 
in brief but appropriate words presented a costly and beau- 
tiful templar banner to Olivet Commandery. 


Addressing himself more particularly to Sir George W. 
Keene, Sir Knight Sutton spoke feelingly of the long ac- 
quaintance and friendship which had existed between them, 
and of his own knowledge of the merchants, manufacturers 
and mechanics, whose integrity, fidelity and ability had so 
largely contributed to the growth and prosperity of the 
city of Lynn, and commanded the respect and commen- 
dation of observers. 


“On the banner is the inscription ‘ Magna est veritas et 
prevalebit,’ —Truth is mighty and will prevail. This then, 
Sir Knights is to be the banner of your commandery, let 
your integrity and fidelity be constantly manifest in pro- 
moting truth, and make you always strong that you may 
walk in the ways of virtue.” 


The banner was gracefully accepted by E. Commander 
Keene, who said “it was received with greater pleasure, 
coming from one whose friendship he had so long enjoyed 
and whose charities and love were perpetual and abundant. 
They now for the first time formed their ranks in public 
as a commandery—receiving the banner they should hope 
and try to preserve it free from taint or stain in the time 
to come; emblazoned on its folds is the cross, the standard 
of the King of Kings—gazing on it our hearts shall be filled 
with thanks to the donor, with love and good will to all 
men. 


Standard Bearer receive and bear aloft this beautiful 
banner in the ranks of Olivet Commandery. 
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Sir Knights, behold and salute your banner, and let it 
ever be to youa sign and a token of peace, pleasure and 
strength.”’ 


The order to march was again given, but a halt was 
made at the mansion of Sir E. A. Ingalls, again at that of 
Sir W. D. Poole, and again at that of Sir John Shaw, 2d, at 
each of which were well laden tables and abundant sup- 
plies, to which the Sir Knights addressed themselves with 
ease and familiarity ; and when they finally arrived at the 
asylum, it was the opinion of all that the fine autumn after- 
noon had been happily spent in contributing to their own 
and the enjoyment of the multitudes who had heard the 
delightful music by the two bands, and witnessed the deco- 
rous and knightly display of the two commanderies. 


At the conclusion of the formal ceremonies the knights 
and ladies were escorted to Odd Fellows hall, where tables 
were laid and seats provided for the entire company ; here 
also had assembled, by special invitation, a large number of 
citizens and masonic friends with their ladies, who were 
provided with seats in the galleries, where they might see, 
and enjoy the music and the speeches incident to and at- 
tending this more formal banquet. 


R. E. Sir N. Van Slyck, V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, B. 
Sir Rev. George S. Noyes, E. Sir Tracy P. Cheever, E. Sir 
Alfred F. Chapman, E. Sir William Parkman, Sir Wyzeman 
Marshall, Sir Dana Z. Smith, and Sir William Patterson 
responded in answer to their names, and in the foregoing 
order, each with a speech emulous of the occasion, which 
was finally ended with many expressions of pleasure and 
satisfaction. 


Attest : ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 


Grand Recorder. 
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ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 
OctoBerR 31, 1873. 


The Sixty TaiRD ANNUAL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was held in the Masonic 
Temple, in the city of Boston, on Friday, October 31st, A. 
D. 1873, A. O. 755. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened in ample farm at 11 o’clock, 
A. M. 


The Sir Knights were ordered to their devotions, and 
prayer was offered by E. Sir Rev. Charles H. Titus. 


Grand Officers Present. 


Sir NichoLas Van SuLYcK........... R. E. Grand Commander. 
Sir Coarnues A. §rort.............. V. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
Sir Horace DANIELA................. E. Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir Henry CHICKERING............. E. Grand Captain General. 
Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER.............. E. Grand Senior Warden. 
Sir Jonn DEAN.................525: E. Grand Junior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN.............. E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN............ E. Grand Recorder. 

Sir STAFFORD W. RAZEE............ E. Grand Sword Bearer. 

Sir Jonn ELDRED............. ..... E. Grand Standard Bearer. 
Sir Gzorar EB. Sracy............... E. Grand Captain of Guards. 
Sir Epen F. Gay................0055 Grand Sentinel. 

Sir Epwarp L. FREEMAN......... 

Sir E. Dana BAaNcrortT............ tcrana Lecturers. 

Sir Coarntes M. AVERY........... 
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Permanent Members, being Past Grand Officers. 


E. Sir ABRaHAM A. DAME, 
“ CHaries W. Moore, 
“ ‘Winstow Lewis, 
“  Wruiam ELiison, 
“ Wriiiam 8. GARDNER, 


E. Sir CoarRtes H. Trros, 


“ — Wittuam W. Baker, 

“  BrengaMIn DEAN, 

“  JoHN McCLELLAN, 

“ Writ B. Bianpine. 


Members, being Past E. Commanders, not elsewhere represented. 


Sir StrLLMAN WHITE, 

“ A. CRAWFORD GREENE, 
“ Rev. Henry W. Roaa, 
“ WYZEMAN MARSHALL, 
“ M. WILLIAMS, 

‘* Hocum Hosrorp, 

“ Danre, E, Case, 

“ CHARLES T. Gay, 

“ Epwin F. WuHit1ne, 

“ Sutirvan C. SuMNER, 
“ Epwin J. NIGHTINGALE, 


Sir Cuartes R. DENNiIs, 


“ NEL9on W. ALDRICH, 
‘* Joun P. LurHeEr, 

“ CALEB BAUNDERS, 

“ FREDERICK J. Foss, 
‘* THomas WINSHIP, 

“ D. McBEAN THAXTER, 
“ CHarLes H. WHITE, 
“ James C. TUCKER, 

“ CHaRLes E. Smira, 

‘* Z. L. BIcKNELL. 


The records of the semi-annual and one special assembly 
having been printed and distributed it was ordered that 
the reading be dispensed with. 


E. Sir Charles W. Moore, on behalf of committee on Di- 
ploma, made a verbal report; and on motion of E. Sir 


William Ellison, it was 


Voted, That the committee have full power to procure for the use of 
this Grand Commandery, a suitable diploma plate. 


E. Sir Tracy P. Cheever on behalf of committee on Por- 
traits, reported progress, and on motion it was 


Voted, To accept the report, and to continue the committee. 


V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, for the committee on remain- 


der of address in May last, 
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Reported, That after deliberation, the committee did not deem it nec- 
essary to recommend any action thereon. 


Accepted. 


The same Sir Knight, for the committee on Manual, made 
a verbal report, which was accepted and the committee 
discharged. 


The committee on Parades and Pilgrimages submitted 
the following report: 


In GRAND COMMANDERY. 
Bostor, October 81, 1873. 


The undersigned committee, to whom was referred so much of the 
address of the Right Eminent Grand Commander, as relates to the 
parade in costume of subordinate commanderies ; respectfully report, 
that they have given the subject the careful consideration its importance 
demands. While they are convinced, that except upon rare emergencies 
public parades ought to be made only on masonic occasions—and that 
such occasions are limited to escorting the Grand Lodge when the Grand 
Lodge appears in public—and masonic funerals, and the like ; yet that 
emergencies may arise which would justify dispensations, and which 
would not come within the:foregoing descriptions of masonic occasions 
is also true. There is another consideration which has had an influence 
‘upon the conclusion of the committee, which is this. So much of the 
dignity, discipline, and good order of the fraternity depends upon the 
power and dignity of the Grand Commander, that we deem it inexpe- 
dient to limit his authority. We therefore report that inasmuch as dis- 
pensations are required, in all cases, the above subject must be left to 
the sound discretion of the Grand Commander. 


BENJAMIN DEAN, 
¥ a ross, MAN, Committee. 
8. C. SUMNER, 


On motion it was 
Voted, To adopt the report. 


On motion of V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, the report on 
Jewels, (see page 121, Proceedings 1872,) was taken from 
the table, and on motion of Sir Wyzeman Marshall, it was 
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Voted, That the subject, shoulder straps included, be referred to the 
next Grand Council with full powers. 


The committee on Costume and Regalia, not being pre- 
pared to report, further time was necessarily granted. 


The committee on the Grand Fund, submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was accepted. 


GRAND FUND. 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF GRAND FUND COM- 
MITTEE. 


In conformity with the regulations as provided in Section 11, of Article 
1, of the Constitution of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, the undersigned a committee having in charge the Grand 
Fund ‘‘so called,” respectfully submit a detailed statement of said Grand 
Fund and a statement of how the same is invested, namely : 


A deposit in a Provident Institution for Savings in 


OStON,: Of. ie dis hie edb eb 8s oe Aa eee Meee eae Memes $902 51 
Deposit in Boston Five Cent Savings Bank, of Boston of. 5,827 45 
(15) Fifteen shares in Mount Vernon Bank.............. 1,579 00 
(34) Thirty-four shares in Market Bank.................. 3,480 50 

Making a total of................04. eshte $11,829 46 
And showing a net gain for 1872-78 of.................. 987 71 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


NICHOLAS VAN SLYCK, Grand Commander. 
WILLIAM PARKMAN, Grand Treasurer. 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Grand Recorder. 


Boston, October 81, 1873. 


The accounts of the Treasurer and Recorder were re- 
ceived and referred to Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, Sir James 
C. Tucker, and Sir Albert H. Cushman for examination, 
who subsequently reported as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON TREASURER’S BOOK AND ACCOUNT. 


The undersigned, a committee appointed to examine and audit the 
books and account of the Grand Treasurer, have attended to the duty 
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assigned them, they have carefully examined the books, and find the 
same correctly kept, and they also find that all receipts and disburse- 
ments are duly vouched ; and we respectfully submit the subjoined table 
of receipts and expenditures for the year 1872-"73. 


RECEIPTS. 
Cash balance in hand of Treasurer October 24th 


DBT sense iGit oh ha otd oe bine tin ea hte $121 16 
Interest reccived on Stocks...............0.0005 323 56 
Capitation fees... 2.2.2... ee cece eee ence ees 355 60 
Charters and Dispensations.................... 240 00 
Returns from Commanderies................... 2,255 0O— $3,205 32 


WROD UB siactecstatcte vege liad ddan oneal's aiaw Rawee 30 00 
Salaries of Treasurer $100, and Recorder $200... 800 00 
PrGhingss2o2 ss oshac esau ier Sree esesaes 815 25 
Travel Expenses of Grand Officers............. 358 35 
Banguctas 1 kee ccsoiae et pa cieeeidedsctueets 265 00 
Capitation Grand Encampment................ 242 60 
Investments............0.000e en ere nr 294 50 
1-10 Receipts to Grund Fund................... 317 41 
TORR es casuscesruat Steere eeee Ga ee ets. 17 92 
Cash on hand this day........... 00000 ec ee eens 654 29— $3,295 32 
' STOCKS ON HAND. 
4 Shares Boylston Bank.................2000. 494 50 
2 Shares Atlantic Bank....................--. 198 00 
14 Shares Ogdensburg & Champlain R. R....... 1,218 25 
8 Shares Michigan Central R. R............... 896 00 
10 Shares Naumkeag Mills....................-- 1,366 25 
POU 5 sith Scale XG 4 ete And eke Cae Ewa ad $4,173 00 
Cash ct tract esa elcome eeas cater ge Sniaite See 654 29— 
Whole Property........ 0... cece cece ee ee eee $4,827 29 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


NELSON W. ALDRICH, 
JAMES C. TUCKER, Committee. 
ALBERT H. CUSHMAN, 


Boston, October 31st, 1873. 
On motion it was 
Voted, That the report be accepted. 


The following reports were submitted and accepted. 
11 


78 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


GRAND LECTURERS’ REPORTS. 


To the Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


Rieur EMINENT SIR: 


I have the honor to report that in accordance with your 
order, I have officially, as one of the Grand Lecturers, visited 
during the past year the commanderies assigned to me, as fol- 
lows, viz: : 


On the 23d of January, in company with Eminent Sir Daniel 
E. Chase, I visited Trinity Commandery, at Hudson, Mass., 
where I had the pleasure of witnessing an exemplification of 
the work on the Order of the Temple, which was rendered in 
strict accordance with the ritual, and in-a very impressive man- 
ner. At the conclusion of the work, by invitation of the Emi- 
nent Commander, I installed the officers, assisted by Eminent 
Sir Knight Chase. I was much pleased with the appearance of 
the Sir Knights, although my visit was sudden and unexpected. 
There were in line on that occasion forty knights clothed in 
regalia which is good evidence of their zeal in behalf of Tem- 
plar Masonry. 


April 15th, accompanied by Eminent Sir James M. Green- 
wood and Sir John C. Hall, I visited Coeur de Lion Command- 
ery, at Charlestown; the work was upon the Order of the 
Temple, and was well rendered. You have so recently wit- 
nessed the condition of this excellent body in the exemplification 
of the work upon the several orders before this Grand Com- 
mandery, that it is unnecessary for me to enlarge upon it. 


May 8th, accompanied by the E. Grand Recorder, Eminent 
Sir William H. Kent, Eminent Sir Edward H. Brainard, Emi- 
nent Sir Charles T. Gay and Sir Knights William D. Seely and 
John C. Hall, I visited “William Parkman Commandery” at 
East Boston, and was received with all the courtesy, and enter- 
tained with that hospitality for which the Sir Knights of this 
commandery are so fymous, The work was upon the Order of 
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the Red Crosg, at the conclusion of which we were invited to a 
sumptuous banquet where an hour was spent socially, and 
much enjoyed by all present. Thiseommandery is in excellent 
condition, and has every indication of success and prosperity. 


CHARLES M. AVERY, 
Grand Lecturer. 


AYER, Mass., October 30th, 1873. 


RIGHT EMINENT SiR :—I herewith submit an account of my 
official visitations and labors as Grand Lecturer during the 
year ending October 31st, 1873. 


Tuesday, Nov. 12th, 1872. Rehearsed a portion of the Lec- 
ture and work of the Order of the Red Cross with the Eminent 
Commander of Jerusalem Commandery, Fitchburg, Mass. 


Tuesday, Dec. 24, 1872. Rehearsed the opening ceremony © 
and most of the work of the Order of the Temple, with the. 
Eminent Commander of Jerusalem Commandery, Fitchburg. 


Saturday, Dec. 28. Rehearsed the opening ceremony, the 
entire work of the Order of the Temple, the opening ceremony 
of the Order of the Red Cross, and part of the work of the same 
order, with the Eminent Commander of Jerusalem Command- 
ery. 


Tuesday, Dec. 31. Rehearsed part of the work and most of 
the Lecture of the Order of the Red Cross with the Eminent 
Commander of Jerusalem Commandery, 


Tuesday, April 29th, 1873. Visited Coeur de Lion Command- 
ery, Charlestown, Mass., in company with Sir Charles M. Avery, 
one of the board of Grand Lecturers. The Order of the Tem- 
ple was conferred on four candidates. This being the Com- 
mandery detailed by you to exemplify the work on the Order 
of the Red Cross and Temple, at the semi-annual session in 
May, and which you were pleased to place under the supervi- 
sion of Sir Knight. Avery and myself for that occasion ; it 
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afforded me a great deal of pleasure to witness the fine appear- 
ance and knightly bearing of this body of Knights Templars 
who do honor to the memory of the lion-hearted king whose 
name they bear. 


Wednesday, April 30th. Rehearsed the opening ceremony 
in the Order of the Temple, and the Commander’s duties in the 
work of the same Order, with the Eminent Commander of Ceenr 
de Lion Commandery. Rehearsed part of the work with the 
Junior Warden of this Commandery. — 


Thursday, May 1st, and Friday, May 2d. Rehearsed the re- 
mainder of the work in the Order of the Temple, with the 
- Junior Warden of Coeur de Lion Commandery. 


Tuesday, May 13th. Visited Haverhill Commandery, Haver- 
hill, Mass., the Order of the Temple was conferred on one can- 
didate. Most of the officers were present ; was pleased with 
the style of the work, the general impression being excellent. 
The Sir Knights appeared to be well disciplined. Found much 
to commend ; the organ responded most impressively to the 
skillful touch of Eminent Sir James E. Gale, Past Commander 
of Haverhill Commandery. The records were models of neat- 
ness and evidently the keeping of them is a labor of love on the 
part of the Recorder. The work exemplified was in accordance 
with that taught them by their lamented Past Commander, Sir 
George Wingate Chase, and differed somewhat from the work 
adopted by the Grand Commandery in 1871. Explained the 
difference between them and arranged to visit Haverhill ata 
later period in the season and instruct them, or some one of 
them in the entire work of the Orders of the Red Cross, Tem- 
ple and Malta. There were seventy Sir Knights present. At 
the close of the work, refreshments were served in the banquet 
hall where a social hour passed away very pleasantly. 


Monday, May 19th, 1873. Attended a special assembly of 
Natick Commandery, Natick, Mass.; opened on the Order of 
the Temple, most of the officers being present and a good num- 
ber of the members; Eminent Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Grand 
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Recorder, was there and contributed much to the interest of 
the occasion. After attending to some business, the command- 


ery was closed on the Order of the Temple, and a council of — 


knights of the Red Cross was opened. 


This order was conferred on two candidates. The general 
impression made by the work was excellent. The records were 
neatly kept. The officers and members bore themselves with 
right knightly bearing. After the Order had been conferred, I 
reviewed the entire work. The closing ceremony was thorough- 
ly exemplified, after which, we repaired to Adams’ saloon where 
a fine collation was served. An hour was passed, closing in a 
pleasant manner my official visit to this new, but vigorous 
commandery. 


Tuesday, May 20th. Attended a special assembly of Coeur 


de Lion Commandery. The Order of Malta was conferred on 
seven candidates by Sir Charles M. Avery, Grand Lecturer. 
Sir Rev. George S. Noyes, Grand Prelate, was present and re- 
hearsed the Prelate’s duties in the Order of the Temple. 


Rehearsed the duties of the three Captains of the Guard, in 
the Order of the Temple very thoroughly with them. A colla- 
tion was served in the Armory after which short speeches were 
made by Sir Rev. George S. Noyes, Grand Prelate, Sir Caleb 
Rand, Junior Warden, the Prelate of William Parkman Com- 
mandery, Sir S. S. Willson, Sir William H. Kent, Eminent 
Commander, and myself. 


Wednesday, May 21st. Visited Boston Commandery, Sir 
Henry Endicott, Eminent Commander, presided. The Order of 
the Temple was con‘erred on twenty candidates ; the Order of 
Malta on twenty-one. The work was very impressive. 


During the evening a very handsome Past Commander’s jewel 
was presented Sir Abraham Annis Dame. The jewel commit- 
tee consisted of Right Eminent Sir William Ellison, Past 
Grand Commander, Sir Charles E. Powers and Sir William 
Sayward, Past Commanders. Sir Knight Ellison made 4 pres- 
entation speech of great beauty, to which the venerable Sir 
Knight responded with much feeling. 
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Thursday, May 29th. Attended the semi-annual assembly 
of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
The Order of the Temple was exemplified by Coeur de Lion 
Commandery. Opened with the following officers : 


E. Sir Wiiiram H. KENT................5. Commander. 
“ WILLIAM PATTERSON.............005 Generalissimo. 
“ Jonn B. WILSON..........-0. cece eee Captain General. 
“ Rev. GeoraE 8. Noygs.............. Prelate, pro tem. 
“ Howarp F. Rowk.................. Senior Warden. 
"CALEB. RAND o:4-s08% ag -o650. 4.0 dare, tae 8S Junior Warden. 
“Amos STONE......... 0000.0 ccc er eee Treasurer 
“ SamMuEL E. CHANDLER............... Recorder 
“ Winiram C. MURRAY................ Sword Bearer. 
“ DANIEL C. STILLSON..............-. Standard Bearer. 
“ GEORGE H. ALLEN.................. Warder 
“ GeorceE L. BAXTER................. 8d Captain of the Guard. 
~ “ James W. POOR....... .....ceeeee 2d Captain of the Guard. 
‘© JOHN BARTLETT...........0.00 eee ist Captain of the Guard. 
Wo Jo By CRAFTS. ccd ie tac eae eee’ Sentinel. 


The opening ceremony, work, and the closing ceremony were 
thoroughly and impressively rendered. More than fifty mem- 
bers were present and made a commanding appearance. Im- 
pressive music was furnished by a select choir consisting of 
Sir Knight Webb, Webb Jr., E. Frank Page, and Zachariah 
Bicknell. This added very much to the interest of the occa- 
sion. The large number of Sir Knights who witnessed the 
work of this young commandery were delighted with the high 
degree of proficiency attained and by the dignified and courteous 
bearing of the officers and members. The candidate was Sir 
John T. Hilton. 


Wednesday, July 16th. Went to Haverhill in the evening. 
Met the Eminent Commander of Haverhill Commandery and 
some of the members and arranged to instrnct them in the 
work of the orders of knighthood. 


Thursday, July 17th. Rehearsed the opening ceremony, 
work, and closing ceremony of the Order of the Red Cross with 
a Past Generalissimo of the commandery, very thoroughly dur- 
ing the day. In the evening, met several Sir Knights in the 
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Armory. Rehearsed the lecture in the Order of the Red Cross. 
Rehearsed part of the work in the Order of the Red Cross and 
Temple with Past Commander Sir James E. Gale. 


Friday, July 18th. Rehearsed the opening ceremony and 
work in the Order of the Temple during the day with Sir 
Nathan 8. Kimball, of Haverhill Commandery. In the even- 
ing met the Eminent Commander and several Sir Knights and 
rehearsed with them part of the work and lecture in the Order 
of the Temple. 


Tuesday, July 29th. Met one of the past officers of Haver- 
hill Commandery at the Masonic Temple, Boston, and re- 
hearsed with him the opening ceremony, work and closing 
ceremony of the Order of Malta. 


Monday, Oct. 13th. Met the Eminent Commander of Jeru- 
salem Commandery and rehearsed with him the opening cere- 
mony and work of the Order of Malta, and portions of the work 
in the Orders of the Red Cross and Temple. 


Wednesday, April 16. I had arranged with the Eminent 
Commander of Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery, Fall River, 
to make an official visit to his commandery this evening. A 
sudden and imperative summons to attend to other business 
which could not be put off, prevented my going there, much to 
my regret. I endeavored to arrange with the Eminent Com- 
mander to call a special assembly of his commandery sometime 
during the present month, so that I could make an official 
visit at that time, but obstacles seemed to be in the way suf- 
ficient to prevent this being done, so that I am unable to report 
the condition of this commandery at the present time. 


In closing this, my first official report, I am reminded of the 
many pleasant greetings which have “cheered me on my way” 
and “assured me of success,” in the effort to teach the work 
_ and lectures of the orders of knighthood. 


The ritual is a most impressive one, and the lectures are 
fairly descriptive of it. It only remains for the “attentive ear 
to receive the sound from the instructive tongue,” so that the 
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mysteries of this noble branch of freemasonry may be “safely 
lodged in the repository of faithful breasts,” to enable all the 
Sir Kuights in this jurisdiction to attain the proud distinction 
for intelligence which should characterize every Knight Tem- 
plar. . 

Yours in knightly courtesy, 


E. DANA BANCROFT, 
Grand Lecturer. 
R. E. Sir NicHoLas VAN SLYCK, Grand Commander. 


Right Eminent Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Commander of the 
Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


Rigot EMINENT Sir:—At the Annual Assembly of the 
Grand Commandery held in Providence, October 25th, 1872, on 
the report of a special committee, it was voted to amend Scc- 
tion 8, of the constitution, by adding at the close of the third 
paragraph—“Provided, however, that when in the judgment of 
the Grand Commander the interests of the institution will be 
promoted thereby, he may designate one of the Grand Lec- 
turers to make such visit and report to him.” 

Acting under that amendment you have been pleased to 
assign te me to visit and inspect Woonsocket Commandery at 
Woonsocket, Bristol Commandery at Mansfield, and Narragan-. 
sett Commandery at Westerly, and I would respectfully report 
as follows: 


On the 25th of March, accompanied by several Sir Knights 
from Holy Sepulchre Commandery, I visited Woonsocket. It 
will be remembered that a large proportion of the original 
members of this commandery, came from Holy Sepulchre, it 
was therefore with feelings of more than ordinary interest that 
I made this visitation. 

About forty Sir Knights were present, nearly all in full rega- 
lia and presented a fine appearance. The work was upon the 
Order of the Temple, and was very creditably rendered accord- 
ing to the ritual adopted by this Grand Body. The Eminent 
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Commander Sir Walter E. Parker, had evidently taken great 
pains with his part of the work, and was very correct, especially 
when it is considered that it was the first time he had ever 
worked this Order. He is determined that his command shall 
not be behind others in this jurisdiction, and we think will 
succeed in his laudable endeavors. Some criticisms on the rou- 
tine of the work, which though small in themselves, yet add 
very materially to the beauty of the order were made by your 
Grand Lecturer, and were received apparently in the same 
kindly feeling with which they were given, and we trust and 
believe will be acted upon for the good of the commandery. 

We were treated with that courtesy and attention for which 
Woonsocket is noted, and every exertion was made to render 
our visit agreeable. 


On the 21st of May, accompanied by Sir Knight Phillips of 
Holy Sepulchre Commandery, I visited Bristol Commandery 
at Mansfield, Mass. Eminent Sir Samuel S. Ginnodo, a Past 
Commander of St. John’s Commandery, is in command, a 
knight whose well-earned fame for all those virtues which con- 
stitute a true templar, has spread beyond his immediate home. 
About fifty Sir Knights were present, nearly two-thirds of them 
in regalia, the large proportion coming from six to ten miles to 
meet their brethren. 


The work was on the Red Cross and was rendered quite im- 
pressively, though varying somewhat from the established 
ritual of this jurisdiction. Sir Knight Ginnodo informed me 
that he had seen no opportunity of obtaining the work as re- 
vised and adopted, and there have been as yet no definite 
means provided for its promulgation. After the council was 
closed a collation followed to which full justice was done, 
though the distance that most of the members were obliged to 
travel to their homes, prevented as long a stay at the table as 
was desired. 


This commandery is in a very flourishing condition, though 
not as conveniently situated as it should be, and its quarters 
are not in all respects what so fine a body of men deserve. It 
is hoped that measures will be taken to obviate both of these 
nde to its growth and prosperity. 
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On the 26th of May, accompanied by Sir Knights C. A. 
Fales and H. A. Pierce of Holy Sepulchre, and Sir Knight S. G. 
Stiness of Calvary, I visited Narragansett Commandery at 
Westerly, E. Sir A. N. Lewis, Commander. 


There was no work on the occasion, and in fact this com- 
mandery have done none for two years, owing mainly to the 
refusal of Palestine Commandery to relinquish jurisdiction 
over the companions of Palmer Chapter, who live on the Con- 
necticut side of the river, and this too, notwithstanding Narra- 
gansett has offered to give half the fees to Palestine, and in 
marked contrast to the action of the Grand Chapter of Rhode 
Island, which not only permits Palmer Chapter of Connecticut 
to meet in Rhode Island, but ‘gives it territorial jurisdiction 
over Franklin Lodge, of Westerly. 


In spite of these drawbacks, the members of Narragansett 
though few in numbers, yet are strong in the faith and we believe 
their devotion will be rewarded in due time, if they faint not. 
Already there are some signs that foretell the breaking of the 
clouds. One candidate for the orders has been proposed and 
accepted, and a number more are reported to have their eyes 
turned toward that asylum, and ere long may be knocking at 
its doors for admission. 


We know not as any further action can or needs to be taken in 
this matter, but we are certainly surprised at the action of Pales- 
tine Commandery, more especially as it is well-known that the 
companions who desire to take the orders in Narragansett, will 
not in any event join Palestine as it is so far away, and their 
friends and associates are members of Narragansett. 

In the absence of work we were entertained by. seeing the 
commandery opened in full form on the Temple, a luxury not 
often enjoyed. 


Thus, Right Eminent, I have reported the visitations made 
under your orders. Perhaps they may not have been of much 
benefit to the commands visited, but they have at least been 
a pleasure to myself and those accompanying me, as we have 
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had the privilege of taking by the hand many Sir Knights 
with whom no previous acquaintance had been enjoyed, and of 
renewing the friendship which we had with others. 


Fraternally and respectfully yours, 
E. L. FREEMAN, 
Grand Lecturer. 


REPORT OF GRAND RECORDER. 


To the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Ap- 
pendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


In reports heretofore made by me I have called your atten- 
tion to the archives of this Grand Body, to complete which I 
have continued my efforts, with gratifying success. Assisted 
by such distinguished brethren as Josiah H. Drummond, of 
Portland, Maine; Z. C. Luce and T. S. Parvin, of Iowa City, 
Iowa; Robert F. Bower, of Keokuk, Iowa; W. B. Langridge, of 
Muscatine, lowa; R. H. Thomas, of New York city, and by 
several State Grand Recorders, we now have complete copies of 
the printed proceedings of twenty Grand Commanderies, to 
wit: Alabama, Arkansas, California, Canada, Georgia, Illinoia, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Miune- 
sota, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Vermont aod Nebraska. Also two volumes bound of Now 
York, from 1859 to 1872 inclusive, aud the entire printed pro- 
ceedings of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
bound in two volumes—these last are very rare, and all are val- 
uable. Of Connecticut I have the eleven years last past; of 
Kentucky, from 1861 to 1872; of Mississippi, only the last 
three years; of Pennsylvania, from 1862 to 1873 ; of Tennessee, 
ten years to date; Virginia the last six years and the hope of a 
reprint; Wisconsin the last seven years. Correspondence has 
been had, and the probability is that a few more spaces can be 
filled with original issues, though by the help of brethren 
already named, and others interested. 
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The most of the foregoing have been secured by enlisting the 
aid of the brethren named, and by exchange of pamphlets and 
documents whenever and wherever possible. 


Conspicuous among Grand Recorders, who have materially 
assisted, are Sir George Frank Gouley, of St. Louis, Mo., who 
sent me fifty-three pamphlets, and Sir W. H. I. Whitcomb, of 
Vermont, each of whose gifts were of bodies other than their 
own, while none have withheld help aud sympathy if unable to 
give help. 


At home none have equalled the fine contribution of Sir 
Charles Edward Powers, of one hundred and fifty-eight pam- 
phlets. 


I have also opened correspondence with Sir W. Tinkler, of 
London, Vice Chancellor, and have received several pamphlets 
issued by the Great Priory of England and Wales. 


Thus it is, that I am glad to report 80 great progress in se- 
curing a full history of the doings of templar masons, for the 
perfection of which, I invoke the aid of all masons and tem- 
plars, of whatever jurisdiction ; and it is a matter of congratu- 
lation for this Grand Commandery, that the only cost attending 
the enterprise has been postage, express and binding. 


In connection with this, I have freely given in exchange, 
and liberally to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts without 
exchange. . 


The following table compiled from the last printed proceed- 
ings received, of the several Grand Commanderies, shows the 
date of the organization of each, the last annual conclave, the 
number of subordinate commanderies, the number of knights 
created, and the number of members in each jurisdiction : 
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TABULAR STATEMENT. 


. a a. ou No of 
a ee When Organized. Date ot Wet Sans a3 i £ i eee 
Alabama.........|/November29, 1860/ May 7, 1873} 9} 41; 286 
Arkansas.........|March 28, 1872/December 31, 1872) 4) 15) 212 
Canada.......... October 9, 1855)August 15, 1872/17; = * * 
England & Wales.| Seven boites oxtsted ae | April 7, (873/112; = * * 
California........ August 10, 1858) April 11, 1873) 10) 57) 6542 
Connecticut...... September13, 1827) March 18, 1873) 10; 77) 1319 
Georgia.......... April 25, 1860) May 21,1873} 8! 25) 37s 
Tilinois.......... October 27,1857;\O0ctober 22, 1872) 42) 242) 2726 
Indiana........... May 16, 1854| April 1, 1873) 23] 179) 1405 
Towa..... sce eeeee June 6, 1864/October 11, 1872] 23) 175} 994 
Kansag........... December 29, 1868] May 21, 1873) 5) 51} 226 
Kentucky........ October 5, 1847/July 10, 1872) 14) 163) 734 
Louisiana.........|February 12, 1864|/February 14, 1873) 4; 37| 308 
Maine............ May 5, 1852|May 8, 1873) 11] 101] 1827 
Mass. and R. I ..|May 6, 1805,October 31, 1873] 38! 467| 5076 
Maryland........ January 23, 1871|/May 14 15 19, 1873] 5] 175} 699 
Michigan.........|January} 15, 1857|June 8, 1878) 30) 229) 2031 
Minnesota........ October 25, 18€5)June 24,1872; 7 51} 458 
Mississippi....... January 21, 1857; May 27, 1873) 18) 1041 862 
Missouri.......... May 22, 1860,October 8, 1872) 21] 87] 854 
New Hampshire. .|June 12, 1860|September24, 1872} 9) 78] 924 
New Jersey...... February 14, 1860,September 9, 1878) 12) 86) 929 
New York....... June 18, 1814/October 8, 1872] 47) 669} 6074 
Nebraska......... December 28, 1871|June 19, 1872) 4) 21) 189 
Ohio............ October 24, 1843;October 1,-3, 1872] 26) 189] 2048 
Pennsylvania.....jApril 14, 1854|May 13, 1873) 45) 458] 4714 
Tennessee........ October 12, 1859) May 14, 1872] 12) 64) 782 
Texas............ January, 19, 1855' June 4, 1873) 9| 42] 887 
Vermont......... June "' 17, 1824\June —-10, 1873/9} 49] 497 
Virginia.......... November27, 1822; December 12, 1872] 17) 51) 742 


Wisconsin........{October 29, 1860/January 15, 1873) 10) 68} 722 
Grand Encamp't.. \September 1871) 17 


Total number created in United States only.......... 
Total number of members in United States only...... 


* Neither England and Wales, nor Canada gives an enumeration, nor 
can I give any of Grand Encampment of the U. 8. except as above. 


In several cases more than one year has expired since the 
annual assembly was held, of which we have no report but the 
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reports not noticed in 1872, show a satisfactory increase of 
membership, though the numbers created are less than last 
year, and continued harmony and prosperity, more marked 
however in some jurisdictions. 


Our own proceedings are highly complimented, though occa- 
sionally criticised for the absence of a report on foreign corre- 
spondence, which your Recorder is asked to remedy—in answer 
to which, you will permit me to say, that as this Grand Com- 
mandery does not authorize such a duty, its performance can 
not be expected. 


Thanking the several Grand Recorders and committees on 
foreign correspondence for their past kindness and favors, I 
hope they will notice the furegoing table, and see that this 
body is supplied with their printed proceedings, not yet re- 
ceived. 


Since the last annual assembly I have received the following 
sums : 


On account of returns due in 1872............ $234 00 
For returns, dispensations, charters and 2 years 
per capita tax............ wave weaige ees 2,237 60 
Total satin eects ee. Gis awed sets $2,471 60 


For which amount I hold the treasurer’s receipt. 

Frequent calls have been made for diplomas, by the recorders 
and others; but I am powerless to assist them—a diploma 
plate is much needed, and the want of it works much incon- 
venience. 


The per capita tax has necessitated opening ledger accounts 
with each commandery, and considerably increased the labors of 
this office; but as new blanks for returns will have to be 
printed, the form can be so arranged as to simplify the labor. 
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Herewith I snbmit the following table, showing in abstract 
the work of the several commanderies in this jurisdiction. 


TABULAR STATEMENT. 


| Discharg’d 
| Expelled 


an | Dimite. 


1. Saint John’s............|.. 848..]..18..].. 4..]. 6.)....]....).... 
2. Boston..........eeeee0-[e- 558. .1..48..).. B..]. 8.)....f... 0... 
8.. Newburyport...........}.. Slew, Mac ls slewasl eee ste “Leb De 
4. Washington.............].. 1 Gee pera) (eed Papers ararcrd Poe) Paerern bereeree 
5. Worcester County.......|.. swheeEOiclosy nes lenes igs) oselite ee 
6. Springfield..............].. scal'ere ABs ofactee-sce a Cre) eee) eee 
7. De Molay..............].. wef. TT... Boo]. Bf... f.. bee. 
8. Holy Sepulchre........ Sy ose Lenovo Ade Tce os leat kee 
O,. PHBTIMs cb ecdvsnsccksalex wales Bisbee Biche Belo licau|s cae 
10. Palestine...............[.. vile 26s. [ee Bale Dele wclaslisas 
Th. Milford cd stawsicca tlic w.[e. 6... 2..]. Bf... fe. hes 
12. Saint Bernard..........].. thos Biles Teel cave) odvsl ae Beltane 
18. Calvary ..............--].- wa eee le oS. ol seca ecoe cb eghone 
14, Haverhill...............[.. wef. B..f.. 2..]. 1.0). 4.h....0,.. 
15. Old Colony.............].. teas [ees wo Pe renee) ees ere 
16. Sutton................--]-- vested Vous cowie ical seeelly oan « 
17. Bethany................|.. pal geo Baelee Bilas dele Sanallcadulinee 
18. Winslow Lewis.........].. _ BO r|e Aes canloas oleeee 
19 Jerusalem..............].. ca) ee O Selec cine + eelewadliaee|Saeee 
20. Hugh de Payens........|.. sie | att alee Alor bis ecsiat Care ca ratarsl| aaa 
21. Saint Omer.............].. wil tee BD Gilllisdaoieceie haere. o| cdcegall dyes | eeecees 
22. Berkshire............... . Salar Oeeles Lea |e Walia. alkedlecde 
23. Woonsocket............|.. ee Fe) bo eee He Flere Pee on errs 
24, Connecticut Valley.....|.. vee Beal isc acleae set ecleecc [tec 
25. Godfrey de Bouilion......).. wa] pa Os. ie ckeviece |e odenleae yes elton 
26. Joseph Warren.........].. Si] eROotlea, Sale Al scale debe 
27. Narragansett...........].. eaVetes Vea1s edi ciace| ete aes te'e Gela-e dees avetacs 
28. William Parkman.......].. otf o Bde alaceesias Dedede ceed] enters 
29. Bristol .................{.- ihc dette Mea bat: Relcantutocee ears 
80. Northampton...........}.. dielare Opiclatas viele ote Peay Sages pee 
81. South Shore............].. a lees a 5 Verran eae rare 
BO, TOMY sou oie Sats oe ck Ne be lice Veasal] tease acece | ost lecdsoeall Soccer eosndes 
88. Natick................ “alles nabag Oc n asaalee eral cea eas 
84. Coeur de Lion...........|.. dae GROon| Pde lianas acts sases 
35. Gethsemane............].. ee [tee Pea el pemee (earner ear 
86. Olivet....... cc. cc csee eee ese eo RB cals A aveines fereectl|ee-ate leew sea [ote 
87. Athol Ue. Diaiwacccav gen abies ee sew ee hO xs va esas ae Spoke ues eaare 
8... Bay State Ue Dis2 juste el onawa ris feneees fete cas [oe ts lakced beare al Wares 


ee | eee | ee | eee | ee | oe | ne 
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The records of this office show that in addition to the regular 
assemblies, two special ones have been held during the year, 
dispensations have been issued to Olivet Commandery in Lynn, 
Athol Commandery in Athol, and Bay State Commandery in 
North Bridgewater, all of Massachusetts, and a “charter has 
recently issued to Olivet Commandery,” making the thirty- 
sixth charter on the roll. 


With thanks for the prevailing harmony and prosperity, for 
the attention and kindness of recorders and knights, for the 
friendly and fraternal intercourse, uninterrupted between the 
Grand Officers and myself, and with this testimony of respect 
for the manly and knightly character of the present R. E. 
Grand Commander, I have the honor to remain fraternally 
yours, 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 


REPORT OF THE GRAND CAPTAIN GENERAL. 


To the R. EB. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 


Ricut Eminent Sir :—I have the honor to make the follow- 
ing report of my official visitations to subordinate command- 
erics in this jurisdiction, made the past year under authority 
of your “ General Order No. 1,” date of November 1st, 1872, 
By this order, the following commanderies were assigned to me, 
viz: Holy Sepulchre, DeMolay, Pilgrim, Calvary, Bethany 
and Gethsemane, (U. D). I have visited each of these except 
Holy Sepulchre and Calvary, which you will remember you 
subsequently proposed to visit yourself, assigning me, instead 
thereof, South Shore, which latter I also visited. 


Gethsemane, (U. D.) was visited on the 10th of February, 
but not till after an effort to visit it earlier—which failed on 
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account of a snow blockade, which detaincd me all day and 
nearly all night on the railroad. On the occasion of the visit 
February 10th, I found a full attendance of earnest men, well 
uniformed and equipped, and provided with all the necessary 
paraphernalia and arrangements for the full working of the 
orders, and saw the Red Cross worked in a manner that would 
do credit to any commandery of greater age and longer prac- 
tice. The work was all well done, and the then acting and 
since installed Commander E. Sir Knight James M. Greenwood 
presided with much dignity, and conferred the order in an ac- 
curate and impressive manner. I desire to add that the work 
of the acting and now installed Prelate, Sir Knight H. C. Hay- 
den, who was knighted in this commandery while under dis- 
pensation, was done in a manner I have seldom seen equalled. 
It had evidently been studied till its meaning and force was 
well understood, and it was rendered in a clear and distinct 
voice, and in the most solemn and impressive manner—a man- 
ner which deeply impressed all present, and amid an almost 
breathless silence. I was exceedingly pleased with the whole 
appearance and knightly bearing of this new commandery. It 
spoke well for its future success, and I was most happy to 
recommend a charter as desired for it, and subsequently to 
assist in constituting it. I would remark in this connection, 
that the excellent condition of this commandery was doubtless 
largely due to the efficiency of E. Sir Knight Lyman Winship, 
of St Bernard Commandery, who during the first months of 
Gethsemane’s work under dispensation, was its commander. 
You, Right Eminent Sir, have had opportunity since to see 
of what material it is composed and the spirit which animates 
its members, and will I am sure, agree with me when I say that 
its success is agsured. 


April 15th, I visited Bethany Commandery at Lawrence, 
where I found everything well kept, and in good condition. 
They have new apartments, which are large, convenient and 
elegant, affording them every needed facility and comfort. The 
work was on the Red Cross. The commander, E. Sir Caleb 
Saunders, labored under great disadvantage and inconvenience 
from ae obliged to use crutches at that time, but neverthe- 
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less the work was well and creditably done. This commandery 
seems very prosperous and in a satisfactory condition. 


April 16th, visited Pilgrim Commandery, at Lowell, which, 
as was to be expected, I found in excellent condition in all 
respects. The work was on the order of the Temple, and was 
exceedingly well ,rendered, with every attention to the most 
minute detail. The drill was splendid—I do not know but I 
might say, perfect—and the whole ceremony was throughout, 
most impressive and beautiful. I hardly know where, in its gene- 
ral character, it could be improved. There were a few deviations 
from the ritual as lately established, but the E. Commander, 
Sir Knight Charles E. A. Bartlett, expressed the willingness of 
the commandery to conform whenever advised of any discrep- 
ancy. The new hall and apartments of the fraternity here are 
models of neatness, taste, and convenience, and reflect credit 
upon the owner and builder, E. Sir Knight locum Hosford, as 
well as upon all who had to do with fitting them up. Here is the 
masonic home of our V. E. Deputy Grand Commander, Charles 
A. Stott, whom I met here, and who honored me with his com- 
pany in the visitation, ana showed: me many kind and knightly 
attentions, as did others of the Sir Knights. In this visitation 
as in the preceding ones, I also had the pleasure of the com- 
pany of our E. Grand Recorder. 


April 23d, accompanied by E. Sir Knights Rev. George 8. 
Noyes, Grand Prelate, and William Parkman, Grand Treasurer, 
1 visited De Molay Commandery, Boston, E. Sir John M. Clark 
Commander. It is needless to say to those who know this 
commandery and its presiding officer, that it is in excellent 
condition, its membership large and rapidly increasing, every- 
thing nicely preserved, its records well kept, its drill good, and 
its work accurate and impressive. This evening the work was 
on the order of the Temple, and was, as usual, well done, each 
officer acquitting himself admirably and sustaining the hitherto 
excellent and well earned reputation of this flourishing com- 
mandery. 


October 6th, I visited South Shore Commandery, East Wey- 
mouth, E. Sir Knight Z. L. Bicknell, Commander, and found . 
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this young body growing finely, doing good work, and the Sir 
Knights of which it is composed acquitting themsclves credit- 
ably. ‘The attendance was quite large, the military movements 
very good, and the work accurate. The large attendance, and 
the interest manifested in the ceremonies evinces that the Sir 
. Knights there appreciate the institution. I saw here a copy of 
their by-laws, upon which one of their members, Sir Knight 
Charles N. Marsh, must have expended weeks of labor. It 
was in large folio form, the work in it, all of which was done 
with pen, was more than beautiful. Each page was surrounded 
by an elegant border, the title, headings, etc., being beautifully 
ornamented, and the book having several illuminated pages, 
with department headings, etc., for their past officers of the 
various grades. The whole was most elegantly bound, and is a 
work of which the commandery, and especially the Sir Knight 
who executed it, may well be proud. 


At the close of or during all these visitations, I joined the Sir 
Knights in breaking bread around their festive board, where: 
if the previous “duty ” had been “ severe,” certainly the “ fare ” 
was not “coarse,” and I enjoyed their knightly hospitalities and 
most pleasant social intercourse, being everywhere received and 
entertained with the courtesy becoming my rank, aud as your 
representative. 


In addition to the visits enumerated, I may add that I was 
present with you, Right Eminent Sir, at the constituting of 
Gethsemane and Olivet Commanderies at Newton and Lynn, 
which will, of course, be fully reported by you. 


I cannot, in justice to my own feelings, close without 
acknowledging the courtesy extended to me by St. John’s Com- 
mandery of Providence, in inviting me to join them on the 
occasion of their reception and entertainment of Gethsemane 
Commandery, on the 16th of September last, at Providence and 
Squantum, where a day was spent in the most delightful social 
intercourse and the guests entertained in a princely style, in 
which, I am sure, St. John’s can hardly be excelled. Also, for 
a similar courtesy from De Molay Commandery, on the occasion 

“of its Quarter Centennial Celebration, at the country seat of E. 


Ke 
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Sir William Sutton, at Ipswich, on the 10th of October, on 
which occasion the hospitality of both the Commandery and 
the Eminent Sir Knight Sutton, was on the same princely 
scale, and a most delightful day was passed. 

Such occasions, giving opportunity for relaxation from the 
cares of business, cultivating the acquaintance one of another 
of the brotherhood, enjoying social intercourse and inter- 
change of thought and sentiment, and improving the mind by 
contact one with another, I can but think are desirable and 
profitable, and, therefore, to be encouraged. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY CHICKERING, 
Grand Captain General. 


REPORT OF GRAND GENERALISSIMO. 


To the R. #. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders sae Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 


Riaut EMINENT Siz:—-In fulfillment of the duties you 
assigned to me to perform, I herewith offer the following 
report : 


On the 13th of December, 1872, by your request, I was 
present at, and presided at the election of the officers of Bristol 
Commandery, and installed them into office. 


April 9th, 1873, accompanied by E. Sir A. F. Chapman, Grand 
Recorder, I visited Hugh de Payens Commandery at Melrose. 
There was a large attendance of Sir Knights, and the work on 
the Order of Malta was very finely and correctly rendered. A 
banquet followed, and the social and fraternal greeting extended 
to your representative will continue to be remembered with 
great pleasure. 


This commandery maintains its excellent reputation, and its 
continued prosperity is assured, under the efficient administra- 
tion of Cominander Parker. ‘ 
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May 1. Accompanied by E. Sir John Dean, Grand Junior 
Warden, I visited Worcester County Commandery. <A goodly 
array of valiant knights greeted our reception within their 
asylum. The work on the Order of the Red Cross was very 
creditably exemplified by the E. Commander Rev. Thos. E. St. 
John. A very pleasant occasion was enjoyed, both within the 
council chamber and at the banqueting hall. The revised by- 
laws, charter, rules of order, roll of members, and a brief his- 
torical sketch of this commandery, up to 1872, are very neatly 
printed, in convenient form, fur the use of the commandery. 
This commandery occupying, as it does, the jurisdiction 
over the beautiful inland city of Worcester and surrounding 
territory, commands a good and important field for usefulness, 
and the interest and zeal of the Sir Knights, for promoting the 
good of our order here, are commensurate, I think, with the 
responsibility reposed in them. 


May Sth. I visited St. Omer Commandery at South Boston, 
E. Sir Edward H. Brainard, Commander. I was accompanied, 
on this occasion, by E. Sir A. F. Chapman, Grand Recorder, 
and E. Sirs A. B. Barrett, Commander, and 8. C. Ames, Past 
Commander of Wm. Parkman Commandery. 


A very cordial reception was extended by the officers and 
members of St. Omer. The commander, assisted by Past 
Commander White, as Master of Infantry, exemplified the Or- 
der of the Red Cross in a very interesting and impressive man- 
ner. A sumptuous banquet followed where good cheer pre- 
vailed and interesting speeches were made. The presence of 
the V. E. Grand Captain General of the Grand Encampment 
of the U.S. contributed much to the pleasure of the occasion. 
I am happy to report that this commandery is in a very 
prosperous and excellent condition; and its commander a 
worthy sucecssor of his eminent predecessors. 


May 14th. I-visited St. Bernard Commandery, E. Sir Samuel 
Wells in command. The work of the evening was the confer-" 
ring of the Order of the Red Cross, which was very commend- 
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ably done. There was a fuir attendance of Sir Knights, and I 
was received with great cordiality and knightly courtesy, and 
the acquaintance made with the Sir Knights of this com- 
mandery will be cherished with none but pleasant recollections. 
I was pleased to meet R. E. William W. Baker, Past Grand 
Master, and Past Commander Ames, who were identified with 
the early history of, and whose lively interest for the prosperity 
of St. Bernard continue unabated. Being obliged to return 
that evening, I had to forego the pleasure of being present at 
the banquet which was to follow the work. I take pleasure 
in reporting this Gommandery in a prosperous condition. 


June 16th. I visited Old Colony Commandery, at Abington, 
where I witnessed a very careful and commendable rendering 
of the work on the Order of the Red Cross, in the Council 
Chamber, by the Sovereign Master, and great excellence in the 
Prelate’s apartment by Sir Knight Dyer. Commander Stetson 
is unwearied in his efforts to promote the prosperity of this 
body. The formation of a new commandery at North Bridge- 
water was then being considered, and a dispensation has since 
been granted for that purpose. I trust that the formation of 
the new commandery will not diminish the vigor and prosperity 
of Old Colony. 


October 30th. I visited Winslow Lewis Commandery at 
Salem. Although a large number of knights have been 
dimited from this commandery to form Olivet Commandery at 
Lynn, there were more than thirty knights in line. I was 
accompanied by Past E. Commander Sutton, whose honorable 
record is well known. In the absence of Commander Peirson, 
whom I regretted to learn was confined to his house by serious 
illness, and considering the improvision of officers for the 
evening, the Order of the Red Cross was very successfully and 
satisfactorily exemplified by the Generalissimo, Dana Z. Smith. 
I enjoyed a very pleasant occasion in the exchange of knightly 
greeting, both within the asylum and at the festive board. I 
‘found that the charters of the several commandcries visited are 
well preserved, and the records properly and well kept. 
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June 12th. I was present at the constitution of Gethsemane 
Commandery, and also at the constitution of Olivet Command- 
ery, October 22. 


Fraternally submitted, 
HORACE DANIKLS, 


Grand Generaliss mo. 


REPORT OF V. E. DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER. 


To the R. EB. Grand Commander of the (rand Commandery — 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


Your order of November 1st, 1872, assigned to me for visita- 
tion, Boston, Springfield, Palestine, Milford, Jerusalem, Berk- 
shire, Connecticut Valley, and Northampton Commanderies, 
and I have the honor to report that I have visited them all 
with the exception of Berkshire, which has. been visited by the 
Grand Captain General, whose report is annexed. My visita- 
tions to these several bodies has been attended with profit and 
pleasure to myself and I have upon all occasions been received 
with that knightly courtesy due to a representative of this 
Grand Commandery, and for which the knights of this juris- 
diction are so justly fumed. 


My visit to Boston Commandery is especially worthy of notice, . 
for it was upon the occasion of the reception of a committee 
from St. John’s Commandery, No. 4, of Philadelphia, charged 
with the pleasant duty of presenting to Boston Commandery, 
an elegant commander’s jewel, asa testimonial of knightly feeling 
existing between the two bodies; and 1 can assure you that it 
was an occasion long to be remembercd, and I have thought it 
proper to embalm it in the proceedings of the Grand Com- 
mandery, and for that purpose have introduced the following 
Ode, composed by Sir John K. Hall, Past Commander of Bos- 
ton Commandery: 
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ODE. 


Though years have flown since first we met 
Sir Knights from good old Penn., 

Yet Boston Knights will ne'er forget 
The pledge we gave them then. 


For Auld Lang Syne, Sir Knights, 
For Auld Lang Syne, 
Let Boston Knights fill to the brim, 
And pledge in sparkling wine. F 


We greet them here in Knightly garb, 
But peaceful our array, 

Our Swords are sheathed, our Banners furled, 
No foe impedes our way. 


For Auld Lang Syne, Sir Knights, 
We greet your presence here ; 
And coming years shull closer bind 
Our hearts in love sincere. 


And we now pledge you we will keep 
This chain of Friendship bright, 
And in our memories long shall live 
This meeting here to-night. 
And Auld Lang Syne, Sir Knights, 
When years on years have flown, 
Shalt be remembered by our band, 
Whene’er that Cross is shown. 


And Boston Kuights in coming years, 
With pride shall look upon 

This cordial greeting with our friends, 
The Knights of good Saint Juhn. 


Then Knights, fill up, a health to all 
Who Knightly Cross have borne, 
God bless this meeting here to-night, 

Where Boston greets 8t. Jolin. 


On the occasion of my visit to Palestine Commandery, after 
having inspected the work, which was very satisfactory, an hour 
or two was passed in a social manner; and, among the pleasant 
things said by the knights, [ have thought best to give you an 
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extract from a poem, by Sir Knight Shillaber, as being very 
appropriate to the occasion, as well as a mark of respect to one 
of the most genial of Palestine’s band: 


“‘ God bless the Grand Comdry, and may she praise her daughter, 
The lively little ‘ Palestine,’ this side the Mystic water ; 
Who shows the Deputy her mother, sends a sample of her quality, 
And how she mingles chivalry with virtue, peace, and jollity. 
The shades of Templestown here find amelioration : 
We cast its shadows from our souls in like illumination ; 
The fare, sweet bread and water, still nominally fills us, 
But surfeit of such fare as this, rarely, if ever, kills us; 
Then fill your scallop shells with me, of course, in Mystic Water, 
And pledge the Grand Commandery as we dutifully oughter.” 


On the 10th of the present month, I was present at the 
Quarter Centennial of De Molay Commandery, celebrated at 
the country seat of Eminent Sir Knight Sutton, at Ipswich, 
Mass. The day was all that could be desired, and our distin- 
guished host entertained his guests with that unbounded hos- 
pitality for which he is so justly celebrated ; and I feel under 
great obligations to the De Molays for the opportunity of 
being able to “ take a cup of kindness for Auld Lang Syne.” 

In conclusion, let me say that I have found all the command- 
eries in a uniformly good condition, and the exemplification of 
the orders to be generally in accordance with the established 
work of the Grand Body ; and everywhere has been manifest an 
earnest disposition to maintain the reputation which our com- 
manderies‘ have so long enjoyed. 


CHAS. A. STOTT, 


Deputy Grand Commander. 
LowELL, Oct. 29, 1873. 


PITTs¥IELD, Mass., Oct. 20, 1873. 
CHARLES ADAMS STOTT, 
Deputy Grand Commander. 
Very Eminent Sir:— At your request, I have visited Berkshire 
Commandery at Pittsfield, and respectfully report that I found its charter 


carefully preserved and its records well kept, but showing very little 
work done during the past year. 
14 
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The Commander, Sir H. 8. Russell, has been laid aside from active 
duty by a painful illness, during nearly the entire year, so that he has 
been unable to attend very few of its assemblics, and the commandery 
has necessarily greatly felt the absence of its head. 


During the latter part of the year nine applicants bave been accepted, 
and the Order of the Red Cross has been conferred upon five. Ia the 
absence of the commander, the writer has been called to officiate in his 
place, and you will therefore not expect of me an opinion of the manner 
in which that part of the work was performed; but as to the other offi- 
cers, I think, I may truly say that they are in possession of the accepted 
ritual, and that, considering the circumstances under which they were 
obliged to work, I think it was creditable to them. 


The annual election of officers takes place this month, and, under the 
new administration, we look for renewed interest and increased activity, 
and have no doubt, Berkshire Commandery will give a good report of 
herself. 


Very respectfully, yours fraternally, 


HENRY CHICKERING, 
Grand Captain General. 


The R. E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 
ing LY 
ADDRESS. 


Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery : 


Almighty God has again permitted us to gather together in 
annual assembly, to perform such duties as appertain to the 
well being of templar masonry, within our jurisdiction; to 
complete the work of another year in our history, receiving 
and giving an account of our varied stewardships ; to take such 
counsel together as will place upon a more enduring basis, if 
possible, our templar existence, and such action as will enure 
to the benefit and prosperity of our Grand Commandery and 
its subordinate commanderies. Let us give thanks for his lov- 
ing kindness to us. Let us invoke his blessing upon us. May 
our counsels be guided by wisdom, our hearts filled with love, 
and our work blessed by the divine approval, and all we do, 
redound to the common good. 
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VISITATIONS. 


Upon being re-elected to my present position I issued the 
following order: 


GRAND CoMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, AND APPENDANT ORDERS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS AND KHODE ISLAND. 


OFFICE OF THE R. E. GRaND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, R. L., Nov. 1st, 1872. 


[GENERAL ORDER, No. 1.] 


First.—The R. E. Grand Commander reserves to himself for his per- 
sonal visitation and examination, the following subordinate command- 
eries, to-wit: St. John’s, Newburyport, Washington, Sutton, Joseph 
Warren and South Shore. 


Szconp.—That the following subordinate commanderies be, and the 
same are hereby assigned to V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, Deputy Grand 
Commander, to visit and examine, to wit: Boston, Springfield, Palestine, 
Milford, Jerusalem, Berkshire, Connecticut Valley and Northampton. 


Turrp.—That the following subordinate commanderies be, and the 
same are hereby assigned to E. Sir Horace Daniels, Grand Generalissimo, 
to visit and examine, viz: Worcester County, Winslow Lewis, Hugh de 
Payens, St. Omer, St. Bernard and Old Colony. 


Fourtu.—That the following subordinate commanderies he, and the 
same are hereby assigned to E. Sir Henry Chickering, Grand Captain 
General to visit and examine, viz: Holy Sepulchre, DeMolay, Pilgrim, 
Calvary, Bethany and Gethsemane (U. D). 


Frrta.—That the following subordinate commanderies be, and the 
same are hereby assigned to E. Sir Edward L. Freeman, Grand Lecturer, 
to visit and examine, viz: Woonsocket, Bristol and Narragansett. 


Srxto.—That the following subordinate commanderies be, and the 
same are hereby assigned to E. Sir E. Dana Bancroft, Grand Lecturer, to 
visit and examine, to wit: Haverhill, Godfrey de Bouillon and Natick. 


Seventa.—That the following subordinate commanderies be, and the 
same are hereby assigned to E. Sir Charles M. Avery, Grand Lecturer, 
to visit and examine, to wit: William Parkman, Trinity and Coeur de 
Lion. 


E1eHTH.—That the V. E. Deputy Grand Commander, the E. Grand 
Generalissimo, the E. Grand Captain General and the E. Grand Lecturers, 
severally report to the R. E. Grand Commander, at the next annual 
assembly of the Grand Commandery, in October, A. D., 1878, the result 
of such visitations and examination. 
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Nintu.—It is further ordered, that the aforenamed Grand Officers 
shall not take with them, or either of them, on such visitations, any per-- 
son or persons at the expense of the Grand Commandery, without per- 
mission from the R. E. Grand Commander being first had and obtained. 


TENTH.—It is also ordered, that this order be read at the head of each 
commandery at the next regular meeting thereof after its receipt. 


N. VAN SLYCK, Grand Commander. 
Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Grand Recorder. 


The division of commanderies thus made for visitation and 
examination was afterward changed so as to relieve the Grand 
Captain General from visiting and examining Holy Sepulchre 
and Calvary, and imposing upon him the duty of visiting 
South Shore Commandery, the two former being taken by my- 
self, and the latter from the commanderies retained for my 
personal visitation. 


On the 13th day of June, A. D. 1873, I visited Newburyport 
Commandery and witnessed work upon the Order of the Tem- 
ple. For care taken and accuracy attained the work here was 
equal to any in the jurisdiction. Asis known to you the mem- 
bership of this body is small, but I assure you that you will here 
find as earnest men and as good templars as are to be found. 
It was my pleasure, to have with me during the visitation, our 
well-known knight Sir Ben. Perley Poore, and I take this op- 
portunity of acknowledging the courtesy with which your 
representative was received and cared for both by him and the 
representatives of this commandery. 


On the 20th of the same month, I visited Holy Sepulchre 
Commandery, at Pawtucket. The work of the evening was 
upon the Order of the Temple, and was well rendered, as would 
naturally be expected of a commandery under the command of 
our E. Grand Lecturer, Sir Edward L. Freeman. Upon this 
occasion, I was accompanied by E. Sir Henry C. Field, Com- 
mander, and Sirs 8. 8. Foss, C. D. Sellew, and Rk. W. Comstock, 
of Calvary Commandery, and Sir William Jackson, Captain 
General of St. John’s Commandery, and E. Sir W. E. Parker, 
with seven members of Woonsocket Commandery, and Sir 
Daniel H. Smith, Generalissimo of Bristol Commandery, with 
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five members of said commandery, and Sir Rev. J. J. Woolley, 
of St. Elmo Commandery, in the State of Connecticut. The 
presence of these knights, with the members of Holy Se- 
pulchre, gave great interest to the visitation, and left very 
pleasant memories with all who witnessed the work, or listened 
to the many happy remarks made at a later hour in the evening. 


On the 17th of last month, I made avisitation to Washington 
Commandery. It was the evening prescribed by its by-laws, for 
the annual election of officers, and I presided during the election 
and afterwards installed the officerselect. I had hoped to have 
made yet another visit to this commandery, but have been un- 
able so todo. The change for the better in this body, during 
the five years last past, is very marked. None have better ma- 
terial, and none are actuated bya truer sense of the duty of 
templar masonry. I was assisted in my duty by E. Sir John 
Eldred, our Grand Standard Bearer, and Sirs Wm. J. Cozzens 
and David Stevens. 


On the evening of the 6th of thie month, I visited St. John’s 
Commandery, and witnessed work upon the Order of the 
Temple. Our ritual was finely rendered throughout, but that 
portion which was done in the Prelate’s room was especially to 
be commended. * * * I was met at the asylam by E. Past 
Grand Generalissimo Wm. B. Blanding, and E. Sirs Edwin J, 
Nightingale, Nelson W. Aldrich, Past Commanders of Calvary 
Commandery, and Sir Edwin Baker of Calvary Commandery, 
W. Grand Secretary of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. 
St. John’s was never in so flourishing condition as now. Made 
up largely, as it is, of active and energetic men, who both love 
templar masonry and take pride in the history of their com- 
mandery, it is believed that its future will but add lustre to its 
present. 


On the following evening, Oct. 7, A. D. 1873, I visited Cal- 
vary Commandery. This body was originally assigned to our 
E. Grand Captain General; but at my suggestion, and with his 
assent, he was relicved from its visitation. The work of the 
evening was upon the Order of the Red Cross. The ritual was 
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accurately rendered; and its officers show great interest in the 
work. As in some other commanderies, the banquet was given 
during the work, and, in my judgment, added much to its effi- 
cacy. 


The only remaining commandery retained for my personal 
visitation, was Sutton. This visitation I intended to make on 
the first Thursday of this month, on the occasion of their 
regular assembly, but my absence in Philadelphia prevented 
my doing so. This is a matter of regret to me, as I was very 
desirous of mecting the Sir Knights of Sutton. Although I 
did not personally visit them at their asylum, yet it has been 
my privilege to meet many members of that body during the 
year ; and from such meetings I have ascertained that its con- 
dition is healthy and its success assured. 


PARADES. 


In my address at the semi-annual assembly of May 24, A. D. 
1872, I submitted a correspondence between the Grand Com- 
mander and Connecticut Valley Commandery, upon the sub- 
ject of an application for leave “to come out as escort to the 
Edwiu E. Day, Post G. A. R.,on Decoration Day.” In my reply 
to that application, I called their attention to the action of 
the Grand Commandery and of my immediate predecessor upon 
the subject of public parades, and said, “ You will, by so doing, 
see that this matter has been thoroughly considered and the 
rule emphatically settled, that, except for ‘Masonic duty, or 
the extension or reception of knightly courtesies and _hospi- 
tality,’ parades in regalia cannot be admitted.” 


Since that time I have been governed by the policy then 
announced in all cases, save one, and that one was drawn to 
your attention in my annual address of October 25, A. D. 1872. 
That case was put upon a different basis, to wit: That the 
M. W. Grand Master of Masons, in the State of Massachusetts, 
had decided that such an occasion, as that referred to in that 
application, — the dedication of a soldiers’ monument, — by 
reason of its rarity, was a proper occasion for a Lodge of Masons 
to take part in; and the dispensation was granted, solely and 
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entirely upon that ground. At the same annual assembly, this 
whole matter was referred to a committee. 

At the semi-annual assembly, in May last, I made use of the 
following words: “Again the subject of ‘Parades’ will be 
brought to your attention, a subject deserving careful con- 
sideration at your hands. It should be decided now, that your 
action may be a guide for the future. I will not repeat my 
views at this time, as they have,been sufficiently stated in the 
past; but must add that the want of action here will be taken 
as an approval of the ‘views’ I have heretofore officially given.” 


As yet there has been no report from that committee, and no 
action by this Grand Body upon that subject; and I have, 
therefore, done, as I stated I should, in reference to this sub- 
ject, and have considered all applications for parade, in view of 
the principles announced in my reply to Connecticut Valley 
Commandery. It has been found thai, practically, but little 
limitation is caused in the asking for leave to parade, or in 
granting such applications — under this rule. 


I have granted leave to parade, in the following cases: — . 


To Jerusalem Commandery, to invite Worcester County, 
Milford and Conneeticut Valley Commanderies of this juris- 
diction, and Hugh de Paynes Commandery of Keene, N. H., 
and St. George Commandery of Nashua, N. H., to accept its 
hospitality, on the 11th day of June last, at Fitchburg; and 
gave leave to each of said commanderies to parade, in regalia, 
upon that occasion. 


On the 7th of June last, Old Colony Commandery was per- 
mitted “to commemorate St. John’s Day, by a drill and basket 
picnic, within the grounds of the Island Grove, Abington,” in 
full regalia; and on the 19th of the same month I granted a 
dispeneation to South Shore Commandery, to unite with Old 
Colony, in the observance of said day. 


Washington Commandery, having ascertained that St. Elmo 
Commandery of Meriden, Conn., was about to visit the city of 
Newport, asked leave to purade, upon Friday, July 11th, 1873, 
for escort to said visiting body, which application was cheer- 
folly granted. 
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Bethany Commandery having, on the 30th of July last, 
learned that Mount Horeb Commandery of Concord, N. H., 
proposed making a pilgrimage through Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, invited said commandery to tarry with them 
awhile upon their journey, which invitation having been ac- 
cepted, made application for leave to parade, for the purpose of 
receiving and escorting their invited guesta upon their arrival, 
to-wit, on the 3d day of September last, whereupon a dispensa- 
tion was granted, in accordance with the application made. 

On the 12th of last August, Palestine Commandery having 
invited Haverhill Commandery to visit them at their asylum, 
on the 3d day of September, 1873, asked and obtained leave 
upon the occasion of their arrival to parade, for the purpose of 
escort and reception ; and Haverhill Commandery, upon proper 
application, was also granted leave to make such parade as 
might be necessary by reason of their acceptance of said invi- 
tation. 

Calvary Commandery having obtained permission to invite 
Pilgrim Commandery, to accept of its hospitality, on the Sth 
day of September, 1873, and leave being granted it to parade 
in case of an acceptance of such invitation, and Pilgrim Com- 
mandery having asked leave to accept such invitation, and to 
appear in regalia at the time referred to, said leave was granted. 

On the second day of October, A. D. 1873, I granted leave to 
De Molay Commandery to accept an invitation of E. Sir Wm. 
Sutton, to visit him at his country seat in Ipswich, on the 10th 
day of the same month. Said invitation was given in view of 
the fact, that upon the tenth of this month DeMolay had 
completed an existence of twenty-five years, and said visitation 
formed the celebration of its twenty-fifth anniversary. 

Leave was also granted to Haverhill Commandery to escort 
the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, upon the occasion 
of the laying of the cornerstone for a new masonic temple, then 
(June 24, A. D. 1873,) about to be erected in the city of Haver- 
hill. 

The invitation to Haverhill Commandery, by Palestine, was 
the consequence of the knightly courtesy and hospitality shown 
to the members of Palestine, upon the occasion of their pres- 
ence in Haverhill, to bury a brother templar, a member of 
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said commandery. So also the invitation by Calvary was in 
consequence of similar acts shown it by Pilgrim, when in Low- 
ell to perform the same duty over the remains of one of her 
fallen knights. 


In addition to the foregoing there was one visitation which 
deserves especial mention. I refer to a visitation to St. John’s 
Commandery, of Gethsemane Commandery. This visitation 
was made in citizens dress and the visitors were received in 
citizens dress. There has so much been said and written in 
reference to the too common or frequent public appearance of 
masonic bodies that it is not deemed best to say much at this 
time concerning it, and yet I cannot refrain from saying, that 
all who participated in the visitation were well pleased with the 
fact of all being without regalia, and were convinced of the 
propriety of this action in reference thereto. 


There are so many societies that in some manner imitate the 
dress belonging to our order, that the profane find it difficult 
to disassociate us in their minds, and our public appearance for 
other than for masonic work, tends to confuse them, as to our 
identity. We cannot too carefully keep before ourselves, aud 
before the world, the distinctive character of our order, as well 
as its entire dissimilarity to the many ephemeral societies with 
which the community is filled. 


Reference has been made to Mount Horeb Commandery 
passing through the States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
but it has not been stated that this was not done until full per- 
mission had been asked of and granted by me. 


It is the only commandery that has recognized its duty in 
this regard, and I here record it that attention may be called 
to the subject. No one of our commanderies can parade ex- 
cept for a funeral, without the permission of the Grand Com- 
mander so to do, is first had and obtained, and most certainly 
no other commandery should assume to itself rights or privi- 
leges greater than they. In all dispensations of my granting 
to go beyond our limits, it has been made a prerequisite that 
permission should be obtained from the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander of the jurisdiction to be visited. 

© 15 
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DECISIONS. 


On the 18th day of June last, I received a letter from Sir 
George H. Peirson, Eminent Commander of Winslow Lewis 
Commandery, asking for @ ruling upon a proposition therein 
contained ; and that you may be the better able to understand 
both question and answer, I will read you the correspondence : 


SaLeM, June 17, 1873. 
R. E. Sir Nicwonas VAN Siycx. 

Dear Sim: — Please inform me if a charter member of a new com- 
mandery has a right toa dimit from the commandery of which he is a 
member, until all arrearages are paid. 

Fraternally youre, 
GEORGE H. PEIRSON, 
E. C. Winslow Lewis Commandery. 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, AND THE APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND Ru#oDE IsLAND. 


OFFICE OF GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, June 19, A. D. 1873. 


Eminent Sir: — Yours of June 17, A. D. 1878, is duly received. 

My answer is, that if a knight is a petitioner for a charter with others, 
and is with others constituted into a commandery, that such act in and of 
itself works a dimit from any other commandery of which he may be a 
member. 

As to the right to a dimit, my answer is that one cannot take a dimit as 
aright; but it ought to be granted to any Sir Knight in good and regular 
standing, upon the proper asking. The non-payment of dues would be 
a good reason for refusing to grant such dimit. 

Courteously yours, 
N. VAN SLYCK, 
Grand Commander. 


To 81r Greorce H. Peirson, 
E. Commander of Winslow Lewis Commandery. 


GETHSEMANE COMMANDERY. 

On the 12th day of last June, Gethsemane Commandery at 
Newtonville, was duly constituted in accordance with our 
established ritual. Upon this occasion our M. E. Past Grand 
Master of Templars, William Sewall Gardiner, delivered an 


a 
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address replete with information connected with our ritual and 
bearing upon its origin. 

It is a matter of regret that the address could not be pub- 
lished, but, there was so large a part, that could not properly 
be spread abroad, by reason of its reference to the ritual of the 
several orders, that it was determined not to print it with our 
abstract of proceedings. : 

When the knowledge came to St. John’s Commandery that 
the Grand Commander proposed constituting Gethsemane, 
it tendered an escort to him and the Grand Officers who were 
to accompany him, which tender was accepted, and resulted in 
an escort of over one hundred knights, with the American Band, 
accompanying me, by the way of Boston, to Newtonville. 

The presence of the oldest commandery upon the occasion 
of constituting the youngest, added greatly to the interest of 
the event. . After the exercises at the asylum the newly adopted 
sister gave an elegant banquet, at which many able and appro- 
priate speeches were made. 


This commandery is well located and has abundant resources 
to insure its growth and permanent existence. It has added 
many to its membership and has connected with it knights that 
give character to our institution. 


OLIVET COMMANDERY. 


On the 9th of this month, I received an application from Sir 
George W. Keene, E. Commander of Olivet Commandery, (U. 
D.) to constitute said commandery on the 22d of the month. 
Upon its receipt I wrote to ascertain if the commandery had 
complied with the regulations of the U. 8. Grand Encamp- 
ment, in reference to uniform or regalia, informing Sir Keene 
that I should decline to constitute this commandery in any — 
other than the U.S. regulation regalia. 


There has been no question nor can one be made, but that 
the requirement of the constitution of U.S. Grand Encamp- 
ment in reference to this subject is binding and obligatory on 
all commanderies to be made in the future; binding upon the 
commandery asking to be constituted, and binding upon the 
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officers of the Grand Commandery so far as to see that there is 
no violation of Grand Encampment requirements, or rather 
that no violation shall receive official sanction. There having 
been no action by this Grand Body on the subject, I was com- 
pelled to consult my own sense of duty to guide my action, 
and that pointed out too plainly the road, for me to hesitate in 
my course. To have done otherwise was to act in rebellion to 
the Grand Encampment, in a particular too, where so far as I 
know all agree that we are bound to obey. There can hereafter 
be no hesitation by Grand Commander or by Grand Command- 
ery in this matter, neither can permit new commanderies to be 
constituted, or to appear in their distinctive character of tem- 
plars in any other than the costume or regalia prescribed by the 
' constitution of the Grand Encampment. To do otherwise is 
rebellion, and to be manly, requires that we shall wholly for- 
swear our allegiance and secede from the Grand Encampment. 


Upon making known to Sir Keene my views upon this sub- 
ject I was informed that Olivet Commandery had already taken 
steps looking in the direction desired, and upon the 17th of the 
month, I received a communication from him informing me 
“that Olivet Commandery, of Lynn, have passed a resolution 
adopting the United States regulation regalia,” and also asking 
that “in case we have not time to comply fully can we be con- 
stituted in so much as we are able to procure ?” 

The conduct of the body was so gratifying, in the cheerful- 
ness with which it complied with a legal requirement, that it 
afforded me great gratification to grant their request for being 
constituted, and accordingly it was duly constituted at the 
time desired, to wit, on the 22d of this month. The account 
of the proceedings of constituting this, and Gethsemane Com- 
mandery will appear in the records of the Grand Recorder and 
will therefore be omitted here. 


I deem it my duty to add that every thing I saw convinced 
me that you will never regret granting a charter to the Sir 
Knights of Lynn. The Grand Commandery was honored with 
an escort by Winslow Lewis Commandery, and such presence 
was a fitting tribute to the new body, the original members of 
which being mostly from Winslow Lewis. A pleasing inci- 
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dent also occurred, in the presentation of a beautiful banner, by 
E. Sir William Sutton to his brother knights, so many of whom 
had received the accolade at his hands, giving evidence of his 
continued interest in their welfare and his warm desire for the 
success of Olivet Commandery. 


NEW COMMANDERIES. 


On the 7th day of June, A. D. 1873, a proper petition having 
been presented and the required recommendation having been 
obtained from Connecticut Valley Commandery, I granted a 
dispensation to form a new commandery in the town of Athol, 
in the State of Massachusetts, by the name of Athol Command- 
ery, and appointed Sir Vernon O. Taylor, to be its Commander 
and Sir Cephas L. Sawyer, to be its Generalissimo, and Sir 
Orsamus M. Drury, its Captain General. 


On the 13th of September, A. D. 1873, I granted a dispensa- 
tion for anew commandery to be formed at North Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts, by the name of Bay State Commandery, and 
appointed Sir Edward Parker, Eminent Commander, Sir Baalis 
Sanford, Generalissimo, Sir H. H. Packard, Captain General. 


Thad also an application for a dispensation to form a new 
commandery at Stoughton, Mass., but this I declined granting. 
It was evident to me that a new body was not required at both 
North Bridgewater and Stoughton, and from the best informa- 
tion I could get I came to the conclusion that the prospect was 
better for success at North Bridgewater than Stoughton, and 
therefore refused dispensation as stated. 


On the 27th October, last Monday, an application for a dis- 
pensation to form a new commandery at Hyde Park, reached 
me, which application was duly recommended by the com- 
manderies located in the city of Boston. This application 
came at so late a day, that there was not sufficient time, in 
view of other engagements, to properly pass upon the propriety 
of granting the same, and the said application is referred to you 
for such action as you may deem expedient. 
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PRINTING. 


The expense of printing our abstracts of proceedings has 
grown to bea large item in our annual expenditures, and my 
experience has been, that, following past precedents, it is almost 
impossible to curtail their dimensions. It may be said that the 
Grand Commander has the power to regulate this matter, and 
he has the power; but, of necessity, his position renders it very 
difficult to act, as his acts would be so liable to misconstruc- 
tion. By an examination of our “ abstracts,” it will be found 
that they are largely made up of the writings or sayings of Grand 
Officers, much of which is of no general interest; still, to leave 
any part of such writings or sayings unprinted, might be re- 
garded as making invidious distinctions, and thus call down 
anathemas upon his head. 

Again, the custom has been to print everything of reports 
and addresses made to the Grand Commandery, except such 
parts thereof as would be improper to print; and, therefore, 
any change made therein might be deemed a violation of duty. 


I, therefore, recommend that our Grand Constitution be so 
amended as to authorize the appointment of a committee on 
printing, with well defined powers and duties. 


GRAND ENCAMPMENT DUES. 


After the semi-annual assembly, in consequence of your 
action upon the subject of the Grand Encampment tax, the 
following order was issued : 


Granp CoMMANDERY oF Kwniaits TEMPLARS, AND APPENDANT OR- 
DERS OF MAssACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


Orricre oF R. E. GRAND COMMANDER, 
Providence, R. I., June 10, 1873. 


To the Eminent Commanders, to all Subordinate Commanderies, and to all 

Knights Templars within our jurisdiction : 

At the Triennial Session of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, held in Baltimore in 1871, the constitution was so amended that 
‘“‘an amount equal to five cents for each Sir Knight returned as a member 
of their respective subordinate commanderics,” shall annually be collected 
by State Grand Commanderies in such manner as they shall determine, 


OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 115 


and paid over to the Recorder of the Grand Encampment “ on or befure 
the first day of August in each year.” 


The subject was referred to a committee of this Grand Commandery, 
and at our Semi-Annual Assembly held May 29th, 1872, the said commit- 
tee submitted a report, and the following recommendation, which was 
adopted : 


‘‘Your committee therefore recommend that the subordinate comman- 
deries be required to transmit to the Grand Recorder of this Grand Com- 
mandery with their annual returns in each year, a sum equal to five cents 
for each Sir Knight borne upon their roll of membership; and that the 
subordinate commanderies be also authorized to collect this tax from their 
members, if they desire so to do.” 


You are, therefore, hereby directed and required to forward to the 
Grard Recorder of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island five cents for each member of your commandery, as by your roll 
of membership in your last annual returns to the Grand Commandery 
appeared. 

You are further required and directed with your returns, prescribed 
by Article 2, Sect. 6, of the Constitution of the Grand Commandery, in 
addition to amount required by the amendment of said section, to for- 
ward a sum equivalent to five cents per capita of your membership. 

N. VAN SLYCK, 
Grand Commander. 
Attest : 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Grand Recorder. 


Nearly all of our subordinates have cheerfully responded to 
the sforegoing, there being but five delinquents, whom it is 
hoped will comply with the requirement to-day. 

There has been a luxity in complying with the provisions of 
our Constitution, in reference to returns, which has prevented 
a perfect statement of our financial condition by the Grand 
Treasurer. 


E. SIR SAMUEL LEWIS. 


It is again my duty to announce the death of another per- 
manent member of this Grand Body. 

On the 26th day of September, A. D. 1873, Sir Samuel Lewis 
found “ that sleep that knows no waking,” at the ripe age of 
76 years, 
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By a long life of honest and patient industry and strict in- 
tegrity, he achieved a character that demanded the respect and 
confidence of all who kuew him; and died, leaving no stain 
upon his Masonic life. 

He was a member of St. John’s Commandery, a Past Grand 
High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island, and a Past 
Grand Generalissimo of the Grand Commandery of Massachu- 

setts and Rhode Island, and was a cotemporary and intimate 
friend of E. Sir James Salisbury, whose death was so receutly 
announced. — Requiescat in pace. 


“ORDER NO. 3.” 


Since the semi-annual assembly and in due course of mail, I 
received the following letter from the M. E. Grand Master of 
Templars in the United States: 


GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNicguts TEMPLAR, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
OFFICE OF THE GRAND Master. 
New ORLEans, June 8th, 1873. 
Sir Nicholas Van Slyck,Grand Commander of Massachusetts and Ithode Island. 
DEAR Sik AND FratER:—I have to call your attention to Order No. 3, 
from these headquarters, relative to uniform and dress. I hear it is not 
observed in your jurisdiction. The only excuse 1 bave ever heard for 
non-compliance with the order or non-conformance to the edict of 1862, 
of the Grand Encampment relative to uniform, is tae exemption under 
the resolution of 1859. If my information is correct none of the com- 
manderies in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, except the first nine, in 
age can claim exemption under that resolution, even supposing it still in 
force. Dues even your own commandery come under the exemption ? 
I would be pleased to hear from you in this regard at your earliest 
convenience. Courtcously and truly yours, 
J. Q. A. FELLOWS, 
Grand Master. 
Which communication I answered as follows : 
GRAND COMMANDERY or KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND APPENDANT OR- 
DERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 
OrricE or R. E. Gkanp CoMMANDER. 
Provipence, R. I, June 16, 1873. 
Sir J. Q. A. Fekows, M. H. Grand Master of Templars. 


Dear Sir anp M. E. FratTER:—Yours of June 8th, A. D. 1873, was 
duly received and in reply state that ‘‘Order No. 3,” was referred by me . 
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to the R. E. Grand Commandery in May, A. D., 1872, and I expressed my 
wish in reference thereto in my semi-annual address whereupon the 
whole matter was referred to a very competent committee, with M. E. 
Past Grand Master Gardner at the head. Again in October at the annual 
assembly I called attention to the matter, and by reference to our ab- 
stracts of proceedings you will find what I said upon the subject, (pages 
20 and 94.) 


There was no action at the annual assembly upon this matter the com- 
mittee being continued to the semi-annual of last month. At that time 
the committee was enlarged and now consists of Gardner, Dean, Baker, 
Moore, Lewis, all Past Grand Masters, or commanders, as also Doyle and 
Eldred, eminent templars. That committee made a partial report upon 
the subject committed to them and are instructed to report to the Grand 
Commander in writing before September, so that the report may be 
printed and distributed prior to our annual assembly. 


You will see that as yet Iam without instructions upon this subject, 
but trust soon to be able to receive such action as will indicate the will 
of the Grand Body. You will, however, permit me to say, that all com- 
manderies in Rhode Island chartered since 1859, wear the U. 8. regula- 
tion regalia, MY OWN among the number. This is not, however, true in 
Massachusetts, although there are commanderies wearing the U. 8. regu- 
lation regalia. 


When that committee reports I will send you a copy of the report as 
soon as printed. You will perhaps remember that this Grand Com- 
mandery did not recognize the right of the Grand Encampment to change 
the nomenclature formerly existing, but in order to be in harmony with 
other Grand Bodies, of its own accord, changed the same. It will, if let 
alone, do right in this matter, but will not be coerced. 


I am courteously and truly yours. 
N. VAN SLYCK, Grand Commander. 


To this communication I have received no reply ; and, there- 
fore, presume the same to be entirely satisfactory. 


COMMITTEE ON COSTUME AND REGALIA. 


This committee has made no report in reference to the sub- 
ject matter of their appointment, as directed by your vote at 
the semi-annual ‘assembly ; and, by consequence, I have not 
been able to circulate a printed copy thereof, as directed 

It is exceedingly to be regretted that such report was unable to 
have been made, as the subject is one of the greatest importance, 
and should no longer be allowed to drift along without your ac- 
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tion. Iam unadvised as to the probability of a report at this 
assembly, or as to the action deemed best by the committee. 

In consequence of this failure to report, I have been unable 
to communicate further with the M. E. Grand Master of Tem- 
plars in reference to this matter. 


COSTUME IN THE ASYLUM. 


There is in some commanderies a laxity in reference to the 
appearance of their members in the asylum, eo far as regards 
the proper dress to be worn is concerned. It should not be 
perinitted to any person to be present at any assembly, unless 
clothed in regalia, save and except for cause shown, such person 
is thereunto permitted by the commander. This laxity has 
caused some commanders a considerable annoyance, and 80 
fur they have failed to find a complete remedy. This trouble, 
however, is confined to a limited number of bodies, and I am 
happy to state that the number is growing less. 

Everything about a masonic or templar meeting should be 
carried on so as to render impressions of them of a pleasant and 
agreeable character; more especially should slovenness be 
guarded against. If every one felt, and every one should feel, 
that a visit to the lodge room or asylum, was asa visit toa 
geutleman’s house, and that all the rules of decorum and polite- 
ness are as operative as in that case, the difficulty referred to 
would be avoided. Who would think of entering a gentleman’s — 
parlor, in any other than a prescribed dress, should such dress 
be prescribed. But in our case the dress has not only been 
prescribed, but each of us by our obligations are bound, 
through and by our own consent, to observe the rule of wearing 
regalia in the asylum. How does it not add to the interest of 
an assembly, to see every knight at his post, dressed as a knight ? 
How different the impression to one entering for the first time 
that asylum, than the one received in seeing some with hats, 
some with caps, and some without either, and with apparel as 
varied in color as the coat of Joseph. Again, in ante-rooms 
everything should be in order, no loafing about with cigar or 
otherwise, during the hours the asylum is opened. I have 
known of its having happened, (not however with us,) that a 
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mason finding himself in another city than his own, deter- 
mined upon visiting a Masonic Lodge, and entered the ante- 
room of two lodges for that purpose, but was so badly im- 
pressed by what he saw in and about the same, that in each 
instance he declined to enter. This could not have happened 
with us; but itis only carrying a little further that want of 
care which permits unclothed knights to be recognized in the 
asylum. 

I do not recommend any action upon this subject by you, 
at this time, believing that to have attention called thereto, will 
cause such as are derelict to remedy the evil themselves. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


On the 6th of September last, an invitation was received from 
the commanderies in the city of Philadelphia, inviting the 
Grand Commander and officers of the Grand Commandery to 
be present in that city, upon the occasion of the consecration 
and dedication of their asylum in the masonic temple. 

It was thought that not to be present would be a remissness 
of duty, the occasion being one of such general interest as that 
you should be represented, and accordingly said invitation was 
accepted. 

Your representative and such of the Grand Officers as were 
with him, were received by the R. E. Grand Commander and 
officers of the Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania, and from 
that time, (Sept. 25th,) until the first of October, were the re- 
cipients of their courtesy and hospitality. It was our privilege 
by invitation to accompany the R. E. Grand Commander Sir 
Grant Weidman to the “Grand Tournoi” at the Academy of 
Music and Horticultural Hall and to review the five command- 
eries of Philadelphia. It was a scene never to be forgotten. 
Five commanderieg, (in all about one thousand knights) in full 
regalia, and with banners, were drawn up in line and after- 
wards passed in review. The drill was of a high order and 
elicited the commendation of all present. After the review we 
were permitted to witness an exhibition drill under the com- 
mand of Sir Masson. The exhibition company was made up 
by a detail of ten knights from each of the five commanderies 
in the city, and the excellence of drill shown was superior to 
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anything I ever witnessed, and the plaudits of the great multi- 
tude assembled testified to its appreciation of it. 

On the 30th the asylum was consecrated and dedicated to 
templar masonry, by very imposing ceremonies preceding which 
was a parade of some thirty-five hundred knights. The ap- 
pearance on the street of so many templars dressed in the beau- 
tiful regalia of the order, with banners and music, presented a 
picture of great interest. There were many thousands of peo- 
ple upon the street, and windows, balconies, stoops, fences and 
all available places were crowded with interested spectators. 

The ceremonies at the temple were the more pleasing by 
reason of the superior excellence of the music. 

This was claimed to be the first occasion in this country 
where an asylim had been dedicated to the exclusive use of 
templarism, and that there was in existence no office therefor. 
To preserve the one used, I have appended a copy hereto. 

There was with me during the week and accompanying me 
al the Tournoi and during the consecrating ceremonies, E. 
Grand Generalissimo, Sir Horace Daniels ; E. Grand Prelate, 
Rev. George S. Noyes; E. Grand Senior Warden, Sir Tracy P. 
Cheever; E. Grand Junior Warden, Sir John Dean; E. Grand 
Treasurer, Sir William Parkman; E. Grand Recorder, Sir A. F. 
Chapman; E. Daniel E. Chase, Sirs James H. Armington, 
Frederick G. Walbridge, Nelson N. Aldrich, 8. G. Stiness and 
others. 

The banquet following the work in the asylum gave evidence 
of the good taste and hospitality of our fraters of Philadelphia, 
and we left that city with hearts overflowing with good feeling 
toward them and with the earnest wish that peace, happiness 
and prosperity might ever be theirs. 


ABSTRAOTS OF PROCEEDINGS. 


Our abstracts of proceedings are so valuable that none that 
can claim templar standing will be without them, and all that 
can should, and many have caused them to be bound for their 
private libraries. Unfortunately we commenced the printing of 
them so recently, that our printed history commences with the 
semi-annual assembly of May, 1864. It is true that there is a 
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printed report of the annual assembly in Providence, held Oct. 
12th, 1840, but this is all, prior to May, 1864. How valuable 
would it be to have all the proceedings prior to that time, printed 
uniform with the proceedings already printed. It is thought 
that the expense of such publication will not be very large when 
compared with its value. I recommend that such publication 
be made. 


PORTRAITS. 


It will be remembered that at our Jast semi-annual assembly, 
I urged the importance of procuring an engraved portrait of 
our Past Grand Masters and Commanders, to be bound with 
our “abstracts of proceedings.” The feeling among the mem- 
bers of this hody, has been so unanimously in favor of the 
policy, that I have felt it a duty, to further the project to the 
utmost of my power, and in pursuance of this policy, I have to 
report my doings as follows : 


The first body to which I applied was our oldest command- 
ery, St. John’s; and as was to be expected, was met with a 
quick and hearty response, and as a result a plate has been en- 
graved of our first Grand Master of Templars, R. E. Thomas 
Smith Webb, the nse of which has been tendered to the Grand 
Commander; also plates are being engraved of R. E. Charles H. 
Titus, the same being done by “Charles H. Titus Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Masons,” at Taunton ; ag also of R. E. Sir 
William W. Baker, the same being done by St. Bernard Com- 
mandery. Beyond these we have the promise of others, perhaps 
two. This will make a good beginning, and would seem to 
insure the success of the project. It affords me great gratifica- 
tion to be able to report such alacrity in the responses to my 
suggestion. It is proposed to accompany each engraving with 
a sketch of the masonic history of the original, which of itself 
will be a valuable contribution. 


To-day is completed two years of service as your Grand Com- 
mander, and the time has arrived for surrendering to you the 
jewel with which I have been invested during these years, and 
this surrender ends my official relation with this Grand Body, 
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as to-day completes the term prescribed by custom to a Grand 
Commander, a custom founded in the highest wisdom. 

I accepted this trust, with great diffidence and feared the 
responsibilities incident to the position, but with an earnest 
desire, and determination to promote the good of the order, and 
now, as I look back, although I can see faults and many 
short comings, am unconscivus of anintentional wrong. That 
more error is not found is owing to the kindness and assist- 
ance that all have so freely given me, and especially are my ac- 
knowledgments due to the members of the council, who always, 
upon all occasions, have with great alacrity performed all duties 
imposed upon them and who have ever performed those duties 
to the acceptance of all. They have been ever ready in council 
and prompt in execution. 

As I now take leave of this station vivid pictures of joyous 
and happy scenes are with me, remembrances of continued 
kindness and exhibitions of affection press upon me, and my 
heart is overflowing with gratitude. 

How well do I recall that scene of four years ago, when our 
great hearted knight, forgetful of self,and only looking to the 
general welfare, in open Grand Commandery, refused the use 
of his name for promotion, until a Sir Knight of Rhode Island 
had been elected to a position he might well have claimed, and 
undoubtedly without such refusal, would have been elected to 
fill. How much that act did towards producing the unity of 
feeling now existing between the two parts of the jurisdiction 
is difficult for any save a Sir Knight from Rhode Island to 
realize, not produced because of him who was thereby pro- 
moted, but because of the spirit of fairness, kindness and lib- 
erality it shew toward them, and the noble self-abnegation 
displayed. 

It adds to my satisfaction in retiring from this station to 
know that all our commanderies are bound together in love, 
with no strife or rivalry save such contention, as which may. 
most or best contribute to the honor and welfare of templar 
masonry, and that the Grand Body was never more prosperous, 
never occupied a more exalted and commanding position, and 
was never more “worthy of its fair fame and its ancient 
renown.” 
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Whatever clond may have been seen in the past, threatening 
the permanence of our union, has been dissolved by the sun- 
shine of generosity and brotherly love, and now all are looking 
to, this Grand Body,°as a noble. and, much loved mother, sur- 
rounding it with their best love, honoring it with their highest 
admiration, trusting to it, believing in jit, ever ready to pro- 
vide for its welfare and protect it from danger. 


May these kind feelings grow stronger, may this noble union 
of our two states be forever blest and ever contribute to the up- 
holding and preserving of our most sacred tenets. May it 
ennoble our profession, bearing aloft the sacred emblem of the 
crucifixion surrounded by faithful followers and_true believers. 


Mindful that the foundation of our order is the Christian 
religion, that it inculcates the practice of the Christian virtues, 
let us not forget to shape our lives in accordance with those 
divine teachings and sublime precepts left us by the blessed 
Immanuel, and of which we should be constantly reminded by 
that beautiful emblem, the cross; and may he who is able, 
abundantly furnish you for every good work, preserve you from 
falling into’error—improve, strengthen, establish and perfect 
you, and finally greet each of you with, “Well done thon good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” 


On motion of E. Sir John Dean it was 


Voted, That so much of the address of the R. E. Grand Commander as 
refers to the status of a charter member of a new commandery, be re- 
ferred to a committee of three consisting of Sirs Tracy P. Cheever, Caleb 
Saunders, Albert H. Cushman. 


’ That so much thercof as refers to 8 committee on printing, be referred 
to a committee of three, consisting of Sirs Thomas A. Doyle, George E. 
Stacy, E. H. Brainard. 


That so much thereof as refers to printing’ proceedings prior to 1864, 
be referred to a committee of five, consisting of Sirs W. Marshall, Z. L. 
Bicknell, C,.A. Welch, W._H. Kent and George W. Keene. 


That so much as refers to the death of Past Grand Generalissimo E. 
Sir Samuel Lewis, be referred to a committee of three, consisting of Sirs 
H, W. Rugg, J. M. Greenwood and Charles H. White. 
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That so much thereof as has not been specially referred be referred to a 
committee of five, consisting of Sirs W. W. Baker, N. W. Aldrich, G@. W. 
Ray, John N. Pike and John Eldred. 


The committee on credentials submitted the following 
report which was accepted : 


In GRAND COMMANDERY, 
Boston, October 31, 1873. 


The committee on credentials have attended to the duty assigned them, 
and would report the following members and representatives present. 


Grand Officers...... 0.0.0... cece cece ence cece sveees 14 
Past Grand Officers... . 0.0.0... ccc ccc ence cece evens 10 
Past Eminent Commanders............-.........0.2.. 22 
Eminent Commanders.......... 0.0.0 cece cece eee eenes 22 
Generalissimos .......... 0.0.0 cece eee ccc e eee ee eees 14 
Captaing General... so: 2 .iwcax oe cae cde bese terete gees 9 
PYOXI CBs oi Re eh ae Haw Re ee ee whee Re 21 

Totalicc oe occd Ms Sat heer se ed peat cauieaedete 112 


Fraternally submitted, 


E. H. BRAINARD, Goninilitesan 


H. HOSFORD, Credentials. 


J. P. LUTHER, 


PROXIES. 


Sir George H. Burnbam, of St. John’s Commandery, for E. Sir Thomas 
A. Doyle, Past Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir John Dean of Worcester County Commandery, for Sir T. E. 8t. 

*Jobn, Eminent Commander. 

E. Sir William D. Seely of Palestine Commandery for Sir John H. 
Roberts, Captain General. 

Sir Lewis Fales of Milford Commandery, for Sir James M. Woods, 
Generalissimo. 

R. E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck of Calvary Commandery, for Sir Charles 
B. Webster, Generalissimo. 

Sir John Haigh of Haverhill Commandery, for SirG. M. Stoddard, 
Generalissimo and Sir A. A. Currier, Captain General. 

Sir Baalis Sanford, Jr., of Old Colony Commandery, for Sir A. Sumner 
Stetson, Eminent Commander. 

Sir W. D. Axtel of Berkshire Commandery, for Sir DeWitt C. Munyan, 
Generalissimo and Sir George C. Dunham, Captain General. 

E. Sir Charles E. Smith of Bristol Commandery, for Sir 8. 8. Ginnodo, 
Eminent Commander and Sir D. H. Smith, Generalissimo. 
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E. Sir Josiah H. Prindle of Northampton Commandery, for Sir J. ©. 
Williams, Generalissimo and Sir Luke Lyman, Captain General. 


Sir John G. Tompson of Gethsemane Commandery, for Sir Robert L. 
Davis, Generalissimo. 


Sir W. H. Messinger of Olivet Commandery, for Sir John Shaw 2d, 
Generalissimo. 


The following commanderies were found to be repre- 
sented : 


Samnt JOHN. Hues DE PAYENs. 
Boston. Saint OMER. 
NEWBURYPORT. BERKSHIRE. 
WASHINGTON. GopFREY DE BOUvUILLON. 
WORCESTER Counry. JOSEPH WARREN. 
SPRINGFIELD. NARRAGANSETT. 
DeMo.ay. WILLIAM PARKMAN. 
Hoty SEPULCHRE. NORTHAMPTON. 
PILGRm™. SoutH SHoRE. 
PALESTINE. BRISTOL. 

MILFORD. NaTIcK. 

Saunt BERNARD. Cazurn pe Lion. 
CALVARY. GETHSEMANE. 

OLp CoLony. OLIVET. 

SuTTON. ATHOL, (U. D.) 
BETHANY. Bay §raTE, (U. D.) 


The books and papers of Athol Commandery, (U. D.) 
together with a petition for a charter were received, and 
referred to a committee who subsequently reported as 
follows : 


In Granp COMMANDERY, 


Boston, Mass., Oct. 31, 1873. 

Your committee to whom was referred the petition of Vernon Otis 
Taylor and twenty-six other knights templars for a charter for a com- 
mandery to be located at Athol Depot village, Mass., under the name of 
Athol Commandery, report that they have considered the said application 
and from an examination of the doings of said commandery while under 
a dispensation, they recommend that the prayer of the petitioners be 
granted, and that a charter be issued to them. The records of the body 
appear to be neatly and correctly kept. The code of by-laws submitted 
have no serious faults, but seem unnecessarily extended, and your com- 
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mittee have made considerable amendments to them in this respect. As 
now submitted they recommend their approval. 


W. H. KENT, 
WYZEMAN MARSHALL, } Committee. 

On motion it was 
Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 


On motion of E. Sir W. H. Kent it was 


Voted, That the dispensation to Atho] Commandery, (U. D.) be con- 
tinued, until a charter shall be issued. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the dispensation to Bay State Commandery, (U. D.) be 
continued. 


At one o’clock and twenty minutes, on motion of V. E. 
Sir Charles A. Stott, it was 


Voted, That the Grand Commandery adjourn until] two and one-half 
o'clock, P. M. 


The hour to which the Grand Commandery stood ad- 
journed having arrived, the Grand Commander called the 
Sir Knights to order for the dispatch of business. 


On motion of E. Sir William Parkman it was 


Voted, That the petition alluded to ia the address by the R. E. Grand 
Commander, praying for a dispensation to form and open a commandery 
at Hyde Park, be referred to a committee consisting of E. Sir Abraham 
A. Dame, Sir W. H. Kent and Sir Wyzeman Marshall, who subsequently 
reported verbally, 


‘‘That they heard the petitioners by a delegation, and the majority 
of the committee recommended that the prayer of the petitioners be 
granted.” c 

On motion it was 

Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 


Pa 
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On motion of E. Sir William Parkman, it was 


Voted, That the sum of one hundred dollars be donated to the family 
of Past Grand Master Robert Lash. 


The hour for the election of officers having arrived, the 
R. E. Grand Commander, with official formalities invited 
the V. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Captain General of 
the Grand Encampment of the United States, to preside 
during the election, and to install the Grand Officers elect 
into their respective stations ; which invitation was cour- 
teously accepted. 


The V. E. Grand Captain General ordered the report of 
the committee on credentials to be verified by calling the 
roll of members and proxies, after which he appointed Sir 
Sir John McClellan and Sir @ committee to 
collect, count and report the number of votes cast. 


On announcing the result of the voting the following 
Eminent Knights were declared duly elected: 


Sir CHARLES A. STOTT.............. R. E. Grand Commander. 

Sir Henry W. Ruae............... V. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
Sir WYZEMAN MARSHALL............ E. Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir JOHN DEAN...............00008- E. Grand Captain General. 

Sir Rev. GEorcE 8. Novgs.......... E. Grand Prelate 

Sir Netson W. ALDRICH............ E. Grand Senior Warden. 

Sir Georee E. StTacy............... E. Grand Junior Warden. 

Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN.............. E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN............ E. Grand Recorder. 


The Sir Knights were then called to their devotions, and 
the official obligation was administered to E. Sir Charles 
A. Stott, who was installed into his high office. 


The R. E. Grand Commander then announced the follow- 
ing appointed officers: 
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Sir Hocum HosForD...............: E. Grand Sword Bearer. 
Sir DanrieL E. CHASK............... E. Grand Standard Bearer. 
Sir WituiamM H. KEnt............... E. Grand Warder. 
Sir Georcz H. BurRNwAM........... E, Grand Captain of Guards. 
Sir Epwarp L. FREEMAN............ 
* Sir E. Dana BANCROFT.............- Grand Lecturers. 
Sir CHARLES M. AVERY............. 
Sir EBEn F. Gay............ ccc cae Grand Sentinel. 


Also the following committee on credentials : 
Sir James C. Tucker, Sir Jeremiah D. Parker, and Sir Caleb Saunders 


The V. E. Grand Captain General then administered the 
official obligation and the Grand Officers elected and ap- 
pointed, were duly installed into their respective offices. 


The V. E. was assisted by E. Sir Tracy P. Cheever, who 
made the customary official proclamation. 


The Grand Commandery was then placed in charge of 
the R. E. Grand Commander, who thanked the V. E. Grand 
Captain General for his attendance and courtesy and for 
his official service ; he also, in appropriate terms addressed 
himself to the members of the Grand Commandery, and 
gratefully acknowledged his obligations for their unani- 
mous election — wishing all a safe return to their several 
homes and a happy journey through life, he invited all 
present to partake of a collation which had been spread in 
the banquet hall, and declared the Grand Commandery 
adjourned. 


A true report of the proceedings of the semi-annual, spec- 
ial and annual assemblies of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the appendant orders of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. ; 


Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
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Representatives of other Grand Gommanderics near the Grand 
Commaniery of Bassachusetts and Rhode Jsland. 


Kanga. iss vsscccieeic ce owas E. Sir BensAMIN DEAN, Boston, Mass. 
New Jersey............... E. Sir Witiiam 8. GARDNER, Newton, Mass. 
Pennsylvania.......... ... E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Boston, Mass. 
Indiana............. 0. cee E. Sir Henry CHICKERING, Pittsfield, Mass. 
California ................. E. Sir CHaRLEs H. Titus, Boston, Mass. 
New York................ E. Sir Wittiam 8. GARDNER, Newton, Mass, 
Kentucky................. E. Sir Wyzeman Mansuaut, Boston, Mass. 
Vermont..............0. 00. E. Sir AL¥rep F. Caapman, Boston, Mass. 


Representatives of this Grand Commandery near 
other Grand Commanderies. 


Pennsylvania.............. E. Sir James M. Porter, Easton. 

Vermont vice. cee evens E. Sir W. H. H. Warrcoms, Burlington. 
Missouri...............-.. E. Sir GrorGE FRANK GouLey, St. Louis. 
Louisiana,................ E. Sir Joszra P. Hornor, New Orleans. 
Kentucky................. E. Sir Wrttiam ALva Warner, Louisville. 
Georgia.......-....0..005- E. Sir Coartes R. ARMsTRONG, Macon. 
Nebraska................. E. Sir Ropert C. Jorpan, Browneville. 
Wnidisnas<o.65 ss2e5 wanda ves E. Sir Davip P. WHELDON, Fort Wayne. 
Virginia. os os .y ian Ke eae E. Sir WriuraM B. Isaacs, Richmond. 
TMi; 26 ¢ichetee sinh one E. Sir Vincent L. Hurst, Chicago. 


New Yorke. cscwiaviks E. Sir Ropert H. WaTeRMAN, Albany. 


B Sik Samuel Lewis, 


First received light in Masonry, March 4, 1841, and the 
accolade of a Knight Templar, March 6th, 1848. 


He was a Past Master of Mount Vernon Lodge, a Past 
High Priest of Providence R. A. Chapter, both of Provi- 
dence, R. I. 


He was also Past Grand High Priest, Recorder of Saint 
John’s Encampment four years, and Grand Generalissimo 
of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, 1857. 


True in life and faithful unto death. He received the 
crown September 26, 1873, in the 77th year of his age. 


&t. John’s Commandery. 
Sir Epwarp Hussarp, 
“ Grorce L. Hoyt, 
JoHN W. GRoss, 
JoHN MATTHEWS, 
J. CoLtutms GouLp, 
Epwin 8. STaPLes. 
Boston Commandery. 
Sir Cuar.Les B. F. ApAMs, 
“ Tuomas C. Day, 
“ Wiiiiam H. Leacu, 


“ Grorce MILES WASHBURN, 


“ SamuEL 8. MORRILL, 
‘« ZEBEDEE D. PotrTsr, 
“ BensaMin O. Woops. 
Springfield Commandery. 
Sir WirtuuaM A. LITTLE, 
“ Pxiiny Woop, 
“ CHARLES F. GRAVES. 
DeMolay Commandery. 
Sir SamvuEL J. M. Homer, 
“ Joun C. BLASDEL. 
Holy Sepulohre Commandery. 
Sir Toomas C. LEVALLEY. 
Filgrim Commandery. 
Sir WiitiiAM Dossins, 
“ FREDERICK T. NorTH. 
Palestine Commandery, 
Sir BENJAMIN H. ATKINS. 
Milford Commandery, 
Sir ALFRED H. Hasrinas, 
“ Srepman W. Hows, 


“ Cares B. SOUTHWICK. 


Haverhill Commandery, 
Sir Jonn Epwarps. 
_ 014 Goleny Commandery, 
Sir Nanum REEp, 
“ WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 
“ WILLiaM RIPLey. 


Bethany Commandery, 


Sir Henry Tay.or Leavirt. 


Winslow Lewis Commandery. 
Sir Cuarues F. Patcs, 
“ JosEPH A. BoYDEN, 
“ IsraEL 8. LEE, 
“ H. H. F. WHITTemore. 
Jerasslem Commandery, 
Sir Stevens D. Rieiey, 
“ TREES THOMAS, 
Berkshire Commandery, 
Sir Wiutram A. INGRAHAM. 
Woonsocket Commandery, 
Sir Groner W. THAYER, 
Joseph Warren Commandery, 
Sir CHARLES E. WI1son, 
William Farkman Commandery, 
Sir GruBert R. BARTLETT. 
Briste] Commandery, 
Sir Wittiam H. THomas. 
Gouth Shore Commandery, 
Sir James H. Goutp, 
“ Prescott LoTHRop, 
“ Epwin R. CuarK. 
“ ALDEN W. Nasu. 
Gethsemane Commandery, 
Sir ANDREW FRAZER. 


“ They rest from their labors.” 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


OF 


Nicholas Flan Slyck, 


BY 


REUBEN ALDRIDGE GUILD. 


NICHOLAS VAN SLYCK. 


The subject of this brief sketch, whose portrait, as an accom- 
paniment to the present volume of proceedings, has been kindly 
furnished by Calvary Commandery, of which body he was re- 
cently elected Commandcr, was born at Kinderhook, New York, 
on the 28th of July, 1829. His father, Hugh Van Slyck, was 
a “Knickerbocker,” whose ancestors had lived in Kinderhook 
from: the early settlement of the country. The maiden name 
of his mother was Orminta Matilda Pulver. 

Having completed his elementary studics in the “ district 
school,” he entered “ Kinderhook Academy,” and under the 
able instruction of his teacher and principal, Silas Metcalf, pur- 
sued an advanced conrse of study in the classics and mathe- 
matics, preparatory to a collegiate life. In the fall of 1846, he 
enrolled his name as a member of the sophomore class at Wil- 
liams college, Williamstown, Massachusetts. From this excel- 
lent institution he graduated in 1849. Among his fifty-one 
classmates were many, who have since distinguished themselves 
in the various walks of literary and professional life. Imme- 
diately upon graduating, he commenced the stndy of law in the 
place of his birth, and after an examination in the city of Al- 
bany, he was admitted to the New York bar, on the 3d of 
December, 1850. He practised law in the great metropolis 
until the fall of 1855, when he removed to Providence, Rhode 
Island. Here he has continued to reside until the present time. 
Previous to this, on the 1st of November, 1854, he had married 
Elizabeth P. Manchester, a daughter of Captain Cyrus B. Man- 
chester, of Providence. Several children have blessed this 
union, one of whom, the eldest, is now a member of the sopho- 
more class in Brown University. 
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Soon after removing to Providence, he entered into a part- 
nership with George H. Browne, a graduate of Brown Uni- 
versjty under President Wayland, and a lawyer and gentleman 
of high repute. This partnership is still continued. He was 
early elected a member of the school committee, where he has 
rendered efficient service in behalf of the public schools of the 
city. In 1870 he was elected a member of the common coun- 
cil, from the fifth ward, to which position he has been re- 
elected from year to year. Of this popular branch of the city 
government, he has been from the first a prominent and active 
member. In 1872 he served as chairman of the Joint Stand- 
ing Committee on Education, and in 1873, he was elected Pres- 
ident of the common council. He was colonel of the Providence 
Artillery, now the United Train of Artillery, in 1858, and dur- 
ing the late war of the rebellion, he served in the 1st regiment 
of Rhode Island Volunteers, in command of company B., being 
at the battle of Bull Run. He afterwards went out as Lieut. 
Colonel, and having aided in the organization of the 9th regi- 
ment, he resigned his commission and returned home. In 1861 
he was elected a member of the General Assembly, and served 
two years. 


But it is his masonic history to which our attention is spec- 
ially directed. He was initiated an Entered Apprentice in 
What Cheer Lodge, No. 21, Providence, on the 6th of October, 
1857, passed to the degree of Fellow Craft, October 20th, and 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason, November 24, fol- 
lowing, being the first person, initiated, passed and raised in that 
lodge. He was elected Junior Warden of said lodge, November 
30, 1859, Senior Warden, November 30, 1860, and Worshipful 
Master Nov. 27, 1861. In 1864 he was elected Right Worshipful 
Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, and 
again in 1872. In 1873 he was elected Most Worshipful Grand 
Master. In 1861 he was made a Royal Arch Mason in Providence 
Chapter, No. 1. He has however held no official position in 
Capitular masonry, his many and arduous labors in other fields 
of work, leaving but little time to cultivate this. In 1862, he 
was made a Knight Templar, in Calvary Commandery, of Prov- 
idence, in which body he served as Junior Warden, and Gene- 
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ralissimo. In December, 1871, he was elected Commander, but 
declined installation, having accepted the position of Right 
Eminent Grand Commander, of the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and believing the two offices 
to be incompatible. He has also taken the 32 degrees of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scotch Rite, has held position in the 
Lodge of Perfection, and served as Most Equitable, in the 
Providence Council of Princes of Jerusalem. 
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THOMAS SMITH WEBB. 


This illustrious Mason, the first Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and the 
founder of the American system of Ohapter and Encampment 
Masonry, was born in Boston, on the 30th of October, 1771. 
Concerning his childhood and youth we know comparative- 
ly little. He early manifested a fondness for study and 
books, which his parents encouraged by every means in their 
power. At the age of sixteen he was apprenticed, in accord- 
ance with the time-honored customs of our fathers, to a prin- 
ter, in his native city. He afterwards removed to Keene, New 
Hampshire, where he worked for a few months at his trade. 
Here the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry were con- 
ferred upon him by “Rising Sun Lodge.” In the year 
1793, he removed to Albany and established a paper-staining 
manyfactory. This city, at the time of which we write, was 
not only the capital of the State, but a great centre of Masonic 
influence. Here he became acquainted with a printer by the 
name of Hamner, an Englishman by birth, and a member of 
the “ Lodge of Antiquity,” over which Preston had presided. 
From him he derived much valuable assistance in the work in 
which he wag now earnestly and zealously engaged. On the 
12th of September, 1797, as appears from the copyright, he 
published “The Freemason’s Monitor; or, Illustrations of 
Masonry,” and thus secured for himself undying fame, as a 
Masonic ritualist and an author. This rare volume, a copy of 
which has been kindly loaned us by Sir Knight Winslow Lewis, 
M. D., Past Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, is a small duodecimo of two 
hundred and eighty-four pages, consisting of two parts, the 
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second part containing an account of the “ Eneffable Degrees 
of Masonry,” together with Masonic Songs, including “ Master's 
Song,” “ Senior Warden’s Song,” “ Junior Warden’s Song,” and 
Senior Warden’s Toast,” by the author. The publication of 
this work, which had an extensive circulation among the Craft, 
was followed, we may here add, by successively enlarged and 
improved editions, in 1802, 1805, 1808, 1816 and 1818, and by 
numerous editions after the lamented author’s decease. It is 
to-day regarded by the Fraternity as a standard work upon the 
subjects of which it treats. During his residence in Albany 
he also, says his enlogist, Rev. Paul Dean, founded “ Temple 
Chapter” and “Temple Encampment.” While High Priest of 
this former body, he, with his associate Hamner, visited St. 
Andrew’s Chapter, in Boston, and illustrated the beginnings of 
his system of Royal Arch Masonry, as the early records thereof 
show. The Mark and Past Master’s degrees he had previously 
revised and enlarged from existing degrees of this name, the 
Most Excellent he had in the main originated, and the Royal 
Arch he had so arranged as to make his own. The whole, 
under his skillful forming hand, was gradually developed and 
improved, until it came to constitute the present beautiful and 
complete system of Chapter Masonry, as everywhere practiaed 
in the United States. 


Doring the year 1799, Webb removed with his family to 
Providence, Rhode Island, where he spent the greater part of 
his remaining life. His business first was the manufacture of 
wall paper, in which he employed a large number of hands. 
He subsequently disposed of that business, and purchased an 
interest in the “Hope Manufacturing Company,” becoming 
the responsible agent of the firm. His mature judgment, and 
unwearied perseverance and skill, ensured him financial suc- 
cess, and enabled him to contribute much towards regulating 
and strengthening the cotton manufacturing interests of the 
State, which in these later years have become so wonderfully 
developed and improved. But it is his Masonic work to which 
our attention is at present directed. From the recordsof St. 
John’s Lodge, under date of Nov. 28, 1800, it appears that he 
was invited to become a member of the same “for his very 
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great exertions in the cause of Masonry.” This invitation he 
accepted, as appears from an original letter on file, dated Feb. 
4,1801. The Lodge of which he thus became a member is 
one of the oldest and most flourishing of all our Masonic 
bodies, its charter having been given Jan. 18, 1757, by direc- 
tion of “The Right Worshipful Jeremy Gridley, Esq., Pro- 
vincial Grand Master of the Ancient and Honorable Society of 
Free and Accepted Masons in North America.” In its long 
list of members, may be found the names of not a few of the 
leading citizens of the place, including prominent founders 
and early benefactors of Rhode Island College, now Brown 
University, governors, lieutenant governors, mayors, judges, 
lawyers, physicians and clergymen, men of wealth and men 
of renown. He at once thoroughly identified himself with the 
interests of the lodge, attended its meetings, frequently pre- 
siding by special request, and instituted a “ Lodge of Instruc- 
tion,” through which he disseminated a knowledge of the work, 
known among Masonic teachers as the “ Webb Work, or Lec- 
tures.” How well hisservices were appreciated, may be inferred 
from an address delivered in Providence, June 24, 1802, by the 
late Benjamin Gleason, afterward Grand Lecturer of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts. After referring to men of influence, 
character and energy, like the Czar, Peter the Great, he adds: 
“What Lycurgus was among the Spartans, as it respects general 
improvement, so has our worthy brother (Webb) been among 
Masons, as it respects our scientific advancement. We yield 
‘ him the honors of Masonry.” Language like this, evidently 
spoken in sincerity, without intention to flatter, could certainly 
apply to no ordinary man, and could- designate no ordinary 
work. 

The first mention made of Webb in connection with the 
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, appears under date of June 24, 
1801, when he was present at a meeting held in Warren, and 
appointed one of a committee of seven to revise the constitu- 
tion. This committee never reported, so far as can be ascer- 
tained from the records. At a meeting held in 1806, he was 
appointed chairman of a committee of five, for the same pur- 
pose. He reported on the 28th of November, 1808, “and the 
new constitution,” to use the language of the record, “was rati- 


146 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 


fied and adopted.” He officiated as Grand Secretary pro tem. 
at a special meeting of the lodge, held February 27, 1802, and 
also at another meeting held March 1, following. At this latter 
meeting it was “ Resolved,” at his suggestion undoubtedly, 
“That a Grand Masonic Convention be held once in three years, 
for the purpose of adopting a uniform system of work in all 
the lodges.” At the annual meeting in June, 1802, he was 
elected Junior Grand Warden. The year following he was 
elected Senior Grand Warden, which office he held two years. 
He was elected Deputy Grand Master June 24th, 1811, and 
the year following he was re-elected. In 1813 he was elected 
Grand Master, and again 1814. At the annual meeting held 
in 1815, he was present, but declined a re-election, having re- 
moved his residence to Massachusetts. Thereupon it was, 
“Resolved, That M. W. Ephraim Bowen, M. W. William Wil- 
kinson, and W. John Carlile, be a committee to communicate 
to the M. W. Thomas Smith Webb, Past Grand Muster of this 
Grand Lodge, their unfeigned thanks for the able and satisfac- 
tory manner in which he has condacted its concerns during 
the time he has presided as Grand Master; and also for the 
great and signal service he has rendered to Freemasonry in 
general, and particularly to Freemasonry in this State.” 

Thus far we have dwelt upon Webb’s childhood and youth, 
and have considered him mainly in his relations to lodges, or 
Symbolic Masonry. We have now to consider him in his re- 
lations to Chapters and Encampments. This will involve the 
early history of the Providence Royal Arch Chapter, with 
which he was most intimately connected during a period of 
fifteen yearz, and where he left the impress of his rare genius 
and skill. It will also involve the history of the bodies which 
he was mainly or wholly instrumental in organizing and bring- 
ing into existence, viz.: the General Grand Chapter’ of the 
United States, St. John’s Encampment, Providence, the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and the Gen- 
eral Grand Encampment of the United States. The history of 
these several bodies is intimately connected with the history of 
Chapter and Encampment Masonry in the United States, and 
must be fully considered in any extended memoir of the life 
and work of the distinguished founder. We can at present 
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only allude to them briefly in passing. From the records, it 
uppears that he was invited to become a member of the Provi- 
dence Chapter, by a committee of three, appointed at a special 
meeting, held January 9, 1799. The first meeting at which he 
seems to have been present, was held October 11, 1799, when he 
officiated as Scribe pro tem. On the 18th of December, follow- 
ing, he presided, by special request of the High Priest, Rev. 
Companion Abraham L. Clarke, who was himself present. As 
no work was done, so far as the records show, it is evident that 
the object of the meeting was to give Webb an opportunity to 
explain and illustrate, as he had previously done before St. An- 
drew’s Chapter in Boston, the changes and improvements in 
the several degrees, the exoteric parts of which he had pub- 
lished in his “ Monitor.” He again presided, in like manner, 
on the 11th of January, 1800. He presided on the 5th of 
March, 18th of March, lst of April, 8th of April, 23d of 
April, 8th of July, 4th of November, 18th of November, 30th 
of December, and 3d of February, 1801, at which meetings 
brethren were admitted, in the language of the records, to the 
degrees of Mark Master, Past and Most Excellent Master, and 
exalted to the degree of a Royal Arch Mason. At the annual 
meeting, held on the 10th of February, 1801, he was elected 
High Priest, in the place of Rev. Companion Clarke, who had 
removed to Bristol. On the 12th of November, following, he 
was reelected for one year. During his administration, the by- 
laws, consisting of twelve articles, were prepared by him and 
adopted by the Chapter. These, it may be added, have contin- 
- ued in force, with but slight changes, until the present day. 
Henceforth the records adopt the peculiar phraseology, which 
has since everywhere prevailed. 

The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Rhode Island was organ- 
ized in March, 1798. On the 24th of December, 1799, Webb 
visited this body,and presided as Grand High Priest. He also 
presided, as appears from the records, on the 10th of March, 
1801, 11th of Marchand 2d of April following, installing the 
officers and instructing them in their work. On the 10th of 
March, 1802, he was elected Deputy Grand High Priest. He 
presided at meetings held March 30th, June 8th, and July 7th, 
following. In the records of this last meeting appears the 
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recommendation and endorsement of his “Monitor.” This 
recommendation, which was printed in the second edition, and 
repeated in every subsequent one, reads as follows: “ ‘The sub- 
scribers having been appointed a committee to examine a 
publication by companion Thomas S. Webb, entitled ‘The Free- 
magon’s Monitor,’ beg leave to report that, having attended to 
the subject of their appointment, they are of opinion that the 
said publication is replete with useful Masonic information, and 
is fully entitled to the sanction of this Grand Chapter.” 


“JOHN CARLILE, R. A. K., 
WM. WILKINSON, R. A.S., 
JER. F. JENKINS, R. A. T., 
NATHAN FISHER, R. A. C., 
JOSEPH TILLINGHAST, R. A. C.” 


“ Whereupon resolved unanimously, That this Grand Chap- 
ter recommend the aforesaid work to the attention and study 
of a]l members of the Fraternity to whom the same may come. 


Extract from the records, 
AMOS T. JENCKES, Grand Secretary.” 


On the 15th of March, 1803, he was elected Grand High 
Priest. This office he continued to hold with pleasure to him- 
self and profit to the Craft, until his removal from the State in 
1815, when he was succeeded by John Carlile. It was during 
his administration that he presided at the Constitution of the 
Newport Chapter, the “ceremonies ” of which, carefully written 
out in his peculiarly neat and legible penmanship, are found 
among the “Webb Papers.” They are worthy of publication, 
presenting as they do interesting details not elsewhere found in 
print, and affording a good illustration of the genius and spirit 
of the author. 

The formation of a General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, for the government and regulation of the grand and 
subordinate chapters, early engaged Webb’s attention. His 
views on the subject are happily stated in the second edition of 
the “ Monitor,” published in Providence, in 1802. At a con- 
vention of committees from several chapters in the Northern 
States, held in Boston, on the 24th of October, 1797, over 
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which he presided as chairman, a circular letter, which he had 
undoubtedly prepared in advance, waa ordered to be sent to 
every chapter in said States. This letter is also published in 
the “ Monitor.” Agreeably thereto, a second convention was 
held at Hartford, Connecticut, on the 24th of January, 1798. 
At this convention the form of a constitution was adopted, and 
Webb was appointed chairman of a committee to write to the 
several chapters not represented, and to carry the constitution 
into effect. He was also elected General Grand Scribe. The 
first meeting of the General Grand Chapter after its organiza- 
tion, was held at Middletown, Connecticut, on the third Wed- 
nesday in September, 1798, and adjourned to meet in Provi- 
dence on the second Wednesday in January, 1799. At this 
meeting he presented, as chairman of a special committee ap- 
pointed for this purpose, a new constitution, which, after 
discussion, was adopted. This important document, which em- 
bodies the author’se long cherished views iv regard to chapter 
organization and government, and which lies at the foundation 
of Capitular Masonry to-day throughout the United States, is 
also published in full in the “Monitor.” The next regular 
meeting of the General Grand Chapter, at which he presided 
in the absence of the General Grand High Priest, was held at 
Middletown, on the 9th of January, 1806. At this meeting he 
was elected General Grand King. The fourth meeting, at which 
he, as usual, presided, was held in New York, on the 6th of 
June, 1816. At this mecting the honorable and illustrious De 
Witt Clinton was elected General Grand High Priest, while 
Webb was elected Deputy General. 


When or where Webb received the degrees of Knighthood, 
cannot now, perbaps, be certainly determined. The eminent 
historiographer, Creigh, in his “ History of the Knights Tem- 
plar of Pennsylvania,” claims for Philadelphia the honor of 
knighting him, while the no less eminent Gardner, Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment of the United States, claims 
the same honor for Boston. In the absence of any positive in- 
formation on the subject, we muy reasonably infer, from the 
peculiar language of the first edition of the “ Monitor,” that 
he was made a Knight Templar, and a Knight of Malta, in the 
Encampment of New York City, during the latter part of the 

20 
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year 1796. Itis certain that he laid the foundations of his 
distinguished career asa Templar Mason in Providence. On 
the 23d of August, 1802, St. John’s Encampment was organ- 
ized, and he was elected first “Grand Master.” At this meet- 
ing he was appointed chairman of a committee to prepare a 
code of by-laws. These laws, which were afterwards adopted, 
continued in force, with but slight alterations, for forty years. 
They are in the highest degree interesting at the present day, 
illustrating as they do, the work of the illustrious founder of 
this now venerable body. At each annual meeting he was 
successively re-elected “Grand Master,” until December 5, 1814, 
when he declined further office, in consequence of his removal 
from the State. Sir John Carlile was accordingly elected his 
successor. It is sad, in this connection, to be reminded, that 
of the associates of Webb in St. John’s Encampment, or as it 
is now called, Commandery, not one is now living, all having 
ceased from their earthly labors, and entered the asylum above. 
The late Sir Knight Josiah Whitaker, whom he dubbed Knight 
of the Red Cross, December 28, 1813, and who was made a 
Templar on the 10th of January following, was for many years, 
as it were, a connecting link between the present and the 
past. He was present at the annual meeting in December, 
1870, and appeared full of life and vigor. Like the prophet of 
old, his eye was not dimmed, nor had his natural force materi- 
ally abated. His sun has since gone down in brightness, leav- 
ing behind the record of a life throughout illustrative of fidel- 
ity to obligation, of unswerving attachment to the principles of 
our order, and of zeal, faith and love in propagating Chris- 
tian Knighthood. Worthy pupil of his honored and beloved 
“Grand Master.” 

On the 6th day of May, 1805, a “Grand Convention of 
Knights Templar” was held in Providence, when it was 
unanimously resolved to proceed to the formation of a “ Grand 
Encampment,” and a committee was appointed to devise and 
report a form of constitution therefor. The convention then 
adjourned to mect on Monday, May 13th. At this adjourned 
meeting a constitution, in which the forming hand of Webb is 
clearly discernible, was adopted, and “ ‘The Grand Encampment 
of Rhode Island and Jurisdiction thereunto belonging,” or, ag 
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it is now called, “ The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island,” was fully organized. Webb was unani- 
mously elected first““Grand Master,” and successively re-elected 
from year to year, until June 25th, 1817, when he was suc- 
ceeded by his intimate friend and associate, Sir William Wil- 
kinson, of Providence. Of the original officers of this Grand 
Encampment, all, it may be observed, were citizens of Provi- 
dence, with the exception of Sir Henry Fowle, of Boston, who 
was elected “ Generalissimo,” and Sir Jonathan Gage, of New- 
buryport, who was elected “Cuptain General.” The idea of its 
formation was conceived in Rhode Island, where its foundations 
were laid broad and deep, through the genius and exertions 
maiuly of Webb. It is now the oldest body of the kind 
in the United States; like St. John’s Encampment, it has had 
an uninterrupted existence from the beginning. Its assemblies 
have been regularly held; its records have been uniformly 
kept; it has numbered among its officers and members some of 
the most distinguished Masons of the present century; and, 
finally, it has been, in the language of Most Eminent Sir 
Knight Gardner, “the germ of Templar Masonry as now organ- 
ized in the United States.” ; 

The great and crowning glory of Webb’s masonic work was 
the formation of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 
The origin of this august and influential body of Knights Tem- 
plar, whose jurisdiction extends from Maine to Georgia, and 
from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific, has heretofore been 
veiled in obscurity. Hence have arisen erroneous and conflict- 
ing views, which have sometimes led to protracted discussions. 
The published record of the early proceedings, states that it was 
formed by a convention of delegates from eight Councils and 
Encampments of New England and New York. From docu- 
ments and papers that have recently come to light, it appears 
that it was in reality formed by a convention of four Sir 
Knights, viz.: Thomas Smith Webb and Henry Fowle, of Bos- 
ton, John Snow, of Providence, and Thomas Lowndes, of New 
York. Other Sir Knights were in attendance, and gave coun- 
tenance to the proceedings, but they were not accredited dele- 
gates from the two Grand Encampments represented by the four 
Sir Knights mentioned. Passing over the details, which belong 
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to amore extended history of Webb’s life and Masonic career, 
we can only state in brief, that the idea of a General Grand 
Encampment originated with him, and was first presented to 
the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
at the annual meeting, held May 15, 1816. The first conven- 
tion on the subject was held in Philadelphia, June 11th—13th, 
1816, at which he presided as chairman. Not being able to 
agree with the delegates from Pennsylvania, who avowed them- 
selves in subordination to and under the Grand Lodge of Mas- 
ter Masons, and who objected to the degrees of Mark Master, 
Most Excellent Master, and the Red Cross, this convention was 
dissolved, and the four Sir Knights returned to the North. 
The second convention, at which he also presided, was held in 
Mason’s Hall, New York, on the 20th and 2Ist of June, fol- 
lowing. At this mecting a constitution was discussed and 
adopted, and officers were clected, and duly installed by. the pre- 
siding chairman. The Hon. De Witt Clinton was elected Gen- 
eral Grand Master, and Webb, Deputy General, which office he 
held upwards of three years, or until his death. The original 
draft of the constitution, we may add, with all the changes, 
additions and interJineations, in Webb’s own handwriting, is 
now on file among the archives of St. John’s Commandery. 
We have already exceeded our limits. We cannot, however, 
bring this imperfect sketch of Webb to a close, without allud- 
ing to his musical gifts, with which the munificent Author of 
"all Good had richly endowed him. From earliest youth his 
whole soul seemed attuned toharmony. His voice had singular 
power and sweetness, and the fife and the flute were among his 
choicest companions. His first guide to the rudiments of 
music was William Billings, of Boston, a celebrated teacher 
and composer. His valuable services are inscribed on the re- 
cords of the Federal Street Choir, where he worshipped, and 
also the choir of the First Congregational Church, of Provi- 
dence, for the use of which he was mainly instrumental in pro- 
curing an organ. He was the first President of the Psallonian 
Society, an organization formed for the improvement of its 
members in sacred melody. Some of the members of this so- 
ciety, especially Amos M. Atwell, the first Master of Mount 
Vernon Lodge, Joseph Tillinghast, David Vinton, Moscs 
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" Noyes, and the late Oliver Shaw, the celebrated blind teacher 
and composer of music, were accustomed to meet weekly for 
practice at Webb’s residence, a three-story brick house, which 
he built, on the corner of Westminster and Eddy streets. 
“ Often,” says a contemporary, Mr. Nehemiah Draper, who has 
recently died, “have I stood for hours, on the sidewalks, listen- 
ing with the crowd to the rich and stirring strains of vocal 
melody that came through the open windows on a summer’s 
evening.” Upon his removal from Providence to Boston, he 
joined a society called the Philharmonic, designed to cultivate 
and improve the style and performance of instrumental music. 
Of this society he was made vice-president. In April, 1815, in 
connection with a number of amateurs and professors of music, 
he instituted and established the celebrated Handel and Hayden 
Society, of which he was the first president. “It was here,” 
says his eulogist, “that he found a theatre suited to the full 
display of his vust fund of science, taste and judgment; and 
here that he shone ina light allied to the splendor of heaven. 
Able in theory, skilled in practice, and favored with the nicest 
discriminating power, his capacions and discerning mind en- 
abled him, even in the most complicated and extensive per- 
formance, to discern the smallest defect, and indicated to him 
the instrument or voice that would best supply its place, and 
perfect the harmony of the whole.” 

Colonel Webb, as he was commonly called during his later 
years, died very suddenly in Cleveland, Ohio, while on his way 
to Worthington, to install and instruct the officers of a Masonic 
body. This sad event occurred on the 6th day of July, 1819, 
he being at the time in the forty-eighth year of his age. 
Agreeably to a particular request, previously made, his remains 
were brought to Providence and placed in his own tomb in the 
west part of the town, beside the remains of his first wife and 
their two children. Public funeral services were held in the 
Firat Congregational Church, under the auspices of the Grand 
Lodge of Rhode Island, Rev. Barnabas Bates, Grand Chaplain 
of the Lodge, delivering a solemn and impressive discourse. A 
crowded and attentive audience gave evidence of the estimation 
in which the deceased was held by the community, among 
whom he had so long resided. William Wilkinson, Henry 
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Fowle, Col. Henry Purkitt, Colonel Ephraim Bowen, Richard 
Anthony and Ebenezer Tyler, all Past Grand Masters, offici- 
ated as pall bearers. : 

Tn 1859, at the suggestion of Bro. Robert Morris, and through 
the indefatigable exertions, largely, of the late Eminent Sir 
Knight Salsbury, a Masonic Association was formed, and funds 
were collected for the purpose of erecting a suitable monument 
to the memory of Webb. The plans were successfully carried 
out, and in 1862, a beautiful and imposing monument of mar- 
ble was erected in the North Burying Ground, beneath which 
his remains now repose. At a meeting of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, held May 5, 1864, 
on motion of Sir George W. Chace, it was ‘Resolved, As a mark 
of knightly respect to the memory of Past Grand Master Sir 
Thomas Smith Webb, one of the founders of this Grand En- 
campment, that the members present will, immediately after 
the close of the afternoon session, make a formal pilgrimage to 
the tomb where rest his mortal remains.” Which resolution 
was adopted unanimously, the Knights rising. 
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CHARLES WHITLOCK MOORE. 


Memoirs of distinguished men, after the full maturity of 
their powers have been developed, their natural gifts exhibited, 
their characteristics noted, the measure of their acquirements 
pronounced, their public services weighed, and they have 
stepped from the grand arena of affairs for awhile, perhaps 
from ever again putting forth that potent influence which it 
was their wont to do,—the careers of most of such men may be 
written with fidelity of appreciation in their life time; but 
when the remarkable fact is presented in venerable age that 
natural powers do not abate; that a series of fine qualities seem 
perennial ; that the intellect yields not its forces ; that the grasp 
of a vigorous manhood is long continued with the keenness of 
its best intuitions, and the benificencies of an active career 
waits upon new opportunities, then there comes a life upun 
which the memorialist must panse in his task, seeking fresh 
inspiration towards a new mode of narrative; and such indeed 
is the contemplation in a memoir of Charles Whitlock Moore.. 
If the imagination suggests length of distinguished service to 
Freemasonry as a starting point, the memories of two genera- 
tions of witnessing brethren arise and their unanimous applaud 
gives no uncertain verdict, for Bro. Moore had scarcely appeared 
upon the stage of action, a half a century ago, when he inang- 
urated, at an appalling crisis, the effort which, lasting beyond 
the first decade of his membership, must be declared the most 
important achievement in the interest of the craft that its 
archives anywhere relate. The success of these years of ablest 
effort in the grand cause for the preservation of the Masonic 
institution itself in thig country—wherein he was the central 
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figure, its unquestioned master-spirit—culminating trium- 
phantly in 1834, won for him that position in the Order which 
his positive capacity has enabled him to hold ever since. 

If the thought of the memorialist prompts to a survey of the 
value of his services to Freemasonry, the universal brotherhood 
will respond with similar acclaim, as their representatives have 
done on memorable occasions, to services in its jurisprudence, 
its work, and its literature. To guard the rights and customs 
of masons, as exemplified in the present state of masonic law, 
has been with him the growth of years of reflection, aided by 
an acute observation. To the work of the degrees, its true 
spirit, with verbal accuracy in all its time-honored, beautiful 
symmetry, amid the changes in language of a critical, exacting 
era, he has brought the results of close study in archeology, 
with an ardent love of the ancient landmarks. In the litera- 
ture of Freemasonry his rank must stand without a peer. The 
precious tenets of the Order, handed down the centuries, 
reposing reservedly in the bosom of masons, at length met an 
advancing, investigating age; it became necessary to meet this 
era with the acknowledged weapon of the age, the press, and 
our venerable brother stood forth singly, in 1825, with the 
earliest masonic publication to meet the need. The venture 
was unique—a dove from the ark. Iu 1841, encouraged by 
the prestige of his conspicuous part towards placing Freema- 
sonry in recognized repute among human benefactions, he 
established the Freemason’s Magazine, as it stands to-day. The . 
only one at the time in existence based exclusively on masonic 
principles. Next, his books and text-books; his frequent pub- 
lic addresses, astute in argument, trenchant in defense, lucid 
in style, replete with varied, interesting topic, instructive and 
illustrative of masonic history. 

Upon the broad basis of so much accomplishment, the fra- 
ternity well may, as it already has so often done, bestow its 
distinguished tributes of merit on a living brother; on one, 
verily, whose devution in usefulness is the same to-day as it has 
been from the beginning; on one who meets the literary de- 
mands of the present with the unabated skill of the best 
requirement in his half century of performance; again, on a 
brother, who, with instant voice and ready pen, still summong 
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the bright record in the past of masonry into glorious harbingers 
of the future, if its lessons are heeded, and, standing a sentinel 
. upon the watch tower, at a proud elevation by common consent 
of the fraternity, he is the able scrutineer of what affects its 
concerns for weal and woe. 

A career like this one, so heroic in sunshine or storm for 
more than fifty years, and still in full tide, with a fame pro- 
nounced by masons everywhere, around which the precious 
souvenirs of the order cluster, offering here and there proud 
chaplets, need not now be sketched in detail. They are all 
official; but let it be said that, while breathing in all his walks 
of life, with full breath, the atmosphere of a broad humanity, 
its details are thoroughly masonic. But to those who have 
never met Bro. Moore face to face, to whom he can be only 
known through his writings and masonic report, it will be of 
interest to add a word of his personality. In presence, then, 
he is striking, moulded in a loftier mould than the average of 
men, he claims a regard which acquaintance strengthens ; 
suggesting, too, that quality of impressiveness which, once 
seen, fades not in the memory. Ever firm in health, his step is 
quick, his motions prompt without haste, his address easy and 
gracious, with no studied polish or artifice of manner. He is 
as he appears to be, a dignified man of affairs, with ample 
knowledge of the world, at home in all society, and thoroughly 
adapted in every circumstance for intercourse with his fellow 
men. Time has dealt lightly with him, prolonging late the 
vigorous air of a prime manhood, while his playful fancies at 
social moments betoken a relish that only a youthfulness of 
feeling could sustain. Bro. Moore’s characteristics are of the 
positive sort, and true to his near English ancestry, with opin- 
ions which are convictions, he can be stern in downright 
decision, and dogmatic as well, with no thought that natural 
directness and earnestness can give offence. His ideas are 
large; there is nothing narrow or savoring of old notions be- 
cause they are merely old, in his composition; he is fully alive 
to the times, often in advance; his taste is cultivated; three 
masonic edifices in Boston have been witnesses to his love of 
grandeur and skill in adornment. A long acquaintance with 

him impresses one in his reliabity, and a belief that he would 
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be a successful leader in whatever he undertook, by superior 
force of will and capacity; he seems to be more indebted, for 
what he is, to a native intellectual strength, with tact, and wide 
experience with men and things, rather than to much advantage 
from learned acquisitions. With no cross in life, save that 
which he willingly took up, he has been more nearly a martyr 
for a cause than any mason in America. His marked indivi- 
duality, and formerly, more than of late years, a certain sharp- 
ness of speech, tingeing, as it was wont to do, an otherwise affa- 
bility of countenance, is pleasantly mitigated by the recollec- 
tion that, notwithstanding the mad, relentless persecution of 
which he has been the subject for the truth’s sake, and his 
severe and uncompromising mode of meeting it, he does melt 
with more than a woman’s sensibility, discovering, too, a touch- 
ing magnanimity at a prostrate foe in distresa. ‘This quality of 
heart is appreciated by friends who know with absolute certain- 
ty his possession of a charming trait that is not so open to 
ordinary observation, or left to be supposed from a manner, 
which is only occasional with him. The following are inter- 
esting dates in this remarkable career : 

Charles Whitlock Moore was born in Boston, March 29, 1801; 
he was proposed for membership in Massachusetts Lodge, Feb- 
Tuary, 1822, but having an offer of some literary work for the 
State of Maine, he went at once thither, and took his degrees 
in April and May, following, in Kennebec Lodge, Hallowell. 
In October of the same year he returned to Boston, and took 
membership in the Lodge of St. Andrew, where he is now the 
senior member and Past Master. In 1825 he was made a 
R. A. Mason in St. Andrew’s Chapter; in 1830, a Knight Tem- 
plar in Boston Encampment; in 1832 he received the Royal 
and Select Master’s degrees, and in 1848, the thirty-third of the 
Scotch Rite. In 1834 he was chosen R. G. Secretary of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Nearly all the more import- 
ant papers that emanated from the Grand Lodge, for the long 
period of his service, were in full or in part the work of his 
pen. He was also Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the 
Grand Charity Fund for sixteen years. The Right Worship- 
ful J. T. Heard, in his admirable history of Columbian Lodge, 
published in 1856, in a biographical notice of Bro. Moore, says 
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“In short, he has filled nearly every office in a lodge, chapter 
and encampment, holding each several years. During the long 
time that has passed since he became a mason, it is doubtful 
whether he has been out of office; but, on the contrary, he has 
rarely failed to occupy less than three or four, and frequently 
five or six official stations at the same time. He is also an 
honorary member of several masonic societiee, grand and subor- 
dinate, at home and abroad. There has been no masonic move- 
ment of importance for thirty years in which he has not taken 
an active part.” 


The following is believed to be a complete list of the impor- 
tant offices held by Brother Moore; they are placed in the 
. order of their conferment. 


Master and Secretary of the lodge of St. Andrew; High 
Priest of St. Andrews R. A. Chapter; Grand Master of the 
Council of Royal and Select Masters; M. W. of the chapter of 
Rose Croix ; Commander of the Boston, and of the De Molay 
Encampments, respectively ; Grand H. P. of the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of Massachusetts; Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. For a 
series of years chairman of, or member of the important com- 
mittees in the United States General Grand Chapter; Grand 
Captain General and Generalissimo of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States; Grand Secretary General of the Supreme 
Council 33° N. J. U. S. Recording Grand Secretary, Deputy, 
Grand Muster, and Corresponding Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, the last of which offices he now holds. 
He was also the representative of the Grand Lodge of this State 
in the national masonic convention at Washington, D. C., and 
at Baltimore. In the latter he was chairman of the committee 
on the work and lectures. Finally at the annual communica- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in December 1873, he 
was by a unanimous vote made an Honorary Past Grand Mas- 
ter of the Grand Lodge of this jurisdiction, a very high honor, 
and one which never before has been conferred in Massachu- 
setts. 


Notwithstanding this unusual length of service, both of trust 
and honor, and the vast amount of literary Jabor for masonry, 
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no statement of it can adequately convey the positive value of 
his services and influence towards placing freemasonry in the 
rank which the honored institution holds at the present day. 
The time has not come, long may it be in_ waiting, before the 
estimate of this unparalleled masonic career shall be finally 
made. 
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Sir Ruel Baker. 


GRAND MASTER tn 1847. 


SIR RUEL BAKER. 


Sir Ruel Baker, of whom no portrait exists, was born in Sud- 
bury, Mass., July 19, 1792, and died in Boston, January 17, 
1848, at the age of 55 years, and was interred at Mt. Auburn. 
He was the youngest son of John Baker, who was a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war, and was at the battie of Bunker Hill. 
The gun used by him ou that celebrated occasion still remains 
in the family. Ruel Baker was made a mason in Columbian 
Lodge, in 1825, and elected its Master, 1837, and the three suc- 
ceeding years, and was its Treasurer from 1841 to the time of 
his death. He served with credit as High Priest of St. An- 
drew’s Chapter and Commander of Boston Encampment, and 
was also a member of the 33° of the A. and A. Rite. In 1847 
he was elected Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and died before the expiration 
of his term, being the only Grand Master who deceased while 
in office. 

During the last war with Great Britain, Bro. Baker served in 
the militia, and was stationed in Boston harbor. He afterwards 
became the Lieut.-Col. of the 3d Massachusetts Regiment, and 
was also a member of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Co., 
having been admitted in 1819. In the same year he married 
Mary Newell, who still survives him. She was a niece of the 
once celebrated missionary, Harriet Newell, whose sad fate in a 
foreign land elicited deep sympathy throughout the religious 
world. She was a young, beautiful and accomplished woman, 
and her deep-seated piety and fervid zeal in the cause of mis- 
sions eles her to leaye home, relatives and friends, and the 
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comforts of life, and offer herself willing sacrifice in the cause 
of the heathen. Soon after her arrival out she sickened and 
died under peculiarly distressing circumstances. She died at 
the Isle of France, in 1812, at the early age of 19 years. 

He served his ward several years in the city government, and 
was also arepresentative from Boston in the State Legislature. 
At the time of his death he was a director of the Boylston ~ 
Bank, of which he was one of the founders. He sustained 
through life the character of an upright and honest man; ever 
frank and manly in his intercourse with his fellow men, he was 
regarded with respect by all who knew him. A funeral sermon 
was preached at his obsequies, in the Hollis street Church; the 
attendance at the funeral was very numerous, embracing the 
members of various masonic societies, of the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanics’ Association, and other bodies of which 
he was a member. 
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WINSLOW LEWIS, M. D. 


Dr. Winslow Lewis was born in Boston, July 8, 1799, in the 
same house in which his mother was born. He was fitted for 
college under the tuition of Mr. Daniel Staniford, who kept a 
private school of high repute in Boston ; graduated at Harvard 
University in 1819, studied medicine under the late eminent 
Dr. John C. Warren, and took his degree of M. D. in 1822. His 
favorite pursuit was anatomy, for which he had a peculiar tact, 
as he had a firm nerve, and quick decisive judgment, qualities 
so essential in delicate and critical operations of surgery. To 
perfect his studies he went immediately to Europe, attended the 
lectures of Dupuytren, in Paris, and Abernethy, in London, 
both surgeons of great celebrity. This was not, however, his 
first visit, for he crossed the Atlantic when only seventeen years 
of age, and has made, in all, fourteen passages. 
~ On his return he commenced practice in Boston. In Febru- 
ary 22, 1828, he was married by the Rev. Bethel Judd, to Miss 
Emeline Richards, daughter of Captain Benjamin Richards, 
New London, Conn. He was two years physician of the Mu- 
nicipal Institutions, three of the House of Correction, and, 
after Dr. Warren’s decease, he was consulting surgeon in the 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 
~ In 1849 he again visited the Continent, leaving his family at 
home, but was gone only seven months. He was in Rome when 
it was attacked by the French, and quitted that city only the 
day before the siege commenced, of which he wrote home a 
glowing description which was published in the Transcript. 
He journeyed on to Geneva, and was admiring the sublime scen- 
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ery which surrounds that city—the overhanging Alps and the 
blue lake beneath them—when, not dreaming of evil, he took 
up a newspaper from Boston and read the death of his only 
surviving son, Winslow ; this young and promising lad of only 
ten years, had followed the fate of his two infant brothers, cut 
off by that ravaging disease, the scarletina. The blow was sudden 
and heavy to the afflicted father, and he hurried home. 

The next year, 1850, he again embarked for Europe, with his 
family, consisting of Mrs. Lewis and his three daughters. The 
doctor is an observing voyageur and took notes of his travels, 
extracts from which would be a rich treat to the reader of dry 
pedigrees, but they are, as yet, a sealed book. 

Dr. Lewis and his family spent six months in Paris, where 
he was introduced to Louis Napoleon, then President of the 
Republic, afterwards Emperor of France. The Duke of Tus- 
cany and his lady became his intimate friends, and their por- 
traits now adorn his library. They also spent some time in 
England and Scotland, visiting all the remarkable spots and 
places sought by strangers, traveling as far north among the 
Highlands and lakes as Inverness. They also set out on a jour- 
ney to Italy, the classic land—the land of beauty and poesy, 
of fallen greatness and august recollections. Rome with its 
ruins of past grandeur, lying, as it were, beneath the magnifi- 
cent dome and structure of St. Peter’s—Milan with its palaces 
and splendid cathedral— Venice with its numerous islands, canals 
and Bridge of Sighs—and Naples with its enchanting bay and 
picturesque scenery, successively became the objects of their ad- 
miration. Three times the Doctor has ascended Mount Vesu- 
vius; more fortunate than the elder Pliny, of whose death from 
a sudden eruption of the volcano, his nephew, the younger 
Pliny, has given in his letters a melancholy, hut graphic de- 
scription; and although written eighteen centuries ago, the 
reader feels as though he was present at. the scene. 

The doctor and his family returned home in 1853. He re- 
sumed his profession as a matter of choice, for his fortune 
placed him above dependence on the severe labors and arduous 
duties of a physician; yet such was his skill and knowledge of 
surgery, that he could not aveid the frequent calls of sufferers 
from disease or injury who came to him far and near; more 
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especially since the death of Dr. John ©. Warren. But he was 
much relieved in practice by the growing and well deserved 
reputation of his son-in-law, Dr. George H. Gay, to whom, 
Nov. 21, 1855, his oldest daughter, Elizabeth Greenough, was 
married. One fact in his practice, so well known to his friends, 
ought not to be suppressed. Often, very often, his charges to 
the poor and unfortunate have been light or none at all. To 
feel for the distressed, to administer to the victims of pain and 
sickness, is the delight of the good physician, and the glory of a 
great one. 

Dr. Lewis’ favorite study has been surgery and anatomy, in 
which he is acknowledged to have few superiors. To these he 
united a love of antiquarian researches, and has retained his 
fondness for the Latin classics, the beauties of which seem to 
cling to his memory, as the perfume lingers in the sandal wood 
in every change of condition. Such are the sweet influences 
of the cultivation of taste and knowledge in early life; they 
give a tone to character and a charm to conversation, which 
neither age nor misfortune can take away. But his great ob- 
ject was his profession, and during the last thirty-five years the 
number of his private pupils have exceeded 400. He translated 
from the French, Gall on the Structure and Functions of the 
Brain, which was publislfed in six volumes, edited Pazton’s 
Anatomy, and also a work on Practical Anatomy. 

He was a representative from Boston to the General Court 
in 1835, 1852, 53; one of the Common Council of the city in 
1839; on the Schoo] Committee, 1839, ’40, ’41, 44, ’45, ’57 and 
’58; visitor of the U. 8S. Marine Hospital, 1856 to 1862; one of 
the Overseers of Harvard University from 1856 to 1862, and 
was re-elected for six years more; Consulting Physician of the 
city, 1861; Counsellor of the Massachusetts Medical Society ; 
a member of the American Medical Society of Paris; for three 
years he was Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts, viz. : 
in 1835, 56 and ’60, and has been at the head of several brdets 
in masonry [a recapitulation of which would sound strange and 
forthputting to the uninitiated, and give no information to 
those who are]. He was for very many yeurs a fervent and ac- 
tive friend to our noble institution. The reason of his becom- 
ing a mason was singular, In the days when the frater- 
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nity were abused without mercy and persecuted to the utmost, 
he saw an advertisement in a paper of one of the furious anti- 
masons, Avery Allyn—a name now almost forgotten—that on 
a certain day, in 1829, he would deliver a lecture, showing up 
the weakness and hypocrisy of freemasonry, and its dangerous 
tendency. The doctor was lead by curiosity to go and hear 
him ; and the very sophisms thie arch-enemy of the brother- 
hood used, and the abuse he heaped upon many of them, who 
were men without fear and without reproach, made him a con- 
vert on the other side, and he became a mason in Columbian 
Lodge, then under the government of Joshua B. Flint, M. D., 
afterwards G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

The last honor he received was an unanimous choice as Pre- 
sident of the New England Historic-Genealogical Society in 
1861, an office he still retains; and long may he he spared to 
preside over us. It would be ungrateful in ourselves and injus- 
tice to him not to mention the liberal and valuable donation he 
has made to the Society—several hundred volumes, and some 
of them very rare and costly. He has also made to the library 
of Harvard University several donations of ancient works, 
many of them the result of his purchase abroad. 

“Bro. Winslow Lewis was initiated in Columbian Lodge, 
Nov. 3, 1830; passed Jan. 6, 1831, and raised Feb. 3, 1831. He 
isa member of St. John’s Lodge, St. Paul's Chapter, Council of 
Royal and Select Masters, Boston Encampment, Grand Chapter, 
Grand Encampment, affiliated member of the ‘ Lodge Clement- 
Amitie,’ at Paris, and honorary member of Pythagoras Lodge, 
No. 86, at New York. He has been Senior Warden of St. John’s 
Lodge, High Priest of St. Paul’s Chapter, Commander of the 
Boston Encampment, Grand King of the Grand Chapter, 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, in 1858-59, and Grand Generalissimo of tlhe Grand 
Encampment of the United States, Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, a Trustee of the Grand Charity Fund 
and a Trustee of the Masonic Temple. He is also an honorary 
member of Columbia and Germania Lodges, and of Winslow 
Lewis Lodge, of Boston, of De Molay and Winslow Lewis Com- 
manderies, under this jurisdiction, and of St. John’s Command- 
ery, of Philadelphia, In the A. and A. Rite he hag been longa 
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conspicuons, trusted and beloved member, being a S. G.I. G. 
33° and Jast degree. This enumeration does not evidence the 
extent of his official services, as he has also held many subordi- 
nate stations. 

“ His unremitting and arduous efforts to advance the welfare 
of the brotherhood, have endeared him to them in bonds which 
cannot be sundered ; and the elevated position which he now 
so ably fills, he justly merits. In speaking recently of his re- 
gard for the masonic institution, he remarked, that “truth and 
my feelings prompt the declaration, that in masonry I have 
found the best friends, the best social ties and comforts; and 
that the ‘ whitest’ hours of my life (apart from my family) have 
been when surrounded by ‘brothers,’ and around that altar, 
where heart beats responsive to heart, and all ‘mingle into 
bliss.’ ” 
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WILLIAM ELLISON. 


The masonic career of the subject of this biography com- 
menced his entered apprenticeship in Columbian Lodge of F. 
and A. Masons, at Boston, in March, 1846. On the 21st of 
May following, he was raised to the degree of a Master Mason. 
The late Simon W. Robinson occupied the chair of Grand Mas- 
ter of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, at the date mentioned 
above, and Columbian Lodge had for its presiding officer Wor- 
shipful Bro. Geo. Thatcher, son of the late Peter O. Thatcher, 
an eminent jurist, and, at the time of his death, occupying the 
position of Judge of the Municipal Court in the city of Bos- 
ton. The administration of Bro. Thatcher added very much 
to the prosperity and renown of Columbian Lodge. 

Bro. Ellison subsequently attached himself to Mt. Lebanon 
Lodge, and continued to be a contributing member thereof for 
more than twenty years. During his connection with the lodge, 
he was elected Senior Warden, to fill an unexpired term, bunt 
declined further proffered promotion on account of an absence 
of two years from the State. At the commencement of the 
late civil war he accepted a civil position in the commissariat 
in the Army of the Potomac, and was employed to make up the 
monthly statements of the 3d Brigade, Ist Division of the 5th 
Army Corps for the government at Washington. The 3d Bri- 
gade included the 83d Pennsylvania, the 16th Michigan, 12th, 
17th and 44th New York, and 20th Maine regiments, and in 
those regiments there were quite a number of masons, who, 
upon ascertaining that Brother E. had been prominently con- 
nected with the institution for fifteen years, suggested the idea 
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of establishing a lodge for working purposes, while the army 
was in winter quarters. To accomplish this object Bro. E. 
viaited Washington, and obtained the kindly assistance of the 
late Hon. Benjamin Brown French, Past Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, and Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


Bro. French presented to Grand Master Page, of the Grand 
Lodge of the District, a legal petition for a dispensation or a 
warrant of constitution, to empower them to assemble as a legal 
lodge, to discharge the duties of masonry in a regular and con- 
stitutional manner, according to the original forms of the 
order. The prayer of the petitioners was granted, and the 
“ Lodge of the Union” was instituted at Rappahannock Sta- 
tion, in Virginia, on the 29th of February, 1864. 


The difficulty of obtaining secure quarters for the sessions of 
the lodge was easily overcome by the erection of a log honse, 
divided into three compartments, consisting of a lodge room, 
preparation and tyler’s rooms. Col. D. C. McCoy, of the 83d 
Pennsylvania, Senior Warden of the ludge, made a detail from 
his regiment of thirty men, who were sent into the woods, 
felled the trees, and built the “ Masonic Hal).” Lumber was 
obtained for flooring, and the roof was of canvas. During the 
meetings of the lodge, the masonic hall, situated on a hill, was 
surrounded by sentinels, out of ear shot, but who were mem- 
bers of the fraternity. Cowans and eaves-droppers would have 
made a short shrift if they had attempted to venture within 
the “charmed circle.” Two expert mechanics were found to 
build an altar and other furnishings of a well regulated lodge. 
The working tools, paraphernalia and regalia were obtained in 
Boston. At the first meeting of the lodge, on February 29th, 
1864, the dispensation was formally accepted, and an election 
of officers made. Bro. Ellison was elected W. Master, and Col. 
McCoy, Senior Warden. During the winter, nineteen- candi- 
dates were raised, and at each mecting masonic brethren from 
miles distant were in attendance at the sessions, and filled the 
hall to overflowing. The utmost decorum prevailed, and the 
social gathering of the craft served to relieve many weary 
hours. 
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In chapter masonry, the subject of this sketch was advanced 


-to the mark degree in St. Paul’s R. A. Chapter, in February, - 


1851, and was admitted a member on the 21st of October fol- 
lowing. Under the administration of Bro. Charles Bates, he was 
appointed principal Sojourner, and, in 1852, was elected Scribe. 
In 1853, Bro. Ellison received a unanimous vote for King. A 
protracted absence from the State caused him to withdraw 
from further official positions at that time. But on his return, 
in 1862, he was again elected King, but resigned in 1863, upon 
accepting an appointment in the commissary-department of the 
Army of the Potomac. Bro. E. is still an active member of St. 
Paul’s R. A. Chapter. 

The Orders of Knighthood were conferred upon him by Bos- 
ton Encampment of Knights Templars, in the spring of 1851, 
and on the 15th of October, following, he was admitted to 
membership, and on the same evening was elected Junior War- 
den, and held the office during six years of Sir Daniel Har- 


_wood’s administration. In 1857, Bro. Ellison was elected Emi- 


nent Commander, and held the office four years, making ten 

consecutive years official service in Bo8ton Commandery. Upon 

his retirement from office, an elegant silver box, lined with gold, 
and filled with gold coin, was presented him, with the follow- 
ing inscription upon itscover: “ This, with its golden contents, 
from the Boston Encampment of Knights Templars to Sir 
William Ellison, for his brilliant services as Commander, 1862.” 
In 1860-61, Bro. E. was Deputy Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and, in 1862, 

was elected Grand Master of that body. The styles and titles 

have since changed. It is now the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and the title of the presiding 
officer is Right Eminent Grand Commander. For the past six 

years Boston Commandery has adopted the plan of presenting 
its Past Commanders with a Past Commander’s Jewel. Among: 
the old Past Commanders, whose continued labors in their 
asylum have been thus recognized, were Sir Abraham A. 
Dame and Sir William Ellison. On the 15th of October last 
(1873) Boston Commandery presented to Past Commander 
Ellison an elegant and costly Past Commander’s Jewel, stud- 
died with diamonds and rubies, and bearing on itg reverse side 
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the following inscription: “ Presented by Boston Commandery 
of Knights Templars to P. E. Commander Sir William Ellison, 
in token of their recognition of his estimable services, and un- 
faltering love of the Orders of Knighthood, Oct. 15, 1873.” 
On the same evening Sir Knight E. was elected Recorder of 
Boston Commandery, and fills that responsible and arduous 
office at the preseut time. 

In the A. and A. Rite, Bro. Ellison was among those who as- 
sisted in establishing La Fayette Grand Lodge of Perfection, 
Giles F. Yates Council of Princes of Jerusalem, Gourgas Chap- 
ter of Rose Croix, and De Witt Clinton Consistory, all under 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Council for the Northern Ma- 
sonic Jurisdiction of the United States. By Letters Patent 
from the Supreme Council, he was appointed on the 21st of 
November, 1862, a Deputy Inspector General of the 33d and 
last degree of the A. and A. Rite and Representative for the 


State of Massachusetts. 
Sach is the masonic record of one who has faithfully endea- 


vored to add his mite to the colossal structure that the world 
gazes at with admiratiomwand pride. 

Bro. E. was born in Philadelphia, on the 22d of September, 
1811, and, in his sixty-third year, is still among the most active 
laborers in the vineyard of Freemasoury. It is to those early, 
constant and faithful workers among the craft, that the Scrip- 
tural benediction may be justly applied, “ Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” 
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SIR WILLIAM W. BAKER. 


By C. W. M. 


The purpose of the present paper is not that of a eulogy. 
The time has not yet arrived, and we hope is far distant, when, 
in the present case, such a paper shall be called for. Our duty 
will have been fully performed when we have laid before the 
reader a brief sketch, however imperfectly drawn, of the per- 
sonal history and masonic service of the estimable brother 
whose name stands at the head of this article. 

Bro. William W. Baker is the eldest son of the late Col. Ruel 
Baker, of Boston, who died 1848, having honorably served the 
masonic institution in all its various departments, from the 
lowest to that of the highest, including the Grand Mastership of 
the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
Springing from such a stock, and influenced by such an 
example, it is not remarkable that the son should have traveled 
with filial fidelity the paths to masonic eminence, so clearly 
marked out by the father. 


Our brother was born in Boston, May 4, 1822, and received 
an academical education at Lexington, Mass., graduating with 
honor. He soon after returned to Boston, and engaged in 
business as a wholesale druggist, under the firm of Baker, 
Barnard & Co., but leaving that after an experience of a few 
years he received an appointment in one of our largest mann- 
facturing companies—a position which he still retains. Though 
not particularly ambitious for political distinction, he has filled 
several minor offices in the city government, including three 
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years services as a member of the School Board. In 1855 our 
brother was united in marriage with Sarah Bryant Dennie, a 
daughter of George Dennie, Esq., and grand-daughter of 
Thomas Dennie, Esq., who was, in 1798, Grand Treasurer of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. He was initiated into freema- 
sonry by Columbian Lodge, Boston, January 6, 1845, and the 
following year was appointed its Senior Deacon. Having served 
in 1848 and ’49 as its Senior Warden, he was, in 1850, elected 
to the responsible place of its Worshipful ved which office 
he held for two years. 


In 1846 he was received into Royal Arch Masonry by St 
Andrew’s Chapter, of this city, and, after filling some of ils 
lower offices, was elected its High Priest in 1850, and served 
two years. 

He received the orders of Knighthood in the Boston En- 
campment, in 1846, and served as its Generalissimo in 1853, 54, 
65. In 1858 he was appointed to a minor office in the Grand 
-Lodge; in 1860 was promoted to that of Grand Marshal, and 
in 1862 he served as District Deputy Grand Master of the 
Twelfth District; and in 1863 was elected Senior Grand War- 
den. In 1856, he united with other brethren in the erection of 
Revere Lodge, of which he was the first Master, and, since 1859, 
has been its Secretary. In the last named year he was elected 
King of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State, and in 1867 
was Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Massachus- 
setts and Rhode Island, which office he held for three years. 
He was one of the founders of St. Bernard Encampment of 
Knights Templars, of this city, and its Commander in the 
years 1859, 60 61. He took his first degree in the Scottish 
Rite, in the Boston Grand Lodge of Perfection, in 1847, and 
served as its Grand Master, in 1851. Having passed through 
the various grades in this Rite, he was elected S. G. I. G. of 
the Supreme Council 33°, in 1865. 


The above is a brief summary of the various responsible po- 
sitions our brother bas filled since his first initiation into ma- 
sonry. That he has been 0 frequently called to fill these posts — 
of honor and labor, is the evidence of his eminent capabilities, 
and of the promptness and fidelity with which he has met and 
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discharged all his masonic engagements and duties. Perhaps 
the position which afforded him the widest scope and the most 
fuvorable opportunities for the exercise of his peculiar qualifi- 
cations and readiness as a presiding officer, was that of Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. His aunnal and other addresses before this body are 
murked, in a high degree, by the good sense and discrimination 
which have distinguished all his labors in other departments of 
the order, in which he has never failed to command the respect 
and confidence. necessary to success. As a working officer in 
the various bodies in which he has been so honored, he has 
been eminently successful in securing and maintaining an en- 
viable rank. 

We are happy to add, in conclusion, that our brother’s zeal 
and activity in the cause to which he has devoted :o many years 
of usefulness, still remain unabated, and ready at all times and 
on all occusions, when necessity shall require, to be called into 
renewed activity. . 


A nqanizations. 


CENA P wen 
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COMMANDERIES UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND 
RHODE ISLAND, 1872-73. 


MAINT sOUUN: «2/085 Se eae wane eas Providence, R. I. 
BOSTON siSepSeiiee ewes rea eee ks Meee eke Boston, Mass. 
NEWBURYPORT.......... cc ceeeceeeeeees Newburyport, Mass. 
WASHINGTON....... 0... e cece cece ee eeees Newport, R. I. 
WORCESTER COUNTY.........0 0c eeceeeee Worcester, Mass. 
SPRINGFIELD.......00 0. cece ccae ee ceeeees Springtield, Mass. 
DE MOLAY 2563 wvadivioivee ee ands Boston, Mass. 

Hony SEPULCHRE..........0eceeeeeeees Pawtucket, R. I. 
PIUGROGecacebekss Vareeercanacenovaents Lowell, Mass. 
PALESTINE 26 Gyicwaevae cde i vae her ie ea8 Chelsea, Mass. 
MILFORD.,..........0.00ee000 eeeeee+s3 Milford, Mass. 
SAINT BERNARD ........-..00eeeeeeeees Boston, Mass 
CALVARY ei. iwc bei ond bas cee ieee Providence, R. I. 
HAVERBIGG 00204 6:30 cassie cd NUNS aes Haverhill, Mass. 
OLD CoLony........ Mikesaes bane eee Abington, Mass. 
SUTTON ip ssehein ho oe wr awh ene wha New Bedford, Mass. 
BETHANY lcdac deli dackew ialesaues ens Lawrence, Mass. 
WINSLOW LEWIS....... 0.00 c cece eee eees Salem, Mass. 
JERUGALEM Sic: 9 vis Saieesiury BORE yoda oes Fitchburg, Mass. 
HUGH DE PAYENS..........000 ee eee eens Melrose, Mass. 
SAINT OMER....... 0. cc cece eee eee cece South Boston, Mass. 
BERKSHIRE........0.20 0 cee eee ec ee ences Pittsfield, Mass. 
WOONKOCKET. c.cc6i a csaes cat eeaiaeales Woonsocket, R. I. 
CONNECTICUT VALLEY.......-..-0006 « Greenfield, Mass. 
GODFREY DE BovrmLuLOn..............-4: Fall River, Mass. 
JOSEPH WARREN........0.. eee eee ee eee Boston Highlands, Mass. 
NARRAGANSETT... 0.2.0.0 ce cece ee eee eens Westerly, R. I. 
WILLIAM PARKMAN........-.e eee eeeees East Boston, Mass. 
NORTHAMPTON... .....0 00 cee e cece eee Northampton, Mass, 
SouTH SHORE...........ccee cree ee eeees Weymouth, Mass. 
BRISTOL. (300s: Shae Pie es Sea aw tee ose wees Mansfield, Mass. 
TRINITY...... Si gata harsaacticm a halen eae ee ales Hudson, Mass. 
NATICK 320) catincbetta ee ele baad ede Natick, Mass. 
COEUR DE LION... 2... cece eee e eens Charlestown, Mass. 
GETHSEMANE... 0... ccc cece ee ee eee ees Newtonville, Mass. 
QUIVET 66 oc head thantnteenees bya cee Lynn, Mass. 
ATHOL, (UD) iss tivew eres eee e eee Athol, Mass. 

BAY BTATE, (U. D.). 0... ec cere teens North Bridgewater, Mass. 


CYPRUS, (U. D)... .. itietawiee pore ts -Hyde Park, Mags, 
25 
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ORGANIZATION 


OF THE 


frond fommmandery of Hssachugetts and fod Jaton. 


OctoBER 81, 1873. 


Sm CHARLES A. STOTT, Lowe tt, Mass. 
R. #. Grand Commander. 


Sin HENRY W. RUGG, Provivence, R. I. 
V. EB. Deputy Grand Commander. 


Sir WYZEMAN MARSHALL, Boston, Mass. 
E. Grand Generaliasimno. 


Sin JOHN DEAN, Worcester, Mass. 
E. Grand Captain General. 


Sir Rev. GEORGE 8S. NOYES, Boston, Mass. 
E. Grand Prelate. 


Sm NELSON W. ALDRICH, Provipencr, R. I. 
E. Grand Sentor Warden. 


Sm GEORGE E. STACY, Mri.rorp, Mauss. 
#. Grand Junior Warden, 
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Sm WILLIAM PARKMAN, Boston, Mass. 
E. Grand Treasurer. 


Sm ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Boston, Mass. 
#. Grand Recorder. 


Srr HOCUM HOSFORD, Lowe.1, Mass. 
£. Grand Sword Bearer. 


Str DANIEL E. CHASE, SomMeRrvILLe, Mass. 
£. Grand Standard Bearer. 


Sm WILLIAM H. KENT, Crar.Estown, Mass. 
EZ. Grand Warder. 
Srr GEORGE H. BURNHAM, Provipence, R. I. 
EZ. Grand Captain of Guards. 


Sm EDWARD L. FREEMAN, Pawtocket, R. I. 
Sr E. DANA BANCROFT, Ayer, Mass. 
Sim CHARLES M. AVERY, Cnevsza, Mass. 


Grand Lecturers. 


Str EBEN F. GAY, Boston, Mass. 
Grand Sentinel. 
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PAST GRAND MASTERS AND COMMANDERS 


OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


MEMBER OF 
NAMES. RESIDENCE. WHEN YEARS. 
IN OFFICE. 
* Sir Toomas Smita Wess, Providence, R. I........St. John’s, 1805-17 
* Sir WiLL1aAM WILkKrInson, Providence, R.I........ St. John’s, 1818-19 
* Siw Henry Fowte, Boston, Mass.................06- Boston, 1820-25 
* Sir Joun Carine, Providence, R. L............... St. John’s, 1826-28 
* Sir Joun JAMES Lorine, Boston, Muss............5. Boston, 1829-31 
* Sir Ropert Lasu, Boston, Mass...............00008: Boston, 1832 
* Sir Epwarp Asa Raymonp, Boston, Mass........... Boston, 1833-34 
Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS Dame, Boston, Mass............ Boston, 1835-36 
* Sir Joun Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass............... Boston, 1827-38 
Sir CHARLES WurItLock Moore, Boston, Mass....... Boston, 1839-41 
Sir Jonn Fuiint, M. D., Boston, Mass................ Boston, 1842-44 
°* Sir Jonn Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass......... Boston, 1845-46 
* + Sir Rue. Baker, Boston, Mass................205- Boston, 1847 
* Sir Jonn Rurvus Braprorp, Boston, Mass........... Boston, 1848-50 
Sir James Hetcuison, Providence, R. I.......... St. John’s, 1851-53 
* Sir Simon Wiaein Roptnson, Lexington, Mass....De Molay, 1854-55 
Sir DanreL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass.......... Boston, 1856-57 
Sir WinsLtow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass............Boston, 1858-59 
* Sir WiLi1aM Fie.p, Providence, R.I....... Holy Sepulchre, 1860-61 
Sir WiLu1aM EL.ison, Boston, Mass................. Boston, 1862 


Sir Witu1am SEwALuL GARDNER, Newton, Mass.....Pilgrim, 1863-64 
Sir Rev. CaaRLes Henry Tirus, Boston, Mass..... St. John, 1865-66 


* §ir WitLiam WItson Baker, Boston, Mass..... St. Bernard, 1867-68 
Sir BENJAMIN DEAN, Boston, Mass..............005 St. Omer, 1869-70 
Sir NicHo.as Van Styck, Providence, R. I......... Calvary, 1871-73 


Deceased, 13 ; living, 12. 


* Deceased. t Died while in office as Grand Master. 


Note.—Until and including 1868, the nomenclature was M. E. GRAND 
MASTER and GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 
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PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS 
OF THE 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir Henry Fow.e, Boston, Mass............0.0c cee eseuw eee 1818-19 
* Sir JoHN CARLILE, Providence, R.1...........00.-e sees ceees 1820-24 
* Sir PETER GRINNELL, Providence, R.1.............000- eevee 1825-28 
* Sir Josram WHItTakKer, Providence, R. I] ..............00000: 1829-380 
* Sir Ropert LasH, Boston, Mags...............-ee eee ee ree 1881. 
- * Sir THomas Power, Framingham, Mass..................-6: 1832 
Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS Dame, Boston, Mass.............00005- 1833-34 
* Sir Joun Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass................0eee0e. 1835-36 
Sir CHARLES WHITLOCK Moore, Boston, Mass............... 1837-88 
Sir JoHn Fiint, M.D. Boston, Mass............--. cee cece 1839-41 
* Sir Jonn BaRRETT HAMMATT, Boston, Mass...........00000- 1842-44 
* Sir Rue, Baker, Boston, Mass............ cee cceeeecccerecs 1845-46 
* Sir Joun Rurcs BrapForp, Boston, Mass..............2005. 1847 
Sir James Hutcuison, Providence, R.I................00 00: 1848-50 
* Sir Simon Wicern Rosinson, Lexington, Mass.............. 1851-58 
Sir DanrEL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass................. 1854-55 
Sir Joun McCue ian, Boston, Mass..................eeceee 1856-57 
* Sir Wiituram Fievp, Providence, R. L........ 2. ee eee eee ee ees 1858-59 
Sir WiiuiaM Ex ison, Boston, Mass,........... 0.0 cece eee es 1860-61 
~ Sir Epwix~ Curtis Baruey, Boston, Mass...............0000: 1862 
Sir Rev. CHARLES HENRY Titus, Boston, Mass.............. 1863-64 
Sir WiLL1AM WILson Baker, Boston Mass................. 1865-66 


PAST DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDERS. 


Sir BENJAMIN DEAN, Boston, Mass., 1867-68. 
Sir WILLIAM STEELE SHurrierr, Springfield, Mass.. 1869-70. 
Sir CnHarues A. Stort, Lowell, Mass., 1871-73. 


* Deceased, 12 ; living, 12. z 


‘t Expelled. 
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PAST GRAND GENERALISSIMOS 
OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RIIODE ISLAND. 


* Sir HENRY Fow Le, Boston, Mass.................-0.. ee eee 1805-17 

* Bir Jonn CaRLILE, Providence, R.T.... 2.0... cece eee eee 1818-19 

* Sir PererR GRINNELL, Providence, R.I.................0206: 1820-24 

* Sir Joon James Lorrna, Boston, Mass..................008- 1825-28 

* Sir Ropert Lasa, Boston, Mass................0.ceeec cc eenee 1829-30 

* Sir Jacop AMEE, Buston, Mass...............000 ce ceceensee 1831 

* Sir Epwarp Asa RayMOND, Boston, Mass............. ...-- 1832 

* Sir Jonn Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass...............-0.0 eee ee 1883-34 
Sir GirBert Nurse, Boston, Mass..............0.0. 0.00 e eee 1835 
Sir CHARLES WHrItTLock Moore, Boston, Mass............... 1836 
Sir Jonn Firnt, M. D., Boston, Mass............cce cece eeees 1837-38 

* Sir JonN BARRETT HammMatt, Boston, Mass...............65 1839-41 

* Sir Rue. Baker, Boston, Mass..................ccceeeseeess 1942-44 

* Sir James Satspury, Providence, R. I..................008- 1845 

* Sir James Rorvus BRADFORD, Boston, Mass................55 1846 
Sir James Elutcnison, Providence, R.I...............000005 1847 

* Sir Srwon Wicetn Rosrnson, Lexington, Mass.............. 1848-50 
Sir DanteEL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass........ ......... 1851-53 
Sir Joun McC.Leuuan, Boston, Mnss............-..00208 eee 1854-55 

* Sir Cyrus Fiswer, Providence, R. 1............. 2 cece eee eens 1856 

* Sir Samug. Lewis, Providence, R.I............--.020ee eee 1867 
Sir CuHarLes Rossrns, Boston, Mass..............000cee cee 1858-59 

¢ Sir Epwin Curtis Battery, Boston, Mass......... Madcon tae ois 1860-61 
Sir WittiaM SEwALiL Garpner, Lowell, Mass....... eee 1862 
Sir Wittram WILson Baker, Boston, Mass...........-...0. 1863-64 
Sir THomas ARTHUR Doy.e, Providence, R.I............... 1865 

* +Sir Henry Botwer, Providence, R. I.............. 000 c eee 1866 
Sir WiutiAmM Buttock Biannina, Providence, R.I.......... 1867-68 
Sir Nicnotas VAN Suycx, Providence, R. I............0..65 1869-70 
Sir Horace Danigexs, Pawtucket, R. I...........0-.eeeeeeee 1871-73 


Deceased, 16 ;_ living, 13. 


+ Expelled. 
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PAST GRAND CAPTAINS-GENERAL 
OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir JoNATHAN Gace, Newburyport, Mass...............0.00- 1805-14 

* Sir Jonn CARLILE, Providence, R. 1............. 0. cece ee eeee 1815-17 

* Sir Peter GRINNELL, Providerce, R. I ..............0.c eee 1818-19 

* Sir Henry Porkitt, Boston, Mass......... ocavetate wNetetebae eval 1820-22 

* Sir Jonn James Lorine, Boston, Mass ..............000008 1823-24 

* Sir Josran WHITAKER, Providence, R.I...... eneacucd anata ea retaeters 1825-28 

* Sir Jacop AMEE, Boston, Mns8............ccce cece cece ences 1829-30 

* Sir Toomas Power, Framingham, Mass..................... 1831 
Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS DAME, Boston, Mass................06. 1832 

* Sir JoserH Youna, Jr., Newburyport, Mass................. 1838 
Sir GrLBERT Nurse, Boston, Mass............... ccc eeeees 1824 
Sir CHARLES WHITLOCK Moore, Boston, Manss............... 1835 
Sir Jonn Furnt, M. D., Boston, Mass...............0: ee eeees 1836 

* Sir Joon BARRETT HamMArTt, Boston, Mass................. 1837-38 

* Sir WiiLiaM FIevp, Providence, R. L..............000 eee eee 1839-41 

* Sir Barney Merry, Pawtucket, R.I..........,..0ce eee eee 1842-48 

* Sic James Sauspury, Providence, R. I..............0ceeeees 1844 

* Sir SamugeL Fessenpen, Portland, Me................000000: 1845 
Sir James Hutcutson, Providence, R.I...............22 eee 1846 

* Sir Srwon Wiaain Rosinson, Lexington, Muss.............. 1847 
Sir Winstow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass..................- 1848-49 

* Sir Moses RicHarpson, Providence, R.I..... ..........000- 1850 

* Sir Asa Woopsury, Wilkinsonville, Mass..................4: 1851-53 

* Sir Cyrus Franer, Providence, R. I............ ccc een e ec eeee 1854-55 

* Sir JAMES WARHAM Crooks, Springfield, Mass.............. 1856 

* Sir Joan Buake ReeEp, Pawtucket, R.1.......... 2. eee 1857 
Sir Gtorae Francis WIson, Providence, R. I.............. 1858-59 
Sir WitttaM SRwWALL GarpDner, Lowell, Mass....... err 1860-61 
Rev. Sir CoarLes Henry Trrus, Taunton, Mss............ 1862 
Sir Taomas ARTHUR Doytr, Providence, R.I.............. 1863-64 
Sir BENJAMIN Dean, Boston, Mass... «0... ee eee eee eens 1865-66 
Sir WILLIAM STEELE SHURTLEFF, Springfield, Mass......... 1867-68 
Sir Cuartes Apams Srort, Lowell, Mass..................5 1869-70 
Sir HENRY CHICKERING, Pittsfield, Mass..................6. 1871-73 


Deceased, 20; living, 14. 
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SAINT JOHN’S COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
CHARTER, OCTOBER 7, 1805. 


Annual Meeting, Firat Monday in December. 


OFFICERS. 


E. Sir ALBERT H. CUSHMAN.............-.0006: Commander. 

Sir Ropert E. DWELLY............0.00ccceeeees Generalissimo. 
Sir WILLIAM JACKSON..,.......ccccseeccceneeees Captain General. 
E.-Sir TT; Ae Dove eis c cis oie Poe eae Prelate. 

Sir Joan G. TULLINGHAST............ 0c cece eee es Senior Warden 
Sir Georae H. BuURNHAM............00cceseeees Junior Warden. 
Sir A. W. Fisk.............005: Suave Wa oe ornee Treasurer. 

Sir WALTER BLODGETT............00ccceeccccees Recorder. 

Sir WILLIAM E. HusSBAND..........00000cceeeeee Sword Bearer. 
Sir J. W. Gross (deceased). .......... 00. e eee eee Standard Beurer. 
Sir EDWIN A. SMITH...... 0c... cece cece eee eee Warder. 

Sir ANDREW H. CoviLu........-.seeeeceeeeees 

Sir ALFRED G. PIERCE......... ccc cece eee ees {cap of the Guard. 
Sir JOHN W. PETTIB..........0. cece ee ee ences 

Sir RICHARD CHADWICK........0cccseccsceececes Armorer. 

Sir WM. R. GREENE........ cc. ccc cece cece eens Musical Director. 
Sir RicHARD CHADWICK..........00000ccceeenees Sentinel. 


Present number of members, 348. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Tuomas Smita Wess, Providence, 1802-13. 
* Sir Jon CARLILE, Providence, 1814-16, 1820-21. 
* Sir SAMUEL JACKSON, Providence, 1817-19, 1822-24, 1839-41, 1847-49. 
* Sir Asa Boswortu, Providence, 1825-27, 1844. 
* Sir Jesse CLARK, Providence, 1828-29. 
* Sir JosiaH WHITAKER, Providence, 1830. 
* Sir WILLIAM C. BARKER, Providence, 1831, 1850, 1857-58. 
* Sir Moses RICHARDSON, Providence, 1832. 
* Sir JaMES SALssury, Providence, 1833-87, 1854-56. 
* Sir Panpon CLARKE, Providence, 1838. 
* Sir BARNEY MERRy, Providence, 1842-43. 
fhe Sir WILLIAM FIELp, Providence, 1845-46. 
* Sir Cyrus FisveEr, Providence, 1851-53. 
Sir OLIVER JOHNSON, Providence, 1859. 
Rev. Sir Cuantes H. Trrvs, Boston, Mass. , 1860-62. 
Sir Joun SHEPLEY, Providence, 1863. 
Rev. Sir DanieL Rounps, Jr., Norfolk, Mass., 1864. 
Sir STitLMAN Wuirte, Providence, 1865. 
+ Sir Samuec 8. Ginnovo, North Attleboro, Mass. , 1866. 
Sir A. CRAWFORD GREENE, Providence, 1867-69. 
Sir Spencer P. Reap, Providence, 1870. 
Sir JaMEs H. ALLEN Providence, 1871. 
Sir Rev. HENry W. Rue, 1872. 


Deceased, 13; living, 10. 


* Deceased. 
+t Not Members of the Encampment. 
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BOSTON COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, March 8, 1806. 


Annual Election, Third Wednesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir HENRY ENDICOTT..........0-cccccccccccccess Commander. 

Sir SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE.........-0-.-ceeeeeee Generalissimo. 
Sir SaMceEL MASON, Jr... cee eee eee ce eens Captain General. 
Sir ABRAHAM A. DAME.........cc ccc cecenceeces Prelate. 

Sir Zepuanian H. THomage, Jr.............0000. Senior Warden. 
Sir James H. UPHAM......... cece cece cece nvens Junior Warden. 
Sir EpwArp A. WHITE...........ccscecececsess Treasurer. 

Sir GeorGE 8S. EASTMAN.......c.cc cece cnceaeces Recorder. 

Sir J. FRANcI8 LOTTS......... 00.0 cece cece ences Sword Bearer. 
Sir JoHN L. STEPHENSON...........cccceeceeces Standard Bearer. 
Sir JosepH N. PEIRCE, JP.... 2... eee ee ee eee Warder. 

Sir EDWARD J. LONG. ......... ccc ce cece ee een ) 

Sir WiuLIAM F. PEIRce.............cc ee eeees Capt’s of the Guard. 
Sir Epwarp T. NICHOLS.... .......0ccee cece’ 

Sir ALEX. K. BRYER.......... 0 cc ce cece cee eee ces Armorer. 

Sir JOHN B. RHODES. ....... 0.000 cece cece en ceces Musical Director. 
Sir JOHN B. RHODES............ 66 cece eee eee Organist. 

Sir FREDERICK A. PIERCE..........00.0 eee eeeee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 558. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Henry Fow1e, Boston, 1805-23. 
* Sir Ropert Lasu, Chelsen, 1824. 
* Sir Jonn J. Lorina, Boston, 1825-26. 
Sir ABRAHAM A, DAME, Boston, 1827-29. « 
* Sir Epwarp A. RayMmonp, Brookline, 1830-31. 
* Sir Toomas Power, Framingham, 1882 
* Sir Joun Hews, Cambridgeport, 1833-34. 
Sir GILBERT Nurse, Boston, 1835. 
Sir Jonn Futnt, M. D., Boston, 1836-37. 
+ Sir CoarLes W. Moore, Boston, 1838. 
Sir DANIEL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, 1839-49, 1850-57. 
* Sir Rue. Baker, Boston, 1841. 
* Sir Jonn B. HamMartt, Boston, 1842-48. 
Sir WinsLow Lewis, M. D., Boston, 184445. 
* Sir Jonn R. Braprorp, Boston, 1846-47. 
* Sir SamuEL PEaRcE, Boston, 1848-49. 
Sir Witt1AmM Ex.ison, 1858-60. 
Sir Jonn K. HA , Somerville, 1861-63. 
Sir WyzZEMAN MARSHALL, Boston, 1864-65. 
Sir CHar.es C. Dame, Newburyport, 1866. 
Sir CHaRLEs Epwarp PoweEnrs, Boston, 1867-69, 
Sir Witutiam Saywarp, Boston, 1870-71. 
Sir Henry Enpicort, Cambridgeport, 1872-73. 


Deceased, 10 ; living, 13. 


: +t Not a member. 


26 
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NEWBURYPORT COMMANDERY, NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 12, 1806. 


Annual Election, Friday succeeding full moon in September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir Jonn N. PIKE... 20.0... cece cece eee ees Commander. 
Sir Moses H. Fow.er........ Wrateidet cian wees Generalissimo. 
Sir WARREN CURRIER........... 0. e cece ee eens Captain-General. 
Sir JamMES W. CHENEY............ ccc ceca cecees Prelate. 
Sir WILLIAM P. SANDERS...............-0c00ees Senior Wardea. 
Sir CHaRLES N. BALLOU.........-ccc cece eeuncee Junior Warden. 
Sir Gytes P. STONE........... 0. cc cece cece cence Treasurer. 
Sir GEORGE H. STEVENSs......... 0c cece eee Recorder. 
Sir EDWARD F. TIBBETTS............0000c ee eeee Sword Bearer. 
Sir GrorGe H. MERRILU..............c0cceeeeees Standard Bearer. 
Sir JoHn C. KIMBALH......... cece cece eee eee Warder. 
Sir WILLIAM H. BAYLEY...........0 ccc cece eee 
Sir James M. Woops................ 0c eee eee {capes of the Guard. 
Sir R. M. Boopy......... cc cece eee ee eee 
Sir SAMUEL M. NOYER.......... 0. ccc cee ce eee eee Armorer. 
Sir James W. CHENEY............00..cccceeeeee Musical Director, 
Sir James W. CHENEY.............--. 20. cece eee Orgnist. 
Sir SAMUEL M. NOYES... ......... ccc ccs e eee eee Sentinel. 


‘ HERA Assemblies, Friday succeeding full moon; number of mem- 
ers, 59. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 
* Sir NATHANIEL Knapp, Newburyport, Mass., 1795-1823. 
*+Sir R1IcHARD 8. Svorrorp, M. D., Newburyport, Mass., 1824—40, 1855-62. 
Sir Jonn N. Pike, Newburyport, Mass., 1866, 
Deceased, 2; living, 1. 


This Encampment was inslituted ic 1795 ; and in May, 1808, it received 
a ‘‘Charter of Recognition.’’ The Charter was surrendered tothe Grand 
Encampment, October, 12, 1840, restored October 10, 1855, and again 
surrendered in October, 1862, and again restored May, 1866. 
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WASHINGTON COMMANDERY, NEWPORT, R. I. 
CHARTER, June 7, 1814. 


Annual Election, Third Wednesday of “September. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir H.. J. HUDGON bse eisai ce awidae'e tesa eeees Commander. 

Sir DAVID STEVENS. ......... 00 cc cece eee etccees Generalissimo. 
Sir HENRY BOLL, Jr... .. ccc eee eee eee eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir WILLIAM GILPIN. .... 0c cece ee cere cece nee Prelate 

Sir W. G. STEVENS. ......... cece cece cee ee cece Senior Warden. 
Sir R. S. FRANKLIN......... 0c cece cree teen cece Junior Warden. 
Sir JoHN D RICHARDSON..........c0c ce eceeees Treasurer. 

Sir STEPHEN GOULD.......... 0c cece eee eeteene Recorder. 

Sir WILLIAM CARRY....... 000. e ec ee ee eeee +,...Sword Benrer. 
Bir TRAAC QUiliviccces etek Siee 6 See de Shear ee awl ees Standard Bearer. 
Sir J. S. COGGESHALL. .......c00. 2 ccc secre eeees Warder. 

Sir D. M. CoGGEsHALL, JT... 2.0.2... eee eee ) 

Sir WILLIAM W. MARUEL.......... 0. cece eevee Capt’s of the Guard. 
Sir J. H. HARRIBON.......... 0002. ee ee cee eee ) 

Sir GEORGE W. TEW...........0 ce cee ce ceeeees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesday of every month; number of 
members, —. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Jonn A. SHAw, Newport, 1812-25. 

* Sir Isaac StaL., Newport, 1826-28. 

+ Sir Kensey J. Stewart, Newport, 1853. 
Sir Natsan H. Gou.p, Newport, 1854-58. 
Sir Joun ELDRED, Newport. 1859-71. 


Deceased, 2; living, 3. 


This Encampment was first chartered by the Grand Consistory of New 
York, in December, 1812. On the 7th of June, 1814, it received a Char- 
ter from Thomas Smith Webb, G. G. Master of the Grand Encampment 
of Knights Templars of the United States, under which it continued to 
work until June, 1828, when it ceased to exist. On the 12th of October, 
1853, it was re-chartered by the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, which Charter it now holds. 
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WORCESTER COUNTY COMMANDERY, WORCESTER, MASS. 
. CHARTER, June 16, 1825. 


Annual £lection, First Thursday of October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Rev. THos. E. St. JoHN....... Ste eee ar eee Commander. 

Sir HENRY CLARK WILLSON.............000e000: Generalissimo. 
Sir GeorGE F. WooD..........-.... ccc e seen eens Captain-General. 
Sir ALEx. Y. THOMPSON.......... 0 ..-.ee cece eee Prelate. 

Sir RoBERT H. CHAMBERLIN...........0.0000005 Senior Warden. 
Sir Henry ©. WARDSBWORTH..........02.0 0000 ee Junior Warden. 
Sir WM; Tas CEARK ices doen Siete itis dis aes gales Treasurer. 

Sir R. JAMES TATMAN .......... 0... cence eeees Recorder. 

Sir James J. RUSS......... 0... ccc eee eee eens Sword Bearer. 
Sir GrorRGE W. REEVES....... ......cccceeeeees Standard Bearer. 
Sir Justin E. Woon...........0..c cence eceeens Warder. 

Sir HENRY C. PYNE......... 00 ccc ccc eee eee l 

Sir THoMas TALBOT... 2.0.0.2... 0.00 cee ce ewes Capt’s of the Guard. 
Sir Geo. B. BUCKINGHAM.......... ..0eeeeeee j 

Sir Lewis 8. CARPENTER............00.ccceeees Armorer. 

Sir Henry B. Kerru............. pitied Mew dome uct Musical Director. 
Sir Lewis 8. CARPENTER........... 00 0ceeeceee: Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Thursday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 184. 


PAST COMMANDERE. 


+ Sir James Eastasroox, Worcester, 1825-27, 1831-38, 1842-44, 1849-54. 
+ Sir Grorce EasTaBrook, 1828-30. 
{ Sir ALBERT Case, Boston, 1845-48. 
Sir Levr Rawson, Farnumsville, Mass., 1850-53. 
* Sir Asa Woopgury, Wilkinsonville, Mass., 1855. 
* Sir HENRY Ear, Worcester, 1856-57. 
* Sir Sera P. Mu..Ler, Worcester, 1858-63, 1866. 
+ Sir GEorcz W. Brentiy, New London, Conn., 1864-65. 
Sir HENry Gopparp, Worcester, 1866-67. 
Sir Joon Dean, Worcester, Mass. 


Deceased, 3; living, 7. 


This Encampment was originally established at Holden, Mass., removed 
to Worcester, June 17, 1829; re-established at Sutton, Mass., October 20, 
1842 ; again removed to Worcester, December 12, 1845, where it has since 
remained, 
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SPRINGFIELD COMMANDERY, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 19, 1830. 


Annual Election, First Monday of November. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir GEORGE W. RAY...........002c cece eens ceee Commander. 

Sir PETER S. BAILEY........... ccc cece cence eee Generalissimo. 

Sir HENRY: 8... LEB): oie cere eevee eet dees Captain-General. 
Sir DANIEL REYNOLDS..........--.. 000s sere eens Prelate. 

Sir ALBERT M. Day............. cece eeeeeeenes Senior Warden. 
Sir JaMES M. PORTER............ 0000 ccseeeeree Junior Warden. 
Sir EDWARD P. CHAPIN.......0.ccc cee ccececnecs Treasurer. 

Sir SmirH R. PHILLIPS........ 0.0.00. eee cee Recorder. 

Sir GEORGE M. SMITH.......... cece eee ceceeees Sword-Bearer. 

Sir Joer, E. CooLnmpGk...... 0... cece ec ees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir JosepH S. NOBLE. ........... cece cece ee ees Warder. 

Sir JOHN R. SEALY. ......... cece cece eee ee ae : 
Sir AARON FLAGG........... 20sec cece neces | cape of the Guard. 
Sir OTHELLO K. MERRILL.............e00eeees 

Sir CHARLES TAYLOR. ..........c0cec cee ceeeenes Armorer. 

Sir JOHN G. WILSON........ 0000 ccc cece eee eee ees Musical Director. 
Sir GeorGk D. ROLumss.............0 cee eee ees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month ; number of Mem- 
bers, 259, 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Henry Dwient, Springfield, Mass., 1826 to April 4, 1828, and 
Noveinber 7, 1828, to January 6, (831, 
* Sir Jonn Newsury, Springfield, April 4, 1828, to November 7, 1828. 
* Sir James W. Crooks, Springfield, 1851-52, 1854-55, 1857-59. 
* Sir Jonn B. Kreeiam, Springfield, 1253, 
Sir Ocran DickKENSON, Springfield, 1856, 
Sir Winttam 8. Sircrrierr, Springfield, 1860-61. 
Sir ALBERT H. Kinknam, Springfield, 1862. 
* Sir Isaac D. Grepons, Springfield, 1863-64, 
Sir DANIEL REYNOLDs, Springfield, 1865, 
Sir ALBERT FE. For, Springfield, 1866. 
Sir SamMvEL B. Spooner, Springfield, 1867-70. 


Deceased, 5; living, 6. 
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DE MOLAY COMMANDERY., BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 10, 1848. 


Annual Election, Fourth Wednesday of September. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir JoHn M. CLARK,...........cc cece ee ecenerecs Commander. 

Sir Wruitam S. ANDERSON............00.. cee eee Generalissimo. 
Sir CHarues B. LANCASTER...........-.2.e0000- Captain-General 
Sir Rev. ALONZO H. QUINT...............00000- Prelate. 

Sir Jonn Mack... Go Cette eee tence ene eee eenees Senior Warden. 
Sir JoHn H. CHESTER.............0 00. ecceeees Junior Warden. 
Sir JosepH M. Russexe............ 0. cc ec eee ees Treasurer. 

Sir FREDERICK A. PIERCE...............00c0006 Recorder 

Sir Wr.LiaM Henry NICHOLS..................- Sword-Bearer. 
Sir JosepH B. MASON........-...c.cccseccceeee: Standard-Bearer 
Sir JOHN P. SOULB........ ccc cc eee eee ences Warder. 

Sir WILLIAM R. COOKE........... 000. cceeeees 

Sir CHARLES A. COX.......... cece cceeees eens {capo of the Guard. 
Sir GworcE F. WRIGHT..............0c20000 

Sir EBEN F. GAY... . 2... cece cc een cee eeees Armorer. 

Sir EDWARD PRESCOTT...............06 ceaceene Musical Director. 
Sir Howarp M. Dow............ 0... ee eeeeceeee Organist. 

Sir EBEN °F GAviso iid ian iiieasee Sot ietes Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Fourth Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 308. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Epwarp A. Raymonn, Brookline, Mass., 1850-51. 
Sir CoarLes W. Moors, Boston, Mass., 1852. 
Sir THomas R. Lampert, D. D., Charlestown, Mass., 1853-55. 
Sir CLement A. Waker, M. D., Boston, 1856-58. 
Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN, Boston, 1859-60. 
¢t Sir Epwin C. BatLey, Boston, 1861-63. 
Sir WILLIAM F. Davis, Boston, 1864-65. 
Sir Joun W. Dapmoun, 1866-67. 
* Sir S. J. M. Homer, 1868-69. 
Sir MarLBoroucH WILLIAMS. 


Deceased, 2; living, 7. 


t Expelled. 
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HOLY SEPULCHRE COMMANDERY, PAWTUCKET, R. I. 
CHARTER, September 25, 1849. 


Annual Election, First Tuesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir J. SEWELL READ.......... 00. ccc ee cree eecee Commander. 

Sir CHan.es A. FALES............0 6.0 e cee eee ees Generalissimo. 
Sir EDWIN CLAPP.........002 2c cee cence nee ences Captain-General. 
Sir Henry A. PIERCB...........00 ccc cece eeeee Prelate. 

Sir Josern C. FIsk........ 00. cece cece cece eeeee Senior Warden. 
Sir GEoRGE A. SWEET... 0... cece eee eee ee Junior Warden. 
Sir Isaac T. JENKS........... 0.0. e cece cece neeee Treasurer. 

Sir CHARLES R. BUCKUIN.............0 20 ce eenee Recorder. 

Sir JAMES M. BISHOP..............:0ceeeeeceees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir JaMES B. HORNBY........... ccc ce cee eeeees Standard Bearer. 
Sir Moses D. CHURCH............ 002 e ce eeeee 

Sir Frep. H. WHITE... ..........ececeeeee eee {capes of the Guard. 
Sir BunMaw E. PERKINS...........-..00cee ees 

Sir JOHN F. ADAMS. 2... 0... ccc cee cee e tees Musical Director. 
Sir JEssE G. BARBER........... 0... cece cer eeeee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Friday on or before each full moon; number of 
members, 199. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir WILLIAM FIELD, Providence, 1849-50. 
Sir James Hetcarson, Providence, 1851. 
* Sir ALviIn JENKS, Pawtucket, 1852-53. 
Sir CLauptivs B. Farnswortu, Pawtucket, 1856-59. 
Sir Sytvanus CLapp, Pawtucket, 1860-61. 
Sir Naruan P. Towne, Pawtucket, 1862. 
* Sir Georce A. FRENCH, Pawtucket, 1863-64. 
Sir Horace DaniExs, Pawtucket, 1805-67. 
Sir Beta P. Capp, Pawtucket, 1868-69. 
Sir Epwarp L. FREEMAN, 1870-72. 


Deceased, 3; living, 7. 
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PILGRIM COMMANDERY, LOWELL, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 10, 1855. 


Annual Election, Wednesday after full moon in October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir CHARLES E. A. BARTLETT... .....-.. 002000005 Commander. 

Sir CHARLES C. HUTCHINSON........... 0000 e eee Gencralissimo. 
Sir STEPHEN W. HUSE............ ccc cere eee e ene Captain-General. 
Sir CuHares MORRILL. ......... 00. cee eee eee Prelate. 

Sir JoHN M. PEVEY.......... 00.0 cece cence tenes Senior Warden. 
Sir FREDERICK FRYE...........0..ce cece ee eneee Junior Warden. 
Sir JONATHAN P. FOL80M..............00 eee eees Treasurer. 

Sir ARTHUR G. POLLARD........-.0ccesececevees Recorder. 

Sir JoHN C. BLOOD.......... ccc ce ece reer ec eeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir LORENZO PHELPS...........0 0c ec eure eee cens Standard-Bearer. 
Sir ATWILL F. WRIGHT........... 00.00 cc eee Warder. 

Sir ALpHonso T. DICKERMAN..............00> 1 

Sir Mruo G. HALLETT. ........ 0. ee eee eee eee Capt’ns of the Guard. 
Sir SAMUEL J. GIBBY.... 2.0... ccc eee eee eee j 

Sir Epwarp B. How8..............0eceeee cece Musical Director. 
Sir Hiram N. HALL..... 2. ee eee ce ee ene Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, fourth Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 158. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir SamvuEL K. Hutcuinson, Lowell, 1855-58. 

* Sir CADWALLADER F. BLANCHARD, Lowell, 1859-60. 
Sir Witui1aAM 8. GARDNER, Newton, Mass, 1861-62. 
Sir Josepn BepLow, Lowell, 1863. 

Sir WiitiamM F. Saumon, Lowell, 1864-65. 

Sir SAMUEL D. SARGEANT, Binghampton, N. Y., 1866. 
Sir CuHar.es A. Storr, Lowell, 1867. 

Sir Hocum Hosrorp, Lowell. 


Deceased, 1; living, 7. 
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PALESTINE COMMANDERY, CHELSEA, MASS. 
CHARTERED, October 38, 1859. 


Annual Election, First Wednesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir CHARLES T. GAY.......0 cece eee c ec cece cence Commander. 
Sir Wiitiam D. SEELY............0 0. es cece ee ees Generalissimo. 
Sir JoHN C. HALL, .........0.. ce cee cece ene eeee Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. GrorGE W. DURELL.............20008: Prelate 
Sir JoHN H. ROBERTS........... cc. cece ec cncvees Senior Warden. 
Sir JaMES TENT............. LShaae isis Arne eatoaie he Junior Warden. 
Sir SLADE LUTHER ....... 0.0 c cece cee eee eens Treasurer, 
Sir CHarues S. BEATLEY....... 2.00000 cece ecees Recorder. 
Sir James N. GREENWOOD...........-.00ceeeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir ELEAZER H. BRAZER...........--0ccceeesens Standard-Bearer. 
_ Sir Wiuitam ROBINBON...........0. cece eee ees Warder. 
Sir JAMES DONAGHY........... 00 cc cece cee eeee 
Sir Paine G. ILSney........ 6. ce eee eee ee eee cane of the Guard. 
Sir HARLAN P. SANBORN.........0.ceeececeee 
Sir CHARLES W. MARDEN.............62 ce eeceee Armorer. 
Sir EDWARD STICKNEY......... 0. cccceeceecseees Musical Director. 
Sir CHARLES W. MARDEN...........cccccceeeee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 172. 


PA8T COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Cuartes A. Davis, M. D., Chelsea, 1859-60-61. 
Sir CuarLes M. Avery, Chelsea, 1862-68-64. 
Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER, Chelsea, 1865. 
Sir Gzorce H. MARDEN, Charlestown, 1866. 
Sir Coaries F. Haynes, Chelsea, 1867-68. 
Sir Danret E. Cuase, Somerville, 1869-70. 
Sir Caries T. Gay, Chelsea, 1871-72. 


Deceased, 1; living, 6, 
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MILFORD COMMANDERY, MILFORD, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 28, 1859. 


Annual Election, First Monday of September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir SULLIVAN C. SUMNER.......... 00.00 cee eeeee Commander. - 
Sir SAMUEL A. FISHER..... 0.0... .0c ccc ee eevee Generalissimo. 
Sir JARVIB WHITE............. 0. eee eee e eens Captain-General. 
Sir Srras W. HALE........ 0... cc cece ec cece cues Prelate. 
Sir James M. Woops.........0 2... cece ee neees Senior Warden. 
Sir Henry C. SKINNER...........00cccceceeeees Junior Warden. 
Sir Joun 8. MAYHEW............. 0. cc cece cece ees Treasurer. 
Sir LEWIS FAVES: 3 si cect s cieawa aed asters, Recorder. 
Sir SaMuEL W. HEATH, Jr.....-.....-.2-- eee eee Sword Bearer. 
Sir TrHomas C. EASTMAN..........0 ccc cece cence Standard Bearer. 
Sir EBEN D. BANCROFT...........0 0000 cece eens Warder. 
Sir CHARLES W. SHIPPEE...........20.0eeeeee ) 
Sir Muvron A. SAUNDERS................00005 - Capt’s of the Guard. 
Sir Geora@E KH. HoLuannD...............2. 0005 j 
Sir JoHn M. Woon............ 0c cece ee eee eeeees Armorer. 
Sir GeorGE W. BAILEY........... 00:00 cece ee eee Musical Director. 
Sir Joun M. Woop....... ag iat leh Cone tae Haat Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Fourth Monday of each month ; number of mem 
bers, 152. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir GrorcrE E. Jonnson, Holliston, Mass., 1859. 
Sir Isaac Britton, Coventry, Ky., 1860;1862-63. 
Sir Epwm F. Waurrtine, Holliston, 1861. 
Sir Witt1amM _H. Parers, South Framingham, 1864. 
Sir Georce E. Stacy, Milford, 1865-67. 

* Sir J. Harpina Smita, Milford, 1868-69. 
Sir Leonarp Farrpanks, Milford, 1870. 
Sir SuLLIVAN UC. SuMNER, Milford, 1871-72. 


Deceased, 1; living, 7. 


207 


SAINT BERNARD COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 28, 1859. 


Annual Election, Second Wednesday of December. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir SAMUEL WELLS...........0 ccc ccc eee e teens Commander. 

Sir Orig E. WELD... 0... 0... ccc cece eee eens Generalissimo. 

Sir JOHN KENT.........0 00 ccc cece ete eneneees Captain-General. 
Sir F. LYMAN WINBHIP........ 0.0 se cece ec eeees Prelate. 

Sir Wm. W. McKIn£.... 2.0... cece cee eee eens Senior Warden. 
Sir W. H. KENNARD. ...... 0.0.0. c cee cece ences Junior Warden. 
Sir CHarnnes U. COTTinG..........ccc cece eee ees Treasurer. 

Sir RICHARD BRIGGS. ..............0ccneceeeeees Recorder. 

Sir Josran F, GUILD..........ccece cece eee e ee eee Sword-Bearer. 

Sir HORATIO MOORB........... ccc cceeeeeeeeees Standard-Bearer. - 
Sir HENRY F. AMPS.......... 0.00 cece ceeeeeees Warder. 

Sir G. F. Hurp........ haat nenatrsewe 

Sir J. BALDWIN, Uf. 3.6 os fecal eete eee {capes of the Guard. 
Sir C. T. RANDALL.......... 00.0. eee ee eee ees 

Sir EBEN F. Gay...... 0.0.00. cece cee ees .... Armorer. 

Sir CHas. C. WENTWORTH...............0000005 Musical Director. 
Sir JaMES A. DUPRBE............ 0.00 c cette eee Librarian. 

Sir EBEN F. GAy.......... 0... eect ees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Wednesday of each month ; number of 
members, 87. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Witt1aM W. Baker, Boston, 1859-61. 

Sir P. Apams Ames, Boston, 1862-63. 

Sir Henry MvuLurKen, Brookline, 1864-66. 
Lt +s Sir F. Lyman Wrnaaip, Allston, 1867-68. 

Sir CHarLEs A. WELSH, Waltham, 1869-70. 
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CALVARY COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
CHARTER, May 22, 1860. 


Annual Election, First Tuesday of December. 


OFFICERB. 
Sir Henry Cuay FYenn.......... ccc cee eee Commander. 
Sir CHaRLES B. WEBSTER...........ccceccuccees Generalissimo. 
Sir JoserH E. SPINK.......0 0.2 c eee eee ee eeee Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. DANIEL G. ANDERSON...........ceeeeee Prelate. 
Sir SAMUEL 8. Foss 2d,.......... 0.2. cece eeeeees Senior Warden. 
Sir CLINTON D. SELLEW......... cc cece eee eees Junior Warden. 
Sir Epwmn BAKER..........cccccccc cece ceccvece Treasurer. 
Sir Henry M. RAWSON.......... 0.0. cece cc eneee Recorder. 
Sir WILLIAM M. GIFFORD.............0cceceeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Gzorck W. ARNOLD ............ 0.2 ceeceene Standard Bearer. 
Sir THomas C. LAWTON,.........c ccc cece ceceees Warder. 
Sir Firz HERBERT PEABODY..............60.. ) 
Sir Horace K. BLANCHARD..............00005 Capt’ns of the Guard. 
Sir Lory J. C. ANDREWS...........ccccceeees J 
Sir CHARLES T. LITTLE............ ccc ccs ceveres Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Firat Tuesday of each month ; number of mem- 
bers, 210. 


queer 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Henry ButieEr, Providence, 1860-1862. 

+ Sir Toomas A. Doy.zE, Providence, 1868. 
Sir Levi L. WEBSTER, Providence, 1864. 
Sir Wiit1AM B. BLanprna, Providence, 1865. 
Sir Epwin J. NIGHTINGALR, Providence, 1866. 
Sir Caantes R. Dennis, Providence, 1867. 

+ Sir James M. PENDLETON, Westerly, 1868. 
Sir THomas PHILiips, Jr., Providencé, 1869-70. 
Sir Ne.tson W. Axtpazrica, Providence, 1871. 
Sir Jonn P. Luter, Providence, 1872. 


Deceased, 1; living, 9. 
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HAVERHILL COMMANDERY, HAVERHILL, MASS. 
CuarteER, October 26, 1863. 


Aunual Election, Second Tuesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir CARLOA P. MESSER............ 0c c cece eeeeee Commander. 
Sir BENJAMIN A. SAWYER...........0c0eeecceees Generalissimo. 
Sir DexTER B. VICKERY............cc0cceceeeee “aptain-General. 
Sir CHARLES W. NUTTER.......... 00sec cccaaes Prelate. 
Sir CHARLES S. CHASE.......... ccc ccce ce ccceees Senior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES T. CHABE... ...... ccc cece ce eees Junior Warden. 
Sir Wm. A. BROOKS .............0.0ccccceceees Treasurer. 
Sir Francis J. STEVENS.........c0ccceeceeeaeess ‘Recorder. 
Sir PaveETTe HASTINGS.............c00e cece cone Sword Bearer. 
Sir SAMUEL A. MAGOON.......... ccc. cece eeees Standard Bearer. 
Sir EDWIN HUNT............ cccccceeceeceecece Warder. 
Sir BengaMiIn F. LEIGHTON.............. 005. 
Sir BENJAMIN F. DARLING.............-.00005 | capes of the Guard. 
Sir Horace M. WIGHTMAN.............-..000. 
Sir JAMES E. GALE.......... 0.000 cence eacees Musical Director. 
Sir James E. GALE... 2... ccc ccc eee cece eee e ees Librarian. 
Sir J. W. P. SMITH. .... 0... cc cece cece cence neces Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Tuesday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 153. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Grorce W. Cuase, Haverhill, Mass., 1868-66. 
Sir James E. GALz, 1867-69. 


Deceased, 1 ; living, 1. 
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OLD COLONY COMMANDERY, ABINGTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 26, 1863. 


Annual Election in September. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Amos SUMNER STETSON..............0 00000 Commander. 

Sir BAALIS SANFORD, Jr... cc eee ee ce eee eee Generalissimo. 
Sir FRANKLIN P. HARLOW..........-..-0-.0005: Captain-General. 
Sir FRANK MORTON........... 002 cecec cece ceeee Prelate 

Sir CHARLES F. ALLEN...........00cc cess cece Senior Warden 
Sir Horatio FRANKLIN COPELAND.............. Junior Warden 
Sir Go. AUGUSTUS BREAL..........2c0ccceeeeces Treasurer. 

Sir Erastus M. NABH...........c cece cece eens Recorder. 

Sir JEREMIAH T. RICHMOND..............0000005 Sword-Bearer. 
Sir ANTHONY DIKE...........00.0cccee cece Standard-Bearer. 
Sir HENRY W. GAMMONS.............0cceceeees Warder. 

Sir JAMES H. COOPER..........-.:c.ececceevee } 

Sir CorneLIus A. FARMER...............00005 Capt'ns of the Quard. 
Sir CHarLes A. TOWNSEND...........c0cee00s j 

Sir JosEPH FORD FRENCH.............ccccccecs Armorer. 

Sir CHARLES He PORTER aie iv ceedsdies pie a wlacede Os Musical Director. 
Sir JosrPH FORD FRENCH............0..000c00- Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Monday next after full moon ; number of mem- 
bers, 153. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Wittram W. Warrmarsn, Neponset, Mass., 1864-65. 
Sir Samuet B. THAXTER, Abington, 1866-68. 

+ Sir ZacHaRraAn L. BICKNELL, East Weymouth, 1869-71, 
Sir StePHEN 8. BRADFORD, South Braintree, 1872. 


all 


SUTTON COMMANDERY, NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 5, 1864. 


Annual Election, First Thursday of December. 


OFFICERS. 


Sif JoHn: A. DEE} i ost oe oa hd oy deee sue eusn Commander. 

Sir ABRAHAM H. HowLanpD, Jr........ eee ees Generalissimo. 
Sir WILLIAM W. ARNOLD....... 0... ccccceeeenes Captain General. 
Sir WANTON T. DREW........... ccc cee cc ccees Prelate. 

Sir GARDNER T. SANFORD.......... ccc e cee eees Scnior Warden. 
Sir THowas B. TRIPP....... 0.0.0... cece eee eens Junior Warden. 
Sir JACOB B. HADLEY.......... ccc cc ec eect eens Treasurer. 

Sir H. WILDER EMERSON...........00ceceeeeees Recorder. 

Sir JEREMIAH H. BENNETT...........0000008 ees Sword Bearer. 

Sir JosHua B. WINSLOW........ cc ccc cere reetecs Standard Bearer. 
Sir WILLIAM T. SOULE......... 0. ccc cence eee Warder. 

Sir Horace G. HOWLAND. .........ceecsccees 

Sir BENJAMIN S. JENKINS. ...........00 0c eee {capes of the Guard. 
Sir Henry G. PomMRoy.................0020 008 

Sir WILLIAM A. SEARELL............000cccceees Armorer. 

Sir EpwarD BODEN, Jr............ cece eee eens Musical Director. 
Sir Wiuutam A. SEARELL...........0:cceceee ees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Thursday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 187. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Jonn B. Baytrés, New Bedford, 1864-67. 
Sir A. H. W. Carpenter, New Bedford, 1868-70. 


212 


BETHANY COMMANDERY, LAWRENCE, MASS. 
CuHaRgrer, October 28, 1864. 


Annual Election, Last Tuesday of September. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir JoHN HAIGH... ........0. 0c ccc eee cen cnees Commander. 

Sir G. M. STODDARD. ............. 00.02 cee ce ees Gencralissimo. 
Sir A. A. CURRIER.........--...2--.-- ec e cee es Cuaptain-General. 
Sir Rev. C. M. Dunnina.....................-.. Prelate. 

Sir THomas LEYLAND..........0cccee ce ec ee cenee Senior Warden. 
Sir Geo. F. TALBOT............. ccc cece e ences Junior Warden. 
Sir Rurvs REED............... ccc eee e ces eee nee Treasurer. 

Sir P. B. RoBINSON............-0c cece eececeeee Recorder 

Bir WILLiAM SMITH ..... 2... eee cee cee ence Sword- Bearer. 
Sir LOUIS WRIL.......... cece cece cece cece cece Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Wa. T. KIMBALL...........0...0.- cee eeees Warder 

Sir MELVIN BEAL............-00eceecerceeeces 

Sir James B. SMITH.............. 2.00 ese e eens {capes of the Guard. 
Sir EpwarpD A. FISKE.............02 cece ences 

Sir Louis SLATER..........- ccc cece cee e cones ~Armorer. 

Sir E. FRANK PAGE... ...... ccc. c eee cece ceeces Musical Director. 
Sir Ore SLATER... 2... ce ee cce ce eee cece eee eees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Lust Tucsday of each munth; number of mem- 
bers, 138. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir PARDON ARMINGTON, Lawrence, Mass., 1864-65. 
Sir Wintiam H. Jaquitsa, Lawrence, 1866-68. 

Sir D. Franx Rosinson, Lawrence, 1869-70. _ 
Sir Cates SaunperRs, Lawrence, 1871-72. 
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WINSLOW LEWIS COMMANDERY, SALEM, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 5, 1864. 


Annual Election, Third Thursday of October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Georae H. PRIRBON.... 2.2... eee eee ees Commander. 

Sir DANA Z. SMITH. 0... cee cee cece cence cceen Generalissimo. 
Sir JOHN SHAW, 2d........ cc. cece cece ewer eee weee Captain-General. 
Sir Jonn B. Him... .. 0... eee ce eee ee ee tenes Prelate. 

Sir Levi PRESTON........ cecsceccecccveseesace Senior Warden. 
Sir Epwarp L. GIDDINGS................0ceeees Junior Warden. 
Sir JAMES KIMBALL. .......... ccc cee ee cee eeeees Treasurer. 

Sir Ista En. 8). LEE sees bcbeek ea ee eee thos Recorder. 

Sir Henry A. BROWN.......... .. ccc eee e eee e ee Sword Bearer. 
Sir JoUN MEACOM.......... ccc cece cece cece eeeee Standard Bearer. 
Sir TristRaAM T. SAVORY......... 0c. cece cencees Warder. 

Sir Saw’n T. PLUMMER...........cccccceeceens 

Sir IRVING STONE. ........ 0.0. e cece eee eee e eee {capes of the Guard. 
Sir HERBERT T. CONANT..........0..0.0ccceeees 

Sir JACOB YOUNG.......... 0. ccc cee teen ec ecenees Musical Director. 
Sir We. L. BATCHELDER........... 0.00000 cues Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Thursday of each month ; number of mem- 
bers, 108. 


PAST COMMANDER. 
Sir Wi_uiam Sutton, Peabody, Mass, 1865. 
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JERUSALEM COMMANDERY, FITCHBURG, MAS8S. 
~ CHARTER, May 6, 1865. 


Annual Election, Third Thursday of September. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir ALBERT L. FESSENDEN............ 0.2200. Commander. 
Sir Joun W. KIMBALL.......0.-.e cece cee cceces Generalissimo. 
Sir GkorGE V. BARRATT.............-000 0c cease Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. Henry L. JoNES.................2225-- Prelate. 
Sir ALFRED M. ADAMS..........-cccccceneceuees Senior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM KIMBALL. ............c0ceeceee os Junior Warden. 
Sir Cuar.es J. BILLINGS............000cc ec eeens Treasurer. 
Sir CHARLES A. MORGAN..........0.0 cece cece Recorder. 
Sir GEORGE WHIEELOCK..............00 cece cece Sword Bearer. 
Sir FRANcis SHELDON....... 0 ....00 0205 cee eeaes Standard Bearer. 
Sir Davin A. COREY........... 00.0 ce cc ence eres Warder. 
Sir Cuas L. TENNEY..........0. 00:00 cece eens ) 
Sir J. F. D. GARFIELD. ..........0 2.0 eee eee - Capt’s of the Guard. 
Sir J. Q. PEABODY....... 20.2.0... cece ee ee eee j 
Sir JOSEPH PIERCE.............. cece een eeences Armorer. 
Sir Epwarp J. CROSSMAN..........cceeseseeees Musical Director. 
Sir JosepH PIERCE........... 0 ccc cece eee eee e ee Sentinel. 
Regular Assemblies, Third Thursday of each month ; number of mem- 
bers, 128. . 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Epmunp Dana Bancrort, Ayer, Muss. 1865-066. 
Sir Joun Burney, Fitchburg, 1867-68. 
Sir Suntivan W. Hunt wey, Fitchburg, 1869-71. 
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HUGH DE PAYENS COMMANDERY, MELROSE, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 27, 1865. 


Annual Election, Second Wednesday of September. 


OFFICERS. _ 
Sir J. D. PARKER. ........cc cece cece ee eceenas Commander. 
Sir Oseoop W. UPHAM... 2.2... cece eee e ees Generalissimo. 
Sir GEORGE F. CLAPP. ..... ccc eee eee ewes Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. E. B. FatRcHIb.D........ 0.0.0. ec ee wees Prelate. 
Sir JAMES SWORDSB......... 2 cece ee eee eee Senior Warden. 
Sir M. P. SwWEETSER.............00 cscs eecueeees Junior Warden. 
Sir Moors PaTseE.............. : Saieaeeatty be terese Se Treasurer. 
Sir P. D. WALBRIDGE............0 cc cece eee eees Recorder. 
Sir We. A. CARLTON. ........... 0 cc cee ete e ee ees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir GEORGE. WYCKOFF....... 0.00. ccc cece cence Standard-Bearer. 
Sir H. H. D.. CUSHING... 20.0... 0... c cc cee cece Warder. 
Sir Cuartes H. NICHOLS..........-....0.0008 q 
Sir Wm. A. REMICK................000-.02++. » Capt’ns of the Guard. 
Sir Joun P. LORING............. 0.0: ee eens j 
Sir Henry E. ROBINSON.............000eceeeees Armorer. 
Sir DANIEL RUSSELL..... obese tS Musical Director. 
Sir Henry L. PuTNAM........... 000. cece eee eee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Wednesday of each month ; number of 
members, 225. 
PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Lorine L. FuLiLer, Malden, Mass., 1865-66. 
Sir FREDERICK J. Foss, ‘© 1867-68. 
Sir Jonn B. Norton, Charlestown, 1869-71. 
Sir Tnomas Winsuip, Wakefield, 1872. 
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SAINT OMER COMMANDERY, SOUTH BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 27, 1865. 


Annual Election, First Monday of Octoter. 


* OFFICERS. 
Sir Epwarp H. BRAINARD...............000000: Commander. 
Sir BENJAMIN POPE............00-¢. cee eeeeeeeee Generalissimo. 
Sir GEoraGE W. KINGMAN...........0 0. cece eee Cuptain-General. 
Sir THomas HILb.... 0c... ee cece cece een eens Prelate 
Sir CHARLES W. McLELLAN..............000000 Senior Warden. 
Sir Francis C. HERBEY............... cece ence Junior Warden. 
Sir WALTER E. HAWES....... ......0ccecenecee Treasurer. 
Sir ALBAN 8. GREEN.......... 00000 cceee ec eeeue Recorder. 
Sir WiLu1aM B. WILBER ...............eeceeers Sword-Bearer. 
Sir CHARLES H. DAVIS. ..-... 0... 0c. cence eee Standard-Bearer. 
Sir MANNING C. DAVEY..... Nosh sietetaarheaeeeaace we Warder. 
Sir CHARLES L. JAMES...........00 00 c cee cers ) 
Sir FRANK W. GOODWIN... .......... 0 cece ee - Capt’ns of the Quard. 
Sir WivuiramM F. WILSON............... 0000 e j 
Bir WILLIAM D. RocKWOOD..............000000: Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 96. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir BENJAMIN DEAN, Boston, Mass., 1865-66. 

Sir Duncan McB. THaxtTenr, M. D., Boston, Mass., 1867-68. 
+ Sir N. A. APOLLonio, Boston, Mass., 1869. 

Sir CuarLes H. Wuite, Boston, Mass , 1870-72. 
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BERKSHIRE COMMANDERY, PITTSFIELD, MASS. 
CHARTER, December 22, 1865. 


Annual Election, Second Monday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir Hezexian S. RUGSELL............ 00 cee eee eee Commander. 
Sir TRUMAN E. COLe.......... cece eee e cece ceees Generalissimo, 
Sir D. CLINTON MUNYAN..........0 cece eee eens Captain General. 
Sir JoHn C. PARKER. ............0.-- cee eee eee Prelate. 
Sir GEorRGE C. DUNHAM....... 0. cc ccc cee eee Senior Warden. 
Sir WMD: (AXTELL. 4 ci 0c Cele ee ce Junior Warden. 
Sir HENRY CHICKERING...........0.cccccecenece Treasurer. 
Sir CLARK: Fy DHAUi68 4. okie hie i ws Recorder. 
Sir ALFRED W. CROSSMAN..........0.00ceeceees Sword Bearer. 
Sir CHARLES 8. OSBORN..............0ccccceeees Standard Bearer. 
Sir LEBBEUS SCOTT. ............ cc cece en cee eees Warder. 
Sir SAMUEL H. ALMY......... cc cccceec ee cnees 
Sir FREDERICK S. PARKER.............-..50.. {cape of the Guard. 
Sir CHarues BE. MOREY ..............0..0000- 
Sir We. H. FEELING........... 0.000 ccc e cee eees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 59. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Lorenzo H. GAMWELL, Pittsfield, Mass., 1866-67. 
Sir Henry CHICKERING, Pittsfield, Mass,, 1868-70. 
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WOONSOCKET COMMANDERY, WOONSOCKET, R. I. 
CHARTER, May 8, 1867. 


Annual Election in October. 


OFFICERS. . 
Sir WALTER E. PARKER......... 000000 ceeeeeee Commander. 
Sir L. C. TouRTELOTT...........0... 00 cuee eae Generalissimo. 
Sir EDWIN ALDRICH............. 0c cece cece eeeee Captain-General. 
Sir AMos SHERMAN, Jr....... ccc cece cee eee ees Prelate. 
Sir CHARLES W. TALOCOTT...........000 000 e ce eee Senior Warden. 
Sir Josuva E. BLOOD........... ccc cece ence eae Junior Warden. 
Sir ALLEN THAYER. ......... 0.0. cceceeccee cance Treasurer. 
Sir Gro. HENRY MILLER............:.00eeceeeee Recorder. 
Sim CHARLES NOURSE...........00020 0. eceeeee Sword Beurer. 
Sir OscaR W. FULLER............. 0.0 c cece ences Standard Bearer. 
Sir JAMES F. SMITH....... 0.0.0.0: cece ee cnees Warder. 
Sir Jos. M. LOUGEE........... 0... ccc ev eens ) 
Sir Ispagt B. PHILipps,.............02 cee eee Capt’s of the Guard, 
Sir Luxe A. Woon... ....... ccc ccc ee eee j 
Sir ANGELO HOWLAND.............- ccc ee eceee es Organist. 
Sir JOHN HACKETT........... 0.0.0 cc ceecneveees Sentinel. 
Sir L. C. TOURTELOTT.............0. 0.00 cece ees Hall Committee. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Tuesday of each month ; number of mem- 
bers, 101 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Emerson Gopparp, Woonsocket, R. I., 1867. 
Sir Ira W. ARNOLD, Woonsocket, R. I., 1868. 

Sir Srarrorp W. Razer, Woonsocket, R. I., 1869. 
Sir F. G. Jrtuson, Woonsocket, R. I., 1870-71. 
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CONNECTICUT VALLEY COMMANDERY, GREENFIELD, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 30, 1867. 


Annual Election, First Tuesday of November. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir CHartes E. SEVERANCE. ...... 00.0. ce ee eeeee Commander. 
Bir Hrram O. SMITH.......-. 0c cece eee ener eee Generalissimo. 
Sir MARVIN 8. FELLOWS..........0000 see ec eeeee Captain-General. 
Sir Bowporn 8. PARKER.........-ccccccetececes Prelate. 
Sir GeorGE PIERCE, Jr... 2... ee eee ee eee Senior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES KEITH.............cccesesecceeees Junior Warden. 
Sir Georce A. ALLEN........... cece enecccecces Treasurer. 
Sir Cuar.es P. FoRBES........... sceleseesbse aie teausi eee Recorder. 
Sir CHARLES THOMPSON...........ccceecssceeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Joun L. NEWELL ........ cc cece cece eee enees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir JostaH A. RICHMOND..........-0ceccceenees Warder. 
Sir Joon A. CLARK.............: Vauk tener 
Sir CHARLES T. LAMPHERE............0.20005 | cape of the Guard. 
Sir JOHN H. AMTDON............... ccc cece 
Sir Romanzo 8. PRICHARD ............00.eceeee Armorer. 
Sir WENDELL T. DAViS............ ccc c cece cence Musical Director. 
Sir Romanzo 8. PRICHARD..............ce0eeeees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Tuesday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 90. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir WENDELL T. Davis, Greenfield, Mass., 1867-68. 
Sir Rev. PerzerR VoorneEes Fincn, Greenfield, Mass., 1869-70. 
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GODFREY DE BOUILLON COMMANDERY, FALL RIVER, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 30, 1868. 


. 


Aunual Election, Third Wednesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Rev. SterHEN W. BUTLER................6. Commander. 

Sir JouN B. WHITAKER........... ccc ce eeec ences Generalissimo. 
Sir GEorGE E. HoAR.........2.... cece cee eeee Captain-General. 
Bir ROBERT C. BROWN.......... cece eee eeceees Prelate. 

Sir GeorGE A. BALLARD......... 0c cece cece eeees Senior Warden. 
Sir JoHN P. HENRY............. 0.0 eee eee eeees Junior Warden. 
Sir JAMES DAVIS........ccccecee cee cet erceeeeees Treasurer. 

Sir GEORGE POLLARD....... ccs c cece cece eesees Recorder. 

Sir ALFRED H. HARTLEY............. 000 cece cee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir THomas F. VICKERY............-0 ccc eeeeeee Standard Bearer. 
Sir Hrram C. HARINGTON......... Sivesecfamte Stetee Warder 

Sir CHARLES 8. NORMAN...........0c0cceeeees 

Sir Winuram E. CuNMIFF........0. 000. e eee eee t capes of the Guard. 
Sir Sruas WILLIAMB............ ccc cece ee eeces 

Sir WILLIAM PRESTON.........-...20cecceeceeee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 97. 


PAST COMMANDERS, 


Sir Ropert HEnry, Fall River, 1868. 
‘Sir Robert C. Brown, Fall River, 1869-71. 
Sir STEPHEN W. Bute, Fall River, 1872. 
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JOSEPH WARREN COMMANDERY, BOSTON HIGHLANDS, MS. 
CHARTER, January 1, 1869. 


Annual Election in October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir GEORGE MOULTON.......-.00 ccc c cee ee eee eens Commander. 

Sir Jonn F. NEWTON.........0 cece ee ec ee ee eeees Generalissimo. 
Sir CHARLES HARRIS... 2.0.0.0 ccc cesses eee ees Captain-General. 
Sir Jostan A. Stearns and Joun T. Haruis....Prelate. 

Sir SoLoMon A. BOLSTER...........0c00ceeeeees Senior Warden. 
Sir EBENEZER ADAMBS..........00cccececeuseeces Junior Warden. 
Sir FRANCIB J. WARD........ cocseeccceceeecees Treasurer. 

Sir LorENzO B. DUTTON. ..........0 ccc cece eeees Recorder. 

Sir GEORGE R. EMERSON...........2.e0cceeeeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir JUDSON BALDWIN.......... cc cece eee e cece ene Standard-Beurer. 
Sir DANTEL W. JONKS.......... ccc cece ee ee enees Warder. 

Sir Wiuturam A. GARBET.......0.00 cence ences 

Sir RicHarD P. GODDARD............-.-+eeee: | cape of the Guard. 
Bir JOHN CARR oo 00s ck oe bee eek lewis 

Sir ELBRIDGE G. SCOTT....... 0... 0 ccc eee eens Armorer. 

Sir WILLIAM H. GERRISH.......... 0.0.00 ee ee eee Musical Director. 
Sir ELBRMGE G. ScoTrt........ 0... cc cee ee eee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 108. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir James C. TucKER, Boston,.1869-70. 
Sir SAMUEL LitTLE, Boston, 1871. 
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NARRAGANSETT COMMANDERY, WESTERLY, R. I. 
CHARTER, June, 1869. 


Annual Election, Second Monday of January. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir Azro N. LEWIS...... 0.0... cece eee cece nee Commander. 
Sir WILLIAM HOXSEY..........-c.ececeeeceeeces Generalissimo. 
Sir ALBERT B. COuLIne................ 00. eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir JAMES STILLMAN,. 0.0.0... 0c c eee e cet eceeee Prelate. 
Sir Josepa DEWS................ avert ioc kt wat iis Senior Warden. 
Sir SAMUEL H. CROSB............ 0.0 cc eee seen Junior Warden. 
Sir ALVAH A. CRANDALL..........cceceeceenees Treusurer. 
Sir GEORGE G. STILLMAN...........0c000e0e' “...Recorder. 
Sir Epwin H. KNOWLES.............0cccc cece Sword Bearer. 
Sir ALEXANDER CARMICHEL.............0.000085 Standard Bearer. 
Sir James F. PENDLETON..........0.05 ceeecees Warder. 
Sir THos. H. BROWNING...........0.00cc eee 
Sir We. H. CHAPMAN......... 0.000 cee e eee eens {capes of the Guard. 
Sir Tuomas M. PUACE............ 0.2 ee cece 
Sir JAMES POTTER. ..........00 ccc cee c ence eeaes Armorer. 
Sir EpwarD F. VoSk... 0.0.00... 00.0 ccc es eens Musical Director. 
Bir JAMES PORTER............00. cevececccecees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second and Fourth Monday of each month; num- 
ber of members, 33. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir James M. PENDLETON, Westerly, R. I., 1869-70. 
Sir GEoRGE GQ. Stituman, Westerly, R. I, 1871. 
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WILLIAM PARKMAN COMMANDERY, EAST BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 12, 1870. 


Annual Election, Second Thursday of October. 
OFFICERS. 

Sir ALBERT B. BARRETT............. 000 cccenees Commander. 
Sir WILLIAM J. ELLIB....... 0.0.02. cee cece e ees Generalissimo. 
Sir James B. WEBSTER..........000. 0. cece eeeee Captain-General. 
Sir BENJAMIN H. STINSON........... 00.0 e cece ees Prelate. 
Sir BENJAMIN ALBER.......0 2... eee e cece ee eee Senior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM WATERS, Jr... .. 0... e ee ce ee ee eee Junior Warden. 
Sir HEZEKIAH MAYO......... cece cece e cee ees Treasurer. 
Sir Epwarp H. MORSE..............--cseeeeees Recorder 
Sir GeorGe F. HosBa............0ce eee ec eeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir THOMAS SHAW.........0. ccc cee cece ee eeeeees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir J. Hiram STARR PRARSON...............008- Warder. 
Sir CHARLES H. PEPPER...........000seeseees 1 
Sir WittiaM A. HOLMES.............. 0000000 Capt’s of the-Guard. 
Sir Wiuttam H. HIGBEE....... ...........06. j 
Sir SAMUEL W. GLBABON.........-... 0c cece ee eee Armorer. 
Sir WILLIAM DUTEMPLE...............00eceeees Musical Director. 
Sir WiLLiAM DUTEMPLE. ........0. 0: cece ence eee Organist. 
Sir SAMUEL W. GLEASON..............0000eeeee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Thursday of each month ; number of mem- 
bers, 93. 


PAST COMMANDERS. - 


Sir Seta C. Ames, M. D., East Boston, Mass., 1870-71. 
Sir ALBERT B. BARRETT, East Boston, Mass. , 1872-73. 
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BRISTOL COMMANDERY, MANSFIELD, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 28, 1870. 


Annual Election in December. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir SamMuges. 8. GINNODO,.......... 200 c cece ee eee Commander. 
Sir DANIEL H. SMITH... 2.02. ee eee ee eee Generalissimo. 
Sir We. N. HAMLET...............000 cee cece eee Captain-General. 
Sir HERBERT N. MASON..............000c cee eeee Prelate. 

Sir A. FRANK BELCHER............0-: ccc e ee eees Senior Warden. 
Sir Jonn L. KENDALL........... 00 ccc een eneeees Junior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM GRAVEB...........0 0.0 cee cece cence Treasurer. 

Sir ELIPMALET SMITH ............. 00 cece cece ees Recorder. 

Sir Donurver 8. SPAULDING...........0.0000 0s Sword Bearer. 
Sir ELIWAH CAPRON.............. RG seere dad ocdver ators Standard Bearer. 
Sir WILLIAM B. CROCKER............2.0c00cene Warder. 

Sir Geo. S. WHEELER.......,...........2000. 

Sir Jampe F. LEONARD......... ......-e. eee l capt's of the Guard. 
Sir ANDREW M. SPERRY.................00006 j 

Sir CuarRLes A. BLAKE............-..0cceeee eee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Friday on or before full moon; number of mem- 
bers, 94. 


PAST COMMANDER. 
Sir Cuar es E. Situ, North Attleboro, 1871-72. 


NORTHAMPTON COMMANDERY, NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 2, 1870. 


Annual Election, Second Monday of October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Jostanw H. PINDLE......... 0... cc cece cee Commander. 

Sir Josepu C. WILLIAMB............-00008 seeee Gencralissimo. 
Sir LUKE LYMAN............c0cecee cece ceaeees Captain-General. 
Sir STEPHEN B. FULLER........... 0.00 ceeeeeeee Prelate 

Sir Wiintam C. PoMERoy...............0eeee eee Senior Warden. 
Sir Henry W. MORGAN............ 00:00 ceceeee Junior Warden. 
Sir ANSEL WRIGHT........... 0.000 ecu cee eens Treasurer. 

Sir Bengamin W. PECK........... ccc. cece eens Recorder. 

Sir JAMES ELLSWORTH. ............ 00 ccceeee ees Sword-Beurer. 
Sir Ropert R. MAYERS............ 0. cc cee ee eee Standard-Bearer. 
Sir GroraE W. PaTTERSON............... 2.05. Warder. 

Sir Ina H. STEVENS..........0...0 00.00 cece eee 1 

Sir CHar.Les H. TAYNTON.......-. 0... ccc eeeee Capt'ns of the Guard. 
Sir Timotuy F. PELTON...........0. 0. cece eee j 

Sir Jonn A. PRENTIBS........... 0.00 cece eevee Armorer. 

Sir CurisTOPHER CLARKE............... hy ce oa Musical Director. 
Sir JoHN A. PRENTISS...........0 00000 ccc ceeeee Librarian. 

Sir JOHN A. PRENTISS............000.-0ccce eee es Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Monday of each month; number of mem. 
bers, 53. 


PA8T COMMANDER. 
Sir Davip W. Crarts, Northampton, Mass., 1870-71-72. 


226 


SOUTH SHORE COMMANDERY, WEYMOUTH, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 9, 1870. 


Annual Election in September. 


OFFICERB. 
Sir ZECHARIAH LOVELL BICKNELL..............4 Commander. 
Sir GEORGE WYMAN Fay..............2 0.02 2cene Generalissimo. 
Sir WiLLtaAM HUMPHREY..............000 ese eee Captain General. 
Sir CHARLES HENRY PRATT..............0.0000: Prelate. 
Sir ANDREW JACKSON GAREY...............006. Senior Warden. 
Sir Toomas Henry HUMPSREY................../ Junior Warden. 
Sir WILLARD K. RICHARDS..........0. 00. ee ences Treasurer. 
Sir Davis DEAN RANDALL...........00c. cs eeeee Recorder. 
Sir RIcHARD V. MERCHANT ..........00. ce eneee Sword Bearer. 
Sir AUGUSTUS BEALS........... cece ce ceceerans Standard Bearer. 
Sir WinLram FRARING, 2d.......... 0... cee eee Warder. 
Sir CHARLES SIMMONS...........0.0e eves cceee 
Sir GEORGE CUBHING, 2d... ....... cece eee eee tone of the Guard. 
Sir Hrram E. RAYMOND...........020 0 cence cece 
Sir E. G. BAvEs... 2.0.0.0... cece eee cece ceeee Armorer. 
Sir ANDREW JOHNSON RANDALL............-0000: Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Monday on or before full moon ; number of mein- 
bers, 86. 
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NATICK COMMANDERY, NATICK, MASS. 
CwarTer, April 12, 1871. 


Aunual Election, First Monday of October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir James H. PARKER..........--.00ceeeeeee oe Commander. 

Sir WinutaAM H. WRIGHT.......... 00.0 c cece ees Generalissimo. 
Sir Cran.es A. DAVIB.. 0... 0. ccc cece ec ee ences Captain-General. 
Sir GEoRcE J. TOWNBEND........-. 00 ce eee tenes Prelate. 

Sir SAMUEL O. DANIELS............ 0.2 c cece ee eee Senior Warden. 
Bir EDwin W. CozZens.......... cece ec eee cence Junior Warden. 
Sir Lonmn R. EDGERTON. ..........-. 00 ese ee eee Treasurer. 

Sir ANDREW J. NICHOLS...............6 cee ecnes Recorder. 

Sir WILLIAM H. BENT............. ccc cece eeee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir AMBROSE BRYANT...... 0... .cccc cece ec ences Standard Bearer. 
Sir ALFRED H. BRYANT............0.000 ceeeees Warder. 

Sir CHARLES W. GLEASON.......... 000.0 ceeees 

Sir Francis L. FERRIN. 2.2.0.0... cece ee ene | capt of the Guard. 
Sir ELBRIDGE F. PERRY............-00c eee eee 

Sir Epwarp P. BuTLer. ......... Wa sia tees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday in cach month; number of mem- 
bers, 40. : 
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C@UR DE LYON COMMANDERY, CHARLESTOWN, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 14, 1871. 


Annual Election, Third Tuesday of September. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir WILLIAM H. KENT...... 0 ccc ere eee eee eee Commander. 

Sir WILLIAM PATTERSON..........20.0200 cee c ces Generalissimo. 
Sir JOHN B. WILSON......... 0.0... cc se eee eee ees Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. WintraAM T. STOWR.. ...........0006. Prelate. 

Sir Howarp F. RoMB............. 00. cc eee eee Senior Warden. 
Sir CALEB RAND..........-. cece cee cece cee eees Junior Warden. 
Bir AMOS STONE.......... 0.0 cece cee een e ce neces Treasurer. 

Sir SAMUEL E. CHANDLER..........0 0000 eee uees Recorder. 

Sir WILLIAM C. MURRAY........... 0c cce ccc eeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir DANIEL ©. STILLBON............ ccc eee eee Standard-Bearer. 
Sir GeorGE H. ALLEN............. 2.000002 eee : Warder. 

Sir JAMES W. POOR..............0cceeeeeeees 1 

Sir GEoRGE L. BAXTER...........00 ccc eeeeees Capt’ns of the Guard. 
Sir JomNN BARTLETT......... 00. ccc cece ee enees j 

Sir Dwight M. TURNER.......-..... 00s eee eeee Organist. 

Sir IsrakEL F. CRAFTS. ...... 00... cece ccce ee eens Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Tuesday of each month ; number of meni- 
bers, 102. : 
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TRINITY COMMANDERY, HUDSON, MASS. 
CHARTER, Nov. 7, 1871. 


Annual Election in October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir N. 8. CHAMBERLAIN..........2- ccc ceecceeeee Commander. 

Sir W. E. C. WORCESTER.......... 0.0.00 cece * Generalissimo. 
Sir WILLARD HOUGHTON.............00. eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir Pamip E. MILLAY............0 ccc cece eee e es Prelate. 

Sir EpMuND E. WHITNEY.............0.0000000 Senior Warden. 
Sir LUMAN T. JEFTS... 2.0.0... ccccc cece eee neees Junior Warden. 
Sir EDMUND M. STONE.......... 0 cece csc ceeaees Treasurer. 

Sir EDWIN AMBDEN...........00ccecceeceeceeecs Recorder. 

Sir C. N. MURDOCH..........0...0000 cee eeenees Sword Bearer. 
Sir HENRY WILKINS..............0cc ce se ee eeees Standard Bearer. 
Sir James T. JOSLIN......... ccc ccc cecee weeens Warder. 

Sir Fe Lh DAWES wesc si h0eak c4 Olesen oes ) 

Sir H. W. Caase................ spe ackey onafecacesisats - Capt’s of the Guard. 
Sir W. H. MOULTON. ........ 0.0... cccce esc eens j 

Sir G.°Q: BAW VER: hicins cote views gy pas ea eee Armorer. 

Sir G@. W. WARPIELD.............0 ccc cece eee 1] : 

Bie Co Hautes, aia seercactidcttarn c Sentinels: 


Regular Assemblies, Thursdays on or before full moon ; number of 
members, 58. 
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GETHSEMANE COMMANDERY, NEWTONVILLE, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 20, 1872. 


Annual Election in September. 


- OFFICERB. 


Sir James M. GREENWOOD...............0ceccee Commander. 
Sir RoBert L. DAVIS............62 cecesccevccs Generalissimo. 
Sir WiLLIAM W. KEITH..... ......-..---..-.-05- Cuptain-General. 
Sir Henry C. HAYDEN...............0.. 00 eens Prelate. 
Sire N. T. MERRITT........... 0: cc cc eee es cceeees Senior Warden. 
Sir Moses CLARK, Jr...... ccc cece cece eee eee Junior Warden. 
Sir M. T. HEYwoon............. 0c. cc cece eee eee Treasurer. 
Sir JoHN G. TOMPSON........... 0000s cece canes Recorder. 
Sir ASAHEL WHEELER...........-.. 000000 ecuees Sword Bearer. 
Sir T. 8S. HITTINGER............00.0 cece eee ee Standard Bearer. 
Sir J. ADAM WALDO........... 0.000000 00 ceeuee Warder. 

~ Bir W. H. Cuark... 2... cc cc ee cence ener noes 
Sir Revito L. HINDs.............0..-e eee | capes of the Guard. 
Sir James E. PARKER.............00cceeseeee 
Sir ALEXANDER CHISHOLM.............0 0c eens Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Monday before full moon ; number of members 
50. 
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OLIVET COMMANDERY, LYNN, MASS. 
CHARTER, March 13, 1873. 


Anpual Election in April. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Geo. W. KEENR........... 02. cc cece et eeees Commander. 

Sir JoHN SHAW, 2d......... 0. ccc cee cee eee e ees Generalissimo. 
Sir James A. HOLLIB....... 0... cece eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir J. GILBERT FORMAN............cceccceceeees Prelate. 

Sir CHARLES C. Fry........ xt dep wle le ee tvo ee anetieds Senior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES E. PARSONS.............0ccecceeeee Junior Warden. 
Sir GeorGE W. HIML.............. cece eee ceeee Treasurer. 

Sir We. B. PHILLIPS... ...... 000 eee nee ences Recorder. 

Sir GrornGE A. BRUCE............00 0s cee cee eens Sword Bearer. 
Sir Eptn BECKFORD............... 000. cc ce ceees Standard Bearer. 
Sir GeorGe H. ALLEN.......... cess ccecee ences Warder. 

Sir NaTHan B. FLETCHER........... 0.000000. 

Sir JosepH W. HAINEB............... ..s.0-- {capes of the Guard. 
Sir Wa. H. MESssInGER...............00.0000: 

Sir THomas E. WARD..............0. cc cece ceeue Armorer. 

Sir JAmMEs A. HOLLIS...........0...00 ccc eee eeee Musical Director. 
Sir THomas E. WARD...............0c cece eeenee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 46. 
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ATHOL COMMANDERY (U. D.) ATHOL, MASS. 
DISPENSATION granted June 7, 1873. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir VERNON O. TAYLOB............. 0. c cece ees Commander. 
Sir Cepwas L. SAWYER.............. 0 cece eee eee Generalissimo. 
Sir OrsamMus M. DRURY............. cc ee eee eens Captain-General. 


Mects First Wednesday of each month. 


BAY STATECOMMANDERY (U. D.) NORTH BRIDGEWATER, MS. 
DISPENSATION granted September 18, 1878. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Epwakp PARKER.........-....0ece eee: aha Commander. 

Sir BAALIS SANFORD, Jr... ... cee cee eee eee ees Generalissimo. 

Sir H..H.,. PACKARD: Jogos boi secs creaa tik eae Captain-General. 
eee 


CYPRUS COMMANDERY (U. D.), HYDE PARK, MASS. 
DIsPENSATION granted October 81, 1878, 


OFFICERS. 


Sir GAMALIEL HODGES...........0cccceecuceeees Commander. 
Sir CHARLES H. CoLBY............0 ccc cece cece Generalissimo. 
Sir HENRY S. BUNTON........ 0... cece cere eee Captain-General. 
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RECAPITULATIONS. 


The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island is 
composed of 


Grand Officers (Sentinel excluded)........... 00. c cece eee eee eee 16 
Past Grand Officers (permanent members, excluding present Grand 
OPCS) oie3 3s bbiecdnaesurs Oy ete Vee as. Bh teat elee a care 20 


Past Commanders. of Subordinate Commanderies (permanent 
members not included in enumeration of past or present Grand 


Officers, or present Commanders). ........... 0. 00cc cence eee cne 98 

Commanders, Generalissimos, and Captains-Gencral of 36 Subor- 
dinate Commanderies............... cee cece ee eee eee enone 108 
TOtal cai viea dU iatceis Leh S warts 242 
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MAINE ENCAMPMENT, PORTLAND, MAINE. 
Carter, March 17, 1821. 


PA8T COMMANDERS, 
(While under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island.) 
Sir Rev. SoLomon S1Las. Sir JosernH M. GERRIsH. 
Sir Tuomas 8. Bow es. Sir SAMUEL FESsENDEN. 


Maine Encampment ceased to be under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Encampinent of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, October 10, 1849. In 
1844, it was removed from Portland to Gardiner, where it is now located. 


@ 


VILLAGE ENCAMPMENT, GREENWICH, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 16, 1825. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Rev. Eziexire, L. Bascoms, 1825. * Sir Joun Warner, 1827: 
Sir Rev. Lucius R. Parag, D. D., 1826. - Sir Rev. Josaua FLAca, 1828. 


The Charter of this Encampment was declared forfeited bya vote of 
the Grand Encampment, at a Special Assembly, held February 25, 1838. 


{fonstitution. 


fnsitation of the frond {fommandey 
OF 
KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT ORDERS 


OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


ARTICLE 1L—GRAND COMMANDERY. 


STYLE AND TITLE. 


Section 1.—The style and title of this body is “ The 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Append- 


' ant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.” 


JURISDICTION. 


Sect. 2.—Its jurisdiction extends over the territorial] 
limits of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


POWERS. 


Sect. 3.—In it alone is vested the right and duty, which 
it cannot delegate, to superintend and govern all Com- 
manderies of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
within this jurisdiction. 
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It has exclusive power to grant Dispensations and War- 
rants for forming and opening commanderies of the above 
Orders, and to extend or revoke the same. ; 


It enacts statutes and issues edicts, and amends and 
repeals the same. 


It censures, suspends, and erases councils and command- 
eries, and holds any of their members amenable for any 
violation or neglect of its statutes and edicts. 


It has supreme authority, throughout this jurisdiction, 
in all matters pertaining to Templar Masonry, subject only 
to the ancient landmarks of the Order, and the Grand 
Encampment of the United States. 


MEMBERS. 


Sect. 4.—It shall consist of a Grand Commander, Dep- 
uty Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Cap- 
tain-General, Grand Prelate, Senior Grand Warden, Junior 
Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand 
Sword-Bearer, Grand Standard-Bearer, Grand Warder, 
Grand Captain of the Guards, Grand Sentinel,—ez-officiis ; 
of all past Grand Commanders, and Grand Masters, Past 
Deputy Grand Commanders, and Deputy Grand Masters, 
Past Grand Generalissimos, and Past Grand Captains-Gen- 
eral of this body ; of the Commanders, Generalissimos, and 
Captains-General, for the time being, of all subordinate 
commanderies under this jurisdiction; and of all past Com- 
manders of such subordinates, so long as they are members 
of commanderies under this jurisdiction, in good standing. 


The above-named Present and Past Officers (the Grand 
Sentinel excepted), and Representatives and Past Com- 
manders of subordinate commanderies, are the only voters 
in this Grand Commandery. 
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A permanent member has but one vote in his own right 
as such, and but two in any case. 


ATTENDANCE AND PROXIES. 


Sect. 5.—Each of the officers named in the preceding 
section, save and except Past Commanders and the Grand 
Sentinel, being unable to attend the assemblies in person, 
shall have the power to appoint a proxy, who shall be enti- 
tled to all the rights and privileges of his constituent, 
except that of taking his rank in Grand Commandery. 


Such proxy must, at the time of his service, be a mem- 
ber of the same subordinate commandery as his principal. 
and a templar of not less than three years’ standing, and 
must present a properly authenticated certificate of his 
appointment. 


The R. E. Grand Commander, immediately after his 
installation, shall appoint a committee of three members as 
a standing committee on credentials, for the year ensuing, 
whose duty it shall be to ascertain and report to the com- 
mandery as early as may be at every assembly, who are 
entitled to seats therein. 


OFFICERS, ELECTION, AND TITLES. 


Sect. 6.—The first nine officers shall be chosen by writ- 
ten ballot; the others, by appointment of the Grand Com- 
mander. 


No knight is eligible to any office in this Grand Com- 
mandery, unless he be a member of some subordinate 
-commandery, and a templar of not less than three years’ 
standing. 


The officers thus chosen shall serve until their successors 
have been installed, The title of the Grand Commander 
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is “RicHt Eminent ;’”’ that of Deputy Grand Commander, 
“Very EMINENT ;” of the other Grand Officers, “Eminent.” 


ASSEMBLIES. 


Sect. 7.—This Grand Commandery shall assemble in 
October and May of each year, at such time and place as 
the presiding officer shall appoint,—in October, for the 
election of officers and the transaction of the annual busi- 


‘ness ; and in May, for the exemplification of the work and 


ritual, the transaction of such special business as shall be 
presented, and the consideration of such matters as pertain 
to the general good of the order. 


Special Assemblies may be held at the pleasure of the 


‘presiding officer; but no business shall be transacted at a 


special meeting save that which was specified in the origi- 
nal notice. 


PREROGATIVES AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


Sect. 8—The Grand Commander shall have a watchfu] 
supervision over all the subordinate commanderies, and 
see that all the constitutional enactments, rules, and edicts, 
of the Grand Encampment of the United States, and of this 
Grand Commandery, are duly and promptly obeyed. 


The Grand Commander and Deputy Grand Commander, 
at their pleasure, visit and preside in any subordinate 
commandery, and give such instruction and direction in the 
work and ritual as the good of the Order may require ; 
always couforming to the ancient landmarks and this Grand 
Constitution. The Deputy Grand Commander, in the event 
of the death, removal or physical incompetency of his supe- 
rior, shall act as the Grand Commander. 


It ia the duty of the Grand Commander, in person or by 
one of his council, to visit and examine every subordinate 
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commandery under Dispensation once in three months, and 
every chartered commandery annually, and cause a report 
of the same to be made at the annual assembly of this 
Grand Commandery: provided, however, that when in the 
judgment of the Grand Commander the interest of the 
institution will be promoted thereby, he may designate one 
of the Grand Lecturers to make such visit and report to 
him. 


It is the duty of the Grand Treasurer to report to the 
Grand Commander or presiding officer, whenever and as 
often as there shall be a surplus of one hundred dollars in 
the treasury, not subject to any appropriation already 
made; and to invest the same by and with the advice of 
the first two officers. 


It is the duty of the Grand Recorder, annually, to com- 
municate to the Grand Recorders of all State Grand Com- 
manderies, and to the Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States of America, a list of all 
the Grand Officers of the Grand Commandery, and all such 
other matters as this Right Eminent Grand Commander 
shall deem to be for the general good of the Order, or 
useful for their information. 


The other duties of the above officers, and the duties of 
the other officers, are such as are traditionally appropriate 
to their offices, and such as may be required of them by this 
Grand Commandery and the Grand Commander. 


NEW COMMANDERIES. 


Sect. 9.—Dispensations for forming and opening new 
commanderies, upon the petition of not less than nine 
Knight Templars residing within the jurisdiction, may be 
issued by the Grand Commander during the recess of the 
Grand Commandery only—Dispensations so issued to be 
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of force only until the succeeding stated assembly of this 
body, unless continued by vote thereof; provided, however, 
that no Dispensation shall be issued without the consent of 
the commandery nearest to the place where the new one 
is to be located ; and, if in that town or city there is more 
than one, the consent of all shall be obtained. 


Charters shall be granted by vote of the Grand Com- 
mandery alone, and at a stated assembly. 


A Commandery formed within this jusisdiction, without 
a Dispensation or Charter, as above provided, shall be 
deemed illegal; and all communication between Command- 
eries under this jurisdiction, and the members of such ille- 
gal ones, is hereby strictly forbidden. 


A Commandery formed within this jurisdiction, without 
a Dispensation or Charter, as above provided, shall be 
deemed illegal ; and all communication between command- 
eries under this jurisdiction, and the members of such ille- 
gal ones, is hereby strictly forbidden. 


FEES FOR DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 


Sect. 10.—The fees for a Dispensation are forty dollars 
to the Grand Commandery, and three dollars to the Grand 
Recorder; and, for a Charter, sixty dollars to the Grand 
Commandery, and seven dollars to the Grand Recorder; 
and, for a Charter without a previous Dispensation, one 
hundred dollars to the Grand Commandery, and ten dollars 
to the Grand Recorder. In no case shall a Dispensation 
or Charter be issued, until the required fees shall have 
been paid to the Grand Treasurer. 


GRAND FUND. 


Sect. 11.—One tenth of the unincumbered funds of this 
body, at its Annual Assembly in October, 1859, and one 
tenth of its present and future income, shajl be set apart, 
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and shall form a “ Grand Fund;’ the interest only of which 
shall be expended, for charitable and other purposes, at 
the discretion of this Grand Body; provided, however, that 
no portion of the interest shall be expended for any pur- 
pose whatever, until the principal shall amount to five 
thousand dollars. The unexpended income of the fund, 
and all donations to the same, shall be annually added to 
the principal. Until this fund shall amount to five thou- 
sand dollars, it shall not be in knightly faith to diminish 
the rate of increase as provided above. 


The Grand Commander, Grand Treasurer, and Grand 
Recorder, shall be a Committee, to be styled “ The Grand 
Fund Committee,” whose duty it shall be to attend to the 
safe and profitable investment of this fund. They shall 
also make a detailed report, in writing, of its condition at 
each and every Annual Assembly in October. A failure so 
to do shall render them ineligible to re-election for the 
ensuing year. 


ARTICLE Il—SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIES. 


.MEMBERS. 


Section 1.—Every subordinate commandery shall con. | 
sist of a Commander, Generalissimo, Captain-General, Pre- 
late, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treagurer, Recorder, 
Sword-Bearer, Standard-Bearer, and Warder, and such 
other officers and members us may be found convenient. 


ASSEMBLIES. 


Sect. 2.—Every subordinate commandery shall assemble 
at least quarterly for improvement and business. 
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JURISDICTION. 


Sect. 3.—Every subordinate commandery shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction in receiving applications for, and 
conferring the Orders of Knighthood over, all territory 
lying nearer the usual traveled routes to its place of meeting 
than to that of any other commandery ; provided, that any 
commandery may waive this jurisdiction in favor of any 
person desirous to apply to any other commandery. 


OFFICERS: ELECTION AND DUTIES. 


Sect. 4.—The first eight officers. shall be elected by 
written ballot: the others may be appointed by the Com- 
mander at the pleasure of the Commandery. The officers 
thus chosen shall serve until their successors shall have 
been installed. The title of the Commander is “ EmInent.”’ 
The Commander of a subordinate commandery has it in 
special charge to see that the by-laws of his commandery 
and this Grand Constitution are duly observed; that accu- 
rate records are kept, and just accounts rendered; that 
regular returns to this Grand Commandery are made annu- 
ally ; and that the annual dues are promptly paid. He 
calls special assemblies of his Commandery at pleasure ; 
and it is his duty, with his Generalissimo and Captain-Gen- 
eral, to attend all Assemblies of this Grand Commandery. 

The duties of the other officers are such as are tradition- 
ally appropriate, and such as may be assigned them by the 
Commandery or the Commander. 


OBLIGATION. 


Sect. 5.—The officers of every subordinate commandery 
before installation, and every candidate upon admission, 
shall take the following obligation, viz.: “1 —— ——, do 
promise and vow that I will support and maintain the Con- 
stitution of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
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Island, and the Constitution of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States of America.” 


ANNUAL RETURNS. 


Sect. 6.—Every subordinate commandery shall make a 
return to the Grand Recorder of this Grand Commandery, 
on or before the tenth day of October, annually, of the roll 
of its officers and members, of all candidates for the Orders, 
accepted or rejected; and shall pay to this Grand Com- 
mandery four dollars for every Knight created, and an 
annual fee of five dollars. - 


ORDERS, FEES, AND RULE OF SUCCESSION. 


Sect. 7.—No subordinate commandery shall confer the 
Orders of Knighthood for a less sum than thirty dollars, 
nor on any person who shall not have regularly received 
the several degrees of E.A., F.C., M.M., M.M.M., P.M., M, 
E.M., and R.A.M.; and no candidate for the Orders shall 
be balloted for, unless he shall have stood proposed at 
least fourteen days, unless a Dispensation therefor shall be 
obtained from the R. E. Grand Commander. The Orders 
shall be conferred in the following succession, viz. :—1. 
Knicut OF THE Rep Cross; 2. Knigut TempLar; 3. KNIGET 
oF Matta. 


SOJOURNERS. 


Sect. 8.—It is not regular for a subordinate commandery 
to confer the Orders of Knighthood upon any sojourner 
from any State or place in which there is a commandery 
regularly established, except by consent of the command- 

‘ery having jurisdiction. Any commandery which violates 
this regulation shall. be subject to knightly discipline, and 
be required to pay, on demand, to the commandery having 
jurisdiction, the amount of fees received. 

Any commandery may, however, take cognizance of the 
conduct of sojourning Knights. 
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QUESTIONS. 


Secr. 9.—In every Assembly of Knights, all questions, 
except of the admission of candidates and members, and of 
matters specially reserved by the by-laws, shall be decided 
by a majority vote—the presiding officer, if a member, 
being entitled to one vote, and, in case of a tie, to the cast- 
ing vote. 


COSTUME. 


Sect. 10.—The costume of this Grand Commandery and 
its subordinates is such as is, from time to time, approved 
by this Grand Body. 


OPENING AND CLOSING. 
Sect. 11.—All councils and commanderies should be 
opened and closed in due and ancient form ; and command- 
eries with devotion. 


AMENDMENTS. 
Sect. 12.—This Grand Constitution may be altered or 
amended by vote of two-thirds of the members present at 
any Annual Assembly in October. 


At the Annual Assembly held October 25th, 1872, it 
was ordered that the form of petition for the orders here- 
after shall be as follows: 


FORM OF PETITION. 


To the Eminent Commander and members of................55 -Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of............ 
The subscriber, a Companion Royal Arch Mason, is desirous, if found 
worthy, to be admitted to the Orders of Knighthood in your Command- 


ery. 
Residenee ic icintcucsdimannn tend BRC olga herseid oe ek padok sees 
OCCUPALON ioc hi dese eee ae ced wale Ae Ga Sa aes deena ; 
When and in what Lodge made a Master Mason..................: 


When and in what Chapter exalted to the Degree of Royal Arch 
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Of what Lodge now a member............ 0. cece eee cece renee 
Of what Chapter now a member.............. cc cece eee cence eee 
I bave.:..... ..... before applied for these Orders of Knighthoo. 
(SIGNED) 
(DATE.) 
RECOMMENDATION. 

Disanarine ciiened Mas ee iotnees a member of...........-......2.0.08. 
Commandery aforesaid, hereby recommend said Companion............ 

sssnalh Snlermauesanatousarecads for admission to the Orders of Knighthood 

(SIGNED) 


ee 


It was further ordered, 


That should it appear that the applicant has before applied for the 
orders in any commandery other than the one to which he now applies 
it shall not be competent for the commandery to act upon the application 
unless it be accompanied by the written consent of such commandery 
duly attested, if withiu our jurisdiction ; and if without our jurisdiction, 
the consent in writing of the Grand Commander of the State in which 
such commandery shall be situated. 


tm 
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DEDICATION OF THE ASYLUM 


OF THE 


Coumanderies of Baights Gempley, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Tuesaday, Septembee 30, 1873. 


Only members of the Grand Commandery, and those having 
tickets, will be admitted in the asylum. 

The Grand Officers will form in the council chamber, and 
from thence proceed to the asylum. 

Granp Manrcu.—Sir E. B. Spencer. 

The Right Eminent Grand Commander being satisfied that 
all present are Knights Templar, will proceed to consecrate the 
asylum to the orders of Christian knighthood. 


CxHorvus.—"Hail to the Craft,” Sirs Aaron R. Taylor, William A. Bris- 
coe, Franklin R. Thomas, William Foley, John Keller, George Roden, 
George Ford, Lewis C. Gropengeisser, Charles T. Noble and Edward B. 


Spencer. 
The trustees will present the asylum to the Right Eminent 
Grand Commander for consecration. 
Reply by the Right Eminent Grand Commander. 
Cnuorvus.—“ Almighty Father.” 
PRAYER, by the Eminent Grand Prelate. 
Cuant.—Gloria Patria.” 


A detail of six knights from each of the five commanderies 
meeting in this city, with the Standard Guard, making in all 
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nine from each commandery, will form on the south side of 
the asylum, under command of the Eminent Grand Warder. 


The Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander will take the 
vessel containing the corn, the Eminent Grand Generalissimo 
that containing the wine, the Eminent Grand Captain General 
that containing the oil, and take their stations at the angles of 
the Delta. 23 

Tenor SoLo.—‘I know that my Redeemer liveth,” by William A. 
Briscoe. ; ‘ 

The detail will march four times around the asylum, halting 
at their station in the south. 


GRAND MARCH. 


The Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander will then pre- 
sent the vessel containing the corn to the Right Eminent 
Grand Commander, who will receive it, pass around the Delta 
sprinkling the corn on each of its angles, and return to his 
post. The Very Eminent Grand Commander receiving the 
vessel from the Right Emiuent Grand Commander, will place 
it in its position on the Delta, and light the four tapers on the 
south side of the Delta, and return to his post. 


While the corn is being sprinkled upon the angles of the 
Delta, the Eminent Grand Prelate shall say :— 


May the God of all grace cause “the handful of corn in the earth upon 
the top of the mountains,” to yield abundant fruit, and ‘‘may the whole 
earth be filled with His glory.” 


Cnorve.—"“Gloria in Excelsis.” Written specially by Mr. D. D. Wood- 


The detail will again march four times around the asylum, 
halting as before. 


GRAND MARCH. 


The Eminent Grand Generalissimo will present the vessel 
containing the wine to the Right Eminent Grand Commander, 
who will pass around the Delta, sprinkling the corn with wine. 


While the wine is being poured upon the Delta, the Eminent 
Grand Prelate will say :— 
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May the Almighty Saviour give us in rich abundance the wine of 
gladness, and make us ever ready to relieve the wants of the poor and 
needy. 

80L0.—“Pity, O Saviour,” by Aaron R. Taylor. 

The Eminent Grand Generalissimo receiving the vessel from 
the hands of the Right Eminent Grand Commander will place 
it in its position on the Delta, and light the four tapers on the 
north side of the Delta, and return to his post. 


The detail will again pass four times around the asylum, 
halting as before. 


GRanD Marcu. 

The Eminent Grand Captain General will present the Right 
Eminent Grand Commander with the vessel containing the oil, 
who will pass xround the Delta, sprinkling the corn and wine 
with oil. , 

While the oil is being poured upon the Delta, the Eminent 
Grand Prelate will say :— 

May the ever blessed Emanuel pour upon us the precious anointing oil 
of His grace, and make us of one mind and heart, that we may be ever 
ready to do unto others as we would they should do unto us. 

Dvuet.—“I will magnify thce,O God,” by Sirs Franklin R. Thomas 
and William A. Briscoe. 

The Eminent Grand Captain General receives the vessel, will 
place it in ita position on the Delta, light the four tapers at the 
base of the Delta, and return to his post. 


The Sir Knights will then rise, when the Right Eminent 
Grand Commander will direct the Eminent Grand Prelate to 
offer the prayer of consecration. 

To'our most eminent and worthy patron, St. John the Almoner, I 
do now solemnly dedicate this asylum, and may He who died on the 
Cross, our Prophet, Priest and King, abundantly bless and prosper us 
in all our undertakings. May the pour and weary Pilgrim ever find a 
resting place within our sacred enclosures, and may each knight so re- 
deem his time, that he may receive the joyful invitation, ‘Enter thou 
into the joy of the Lord.”—Glory be to the Father,—Glory be to the Son, 
—Glory be to the Holy Ghost,—Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men. 


Response :—As it was in the beginning, &c. 
SoLo.—Come unto me,” by Sir F. R. Thomas. 
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of force only until the succeeding stated assembly of this’ 

body, unless continued by vote thereof; provided, however, 

that no Dispensation shall be issued without the consent of 

the commandery nearest to the place where the new one 

is to be located ; and, if in that town or city there is more 
than one, the consent of all shall be obtained. 


Charters shall be granted by vote of the Grand Com- 
mandery alone, and at a stated assembly. 


A Commandery formed within this jusisdiction, without 
a Dispensation or Charter, as above provided, shall be 
deemed illegal; and all communication between Command- 
eries under this jurisdiction, and the members of such ille- 
gal ones, is hereby strictly forbidden. 


A Commandery formed within this jurisdiction, without 
a Dispensation or Charter, as above provided, shall be 
deemed illegal; and all communication between command- 
eries under this jurisdiction, and the members of such ille- 
gal ones, is hereby strictly forbidden. 


FEES FOR DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 


Sect. 10.—The fees for a Dispensation are forty dollars 
to the Grand Commandery, and three dollars to the Grand 
Recorder; and, for a Charter, sixty dollars to the Grand 
Commandery, and seven dollars to the Grand Recorder; 
and, for a Charter without a previous Dispensation, one 
hundred dollars to the Grand Commandery, and ten dollars 
to the Grand Recorder. In no case shall a Dispensation 
or Charter be issued, until the required fees shall have 
been paid to the Grand Treasurer. 


GRAND FUND. 


Secr. 11.—One tenth of the unincumbered funds of this 
_ body, at its Annual Assembly in October, 1859, and one 
tenth of its present and future income, shall be set apart, 
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and shall form a “ Grand Fund;’’ the interest only of which 
shall be expended, for charitable and other purposes, at 
the discretion of this Grand Body; provided, however, that 
no portion of the interest shall be expended for any pur- 
pose whatever, until the principal shall amount to five 
thousand dollars. The unexpended income of the fund, 
and all donations to the same, shall be annually added to 
the principal. Until this fund shall amount to five thou- 
sand dollars, it shall not be in knightly faith to diminish 
the rate of increase as provided above. 


The Grand Commander, Grand Treasurer, and Grand 
Recorder, shall be a Committee, to be styled “ The Grand 
Fund Committee,” whose duty it shall be to attend to the 
safe and profitable investment of this fund. They shall 
also make a detailed report, in writing, of its condition at 
each and every Annual Assembly in October. A failure so 
to do shall render them ineligible to re-election for the 
ensuing year. 


ARTICLE II.—SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIES. 
MEMBERS. 


Section 1.—Every subordinate commandery shall con. | 
sist of a Commander, Generalissimo, Captain-General, Pre- 
late, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treagurer, Recorder, 
Sword-Bearer, Standard-Bearer, and Warder, and such 
other officers and members as may be found convenient. 


ASSEMBLIES. 


Sect. 2.—Every subordinate commandery shall assemble 
at least quarterly for improvement and business. 
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JURISDICTION. 


Sect. 3.—Every subordinate commandery shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction in receiving applications for, and 
conferring the Orders of Knighthood over, all territory 
lying nearer the usual traveled routes to its place of meeting 
than to that of any other commandery ; provided, that any 
commandery may waive this jurisdiction in favor of any 
person desirous to apply to any other commandery. 


OFFICERS: ELECTION AND DUTIES. 


Sect. 4—The first eight officers, shall be elected by 
written ballot: the others may be appointed by the Com- 
mander at the pleasure of the Commandery. The officers 
thus chosen shall serve until their successors shall have 
been installed. The title of tle Commander is “ Eminent.” 
The Commander of a subordinate commandery has it in 
special charge to see that the by-laws of his commandery 
and this Grand Constitution are duly observed; that accu- 
rate records are kept, and just accounts rendered; that 
regular returns to this Grand Commandery are made annu- 
ally ; and that the annual dues are promptly paid. He 
calls special assemblies of his Commandery at pleasure ; 
and it is his duty, with his Generalissimo and Captain-Gen- 
eral, to attend all Assemblies of this Grand Commandery. 

The duties of the other officers are such as are tradition- 
ally appropriate, and such as may be assigned them by the 
Commandery or the Commander. 


OBLIGATION. 


Sect. 5.—The officers of every subordinate commandery 
before installation, and every candidate upon admission, 
shall take the following obligation, viz.: “I —, do 
promise and vow that I will support and maintain the Con- 
stitution of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
aud the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
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Island, and the Constitution of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States of America.”’ 


ANNUAL RETURNS. 


Sect. 6.—Every subordinate commandery shall make a 
return to the Grand Recorder of this Grand Commandery, 
on or before the tenth day of October, annually, of the roll 
of its officers and members, of all candidates for the Orders, 
accepted or rejected; and shall pay to this Grand Com- 
mandery four dollars for every Knight created, and an 
annual fee of five dollars. ~ 


ORDERS, FEES, AND RULE OF SUCCESSION. 


Sect. 7.—No subordinate commandery shall confer the 
Orders of Knighthood for a less sum than thirty dollars, 
nor on any person who shall not have regularly received 
the several degrees of E.A., F.C., M.M., M.M.M., P.M., M. 
E.M., and R.A.M.; and no candidate for the Orders shall 
be balloted for, unless he shall have stood proposed at 
least fourteen days, unless a Dispensation therefor shall be 
obtained from the R. E. Grand Commander. The Orders 
shall be conferred in the following succession, viz. :—1. 
Knicut OF THE Rep Cross; 2. Knigut TempLar; 3. KNIGHT 
oF MaLta. 


SOJOURNERS. 


Sect. 8.—It is not regular for a subordinate commandery 
to confer the Orders of Knighthood upon any sojourner 
from any State or place in which there is a commandery 
regularly established, except by consent of the command- 

‘ery having jurisdiction. Any commandery which violates 
this regulation shall. be subject to knightly discipline, and 
be required to pay, on demand, to the commandery having 
jurisdiction, the amount of fees received. 

Any commandery may, however, take cognizance of the 
conduct of sojourning Knights. 

32 
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QUESTIONS. 


Sect. 9.—In every Assembly of Knights, all questions, 
except of the admission of candidates and members, and of 
matters specially reserved by the by-laws, shall be decided 
by a majority vote—the presiding officer, if a member, 
being entitled to one vote, and, in case of a tie, to the cast- 
ing vote. 


COSTUME. 


Sect. 10.—The costume of this Grand Commandery and 
its subordinates is such as is, from time to time, approved 
by this Grand Body. 


OPENING AND CLOSING. 


Sect. 11.—All councils and commanderies should be 
opened and closed in due and ancient form; and command- 
eries with devotion. 


AMENDMENTS. 


Sect. 12—This Grand Constitution may be altered or 
amended by vote of two-thirds of the members present at 
any Annual Assembly in October. 


At the Annual Assembly held October 25th, 1872, it 
was ordered that the form of petition for the orders here- 
after shall be as follows: 


FORM OF PETITION. 


To the Eminent Commander and members of................... Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of...........- 
The subscriber, a Companion Royal Arch Mason, is desirous, if found 
worthy, to be admitted to the Orders of Knighthood in your Command- 
ery. 
Residences iciesis sas ecenaae aed BOM oiee be ete ens pita Ge 
Occupation ss es cached paisa eek eas ee edie pea te geeg se 2% . 
When and in what Lodge made a Master Mason..............-.++- 
When and in what Chapter exalted to the Degree of Royal Arch 
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Of what Lodge now a member............ 0. ccc eee eee e eee eenes 
Of what Chapter now a member................ 0c cee cece eee eens 
I have.:.......... before applied for these Orders of Knighthooul. 
(SIGNED) 
(DATE.) 
RECOMMENDATION. 

Distig eta goolenes eae hea a member Of............:cc eee veces 
Commandery aforesaid, hereby recommend said Companion............ 
Carahtalah Rds tegen .for admission to the Orders of Knighthood 

(SIGNED) 


It was further ordered, 


That should it appear that the applicant has before applied for the 
orders in any commandery other than the one to which he now applies 
it shall not be competent for the commandery to act upon the application 
unless it be accompanied by the written consent of such commandery 
duly attested, if within our jurisdiction ; and if without our jurisdiction, 
the consent in writing of the Grand Commander of the State in which 
such commandery shall be situated. 


